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Hayden M. Hargett took his first I. C. S. 
course while he was still a student in high 
school. 

He is now County Engineer of Franklin 
County, Alabama. Last year Mr. Hargett 
designed 27 homes, two theaters, a bus station 
and three bridges. He supervised fifty miles 
of highway construction and the paving 
of one hundred thousand square yards of 
city streets. 



Mr. Hargett recently enrolled for another 
I.C.S. court* 

Listen to what he has to say about I. C. S. 
training: "It's more practical — more flexible 
than any training I've had. I can't speak 
highly enough of my I. C. S. training." 

Mr. Hargett says his first I. C. S. course 
was his "bridge to success." "There might 
not have been much of a career," he said, "if 
it hadn't been for that first I. C. S. course." 



I. C. S. t raining can be your "bridge to success." Mall the coupon today! 



NTERN ATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOLS 



IOX 3280-G, SCRANTON * , PINNA. 



Without cost or obligation, pit*** send mi 

O Air Conditioning 
O Heating 

O Plumbing O Refrigeration 

Q Refrigeration, Donwsttc 
C Retrlgerttton & Kit Conditioning 

□ Stnm Fitting 

□ Aeronautic* Court** 
D Aeronautical Engineer's, Jr. 

□ Engine Mechanic 

8 Architecture 
Architectural Drafting 

□ Building Estimating 

□ Contractor*,. Building 

□ Home Planning 
Art Course* 

□ Commercial Art 

□ Mageiine Illustrating 

□ Show Card and Sign Lettering 
Automotive Courses 

8 Automobile □ Auto Technician 
Auto Electric Technician 

□ Auto Body Rebuilding 4 Refinishing 
Chemical Course* 

D Chemical Enginwring 

Nam*. 



full particulars about th* course BEFORE 
Chemistry, Analytical 



_ Petroleum Production and Refining 
D Pulp and Paper Making D Plastic* 
D Civil Engineering 

□ Bridge and Building Foi 
D Highway Engineerini 
D Reading Structural t 
O Sanitary Engineering 

□ Structural Drafting 
D Structural Engineering 
D Surveying and Mapping 

Communication* Coursss 
D Telegraphy □ T*l«phony 

Electrical Court** 

□ Electrical Drafting 

□ Electrical Engineering 
Q Electric Light and Powef 

□ Lighting Technician 

□ Practical Electrician 

□ Distal Engines 

□ Internal Combustion EnglnM 



Mechanical Courses 

□ Forging Q Foundry Work □ Railroad Section 



which I havt marked X: 
J Hsit Treatment of Mate* 
O Industrial Engineering 

□ Industrial Instrumentation 
D Industrial Metallurgy 

O MachlnejShop Inspection 

□ Mechanical Drafting 

□ Mechanical Engineering 

BMIJfwrlghtlm D Mold-Lo« Work 
Patternma king- Wood. Metal 

□ Reading Shop Blueprints 

□ Sheet-Metal Vrafting 

□ Sheet-Metal Worker 

□ Ship Drafting □ Ship Fitting 

□ Tool Designing □ Toolmaking 
O Wtlding-Gis and Electric 

Radio Courses 

□ Electronics 

□ FM and Television Servicing 

□ Radio. General □ Radio Operating 

□ Radio Servicing 
Railroad Course* 

□ Car Inspector and Air Brake} 
O Diesel Locomotive 



□ Locomotive Engineer . 

- Foreman 



D Stationary Engtnssrlno 

8 Power Plant Engineering 
Stationary Fireman 
Toxtll* Court** 

□ Cotton Manufacturing 

□ Design Finishing □ Loom Fixing 

□ Rayon Mfg. □ Textile Engineering 
O Woolen Manufacturing 

But) note Court** 
O Accounting 

Q Advertising □ Bookkeeping 

□ Business Administration 

□ Business Correspondence 

□ Business Law 

□ Certified Public Accounting 

□ Commercial □ Cost Accounting 

□ Federal Tai □ Foremanship 

□ High School and College 

□ Industrial Supervis'n □ Motor Traffic 

□ Personnel— Labor Relations 

□ Postal Civil Service □ Retailing 

□ Retail Business Management 

D Salesmanship D Secretarial 

8 Sales Management □ Stenography 
Traffic Management 



_Ag«_ 



a Address- 



Cfty . 

Present Position. 



-Working Hours- 



-A.M. to- 



-P.M. 



_ Employed by- 



Reprtsentathin in aH principal cities. Canadian residents tend coupon to International Correspondence Schools Canadian, Ltd., MontreaL Canada. 
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Daring 
"BLACK 
MAGIC" 




"DREAM GIRL" She'll took alluring, 
breathtaking, enticing, exotic. . . . Just 
picture her in it . . . beautiful, fascinating 
SEE-THRU sheer. Naughty but nice. . . . 
It's French Fashion finery . . . with peek- 
a-boo magic lace. . . . Gorgeously trans- 
parent yet completely practical (washes like 
a dream . . . will not shrink). Has lacy 
waistline, lacy shoulder straps and every- 
thing to make her love you for it. A charm 
revealing Dream Girl Fashion. ... In 
gorgeous Black. 




Out of the pages of the Arabian Nights 
comes this glamorous sheer Harem pajama. 
You'll look beguiling, alluring, irresistible, 
enticing. You'll thrill to the sleek, clinging 
wispy appeal that they will give you. He'll 
love you for transplanting you to a dream 
worid of adoration centuries old. Brief 
figure hugging top gives flattering appeal 
to its daring bare midriff. Doubled at 
the right places, it's the perfect answer 
for hostess wear. Billowing sheer bottoms 
for rich luxurious lounging. He'll adore 
you in this charm revealing Dream Girl 
Fashion. In wispy sheer black. 





Your Dream girl will be an exquisite vision 
of allurement, charm, fascination and love- 
liness in this exotic, bewitching, daring 
bare-back filmy sheer gown. It's delicate 
translucent fabric (washes like a dream) 
will not shrink. 

Have Paris at home, with this cleverly de- 
signed halter neck that ties or unties at 
the flick of a finger. Lavishly laced midriff 
and peek-a-boo bottom. She'll love you 
for this charm revealing Dream Girl Fash- 
ion. In exquisite black sheer. 



SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
or your money back 



SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
or your money back 



SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
or your money back 



| 3X8 Market St.. Newark, New Jersey 

I Please vend me DREAM GIRL gown at 
$9.99. If not entirely satisfied. I'll 
I return within 10 day* for full cash 
■ refund. 

1( ) I enclose $9.93 cash, check or 
. money order, send postage prepaid (1 
I save up to 90c postage). (You may get 
I it at our stare too!) 
I ( 1 I will pay postman $9.95 plus 

■ postage. Check size wanted: 

J 32 34 36 38 40 IN BLACK ONLV 
I (If you don't know the size send ap- 

■ proximate height and weight) 



j Address 

I City . . . 



• DREAM GIRL FASHIONS. Dept. 269 I 
| 318 Market St.. Newark, New Jersey I 
I Please send "Heaven Sent" pajamas at I 
■$9.95. If not entirety satisfied, I'll' 

I return within 10 days for full cash I 
refund. 

I ( ) I enclose $9.95 cash, check or | 

I money order, send postage prepaid (t ■ 
save up to 90c postage). (You may get | 
. it at our store tool) 

l( ) I will pay postman $9.95 plus I 

■ onstage. Check size wanted: 

[32 34 36 38 40 IN BLACK ONLY \ 
I (If you don't know the size send ap- I 
j proximate height and weight) 

■ Name 1 



I Please send BLACK SORCERY gown at 
1 $9.93. If not entirely satisfied. I'll 
I return within 10 days for full cash 
1 refund. 

J ( ) I enclose $9.93 cash, check or 
■ money order, send postage prepaid (I 
I save up to 90c postage). (You may get 
• it at our store too!) 

I < ) I will pay postman $9.93 plus 
I >ost- ge. Check size wanted: 
] 32 34 36 38 40 IN BLACK ONLY 
I flf you don't know the size send ap- 
| .iroximate height and weight) 



I City 
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YOUR CHOICE OF TWO GREAT BOOKS 



ALIEN LAND by Willard Savoy 
(Published it $3.00) 

Surging power, a tensely dramatic story that rises to 
a searing climax, a theme which boldly attacks one of 
the greatest problems of today — these mark ALIEN 
LAND as a novel in every way out of the ordinary. It 
will make the name of "Willard Savoy one to remember. 
Under Willard Savoy's sure hands, the story of Kern 
Roberts and his quest for wholeness moves forward 
with inexorable drive- Strong passions and scenes of 
violence mark its progress; it illuminates great wrongs 
and ancient hatreds. It is a book of anger and con- 
demnation, aa any work must be that deals honestly 
with the injustices of our world. It is also a book of 
compassion and hope: for Willard Savoy knows that 
for pvery man there can be some measure of fulfill- 
ment and happiness. You may regard ALIEN LAND 
as a fierce outcry against wrong ; you may read it 
merely as a headlong story of shocking impact. Either 
way, you will find it a tremendous reading experience. 



OR 



THE BRIDE OF NEWGATE by John Dickson Carr 
(Published at $3.00) 

Dick Darwent, ex-fencing master, was waiting in a 
dark cell of Newgate Prison — waiting to be hanged. 
While Dick waited for the hangman. Lady Caroline 
Ross, rich, cold and beautiful, prepared a champagne 
breakfast to celebrate her marriage to him, a marriage 
which would cost her fifty pounds, and which would 
be ended an hour after it had begun. 
But a shot through a bathroom window, where a 
Jovely lady sat in a tub of milk— a riot in the opera, 
led by champion pugilists — a pistol duel at dawn — 
and a mysterious coachman, whose cloak was shiny 
with graveyard mold changed everything I As did 
Napoleon Bonaparte I 

John Dickson Carr, a master of the detective novel, 
now proves himself to be a master of the historical 
novel in this thrilling story of London in 1815 and the 
gaudy characters that made up its world of fashion, 
and its underworld. 



You can have either one of these books for only $1.00 — over 60% less than the regular 
published price— by joining the MEN'S DOLLAR BOOK GUILD. 




DOLLAR BOOK GUILD 



Only one dollar will bring you either 
* one of these truly great stories for men. 

Note: You are not obligated, as in the case of many 
book clubs, t© buy three, four, or six additional books! 
This is a special introductory, one-time offer, good only 
while our limited supplies last. At no cost or obligation 
to you. also, your name will be added to the list of the 
MEN'S DOLLAR BOOK GUILD and you will receive 
special notifications sent out on forthcoming book bar- 
gains. This service is entirely free and will not 
obligate you in any way. Send $1.00 for one book or 
$2.00 for both. NOW. before our supply is exhausted. 
FILL IN THE COUPON TODAY I 



($2.00 □>. Please 



[men s DOLLAR BOOK GUILD 
I Suite 2005. Dept. D 
| 205 E. 42nd St., New York 17, N. Y. 
I Enclosed please find ($1.00 □) 
j send me: 
{ □ ALIEN LAND (Published at $3.00) 
I □ THE BRIDE OF NEWGATE (Published «t J3.qp> 
I This does not obligate me in any way to buy further books. 
I 
I 

I Street and Number 



Name 



City 



Zone. 



State. 




Combined with 
FANTASTIC NOVELS MACAZINE 



JUNE, 1952 

MARY CNAEDINCER, Editor 



VOL. 13 



NO. 4 



Any resemblance between any character 
appearing in fictional matter, and any 
living or dead, is entirely coin- 
ntal and unintentional. 



Full Length Feature 
HER WAYS 

ARE DEATH Jack Mann 

The blood of the dark and fearsome 
Valkyrs ran in \&r veins. . . . And he was 
the master of modern necromancy. . . . 
Which would survive when the two clashed? 

Reprinted by arrangement with the author 
estate. Copyright by Wright and Brown, Ltd. 
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Short Stories 



GENTLEMEN, 
BE SEATED 



Robert Heinlein 92 



When man gets off the earth, he may 
still need earthly ingenuity. . . . 

Copyright, 1948, by Popular Publications, Inc. 

I'LL TAKE CARE 

OF YOU Oliver La Farge 98 

It was the same voice "talking him in" 
which he'd last heard in bitterly threaten- 
ing anger. . . . 

F eatures 

THE READERS' VIEWPOINT 6 
IN THE NEXT ISSUE 89 

TO AN AZTEC RELIC Paul Wilson 91 

Copyright. 1913, by Popular Publications, Inc. 



n THE NEXT ISSUE 
WILL BE ON SALE MAY 21. 

Cover by Lawrence. Inside Illustrations by 






MASQUERADING ASA SKID ROn CHARACTER 

TO GATHER FEATURE MATERIAL FOR HIS 
NEWSPAPER, BERT EVENS, FAMOUS REPORTER 
WITNESSES A PECULIAR HAPPENING . . . 



WGHTYOU ^iVE QUIT 1. HE SUPPED 
US THE SUP-] PEDDUNGJ SOMETHING 
HANO OVER 1 IT J!~~W® A SIRL'S 
; DOPE/^^-^SEDAN... LICENSE 
NUMBER 062-451 



, 6E0RGE BLYTH W YES, 
THE BANKER-lVE ^HEADQUARTERS 
KNOWN HIM FOR. / SAYS THAT'S HIS < 
YEARS /WOW, VlCENSE NUMBER, 
ynwT A STORY/J 



REVEALING HIS IDENTITY, BERT 
ACCOMPANIES THE NARCOTIC AGENTS 
ON THE TRAIL OF THE MISSING DOPE. 



IN MY "^TELLT 
YOU'LL HAVE MiULl WHAT) BOSS 
TO MAKE A \A MESS.' /HAVE I 
STATEMENT AT ^teg ogf PICTURE 
HEADQUARTERS 1£ A BCM 




MY WPER WANTS OKAY, BUT HURRY. 
MISS BLYTH'S PICTURE.! WE NEED YOUR 
, MAY I DROP IT OFF J STATEMENT TO 

AND SEE YOU AT m CLEAR MISS BLYTH 1 
HEADQUARTERS ? J 




, SAY, 1 60 FOR) / THIN 
f THIS BLADE «f 6IUETTIS1 

OF YOURS/ FOUR] ARE ALWAYS . 
| DAYS' STUBBLE 7KEEN AND EASY] 

GONE LIKE/A. SHAVING 
MAGIC/,, 



! 



r 



/MAY I RETURN 
YOUR PICTURE J 

) TOMORROW, ' 
.MISS BLYTH?/ 



f PLEASE/ 
DO? 



CAN'T YOU J 
MAKE IT 
AROUND SIX ' 
AND DINE WITH) 
US? 



BECAUSE THEY GIVE QUICK,EASY 
SHAVES EVERY TIME, THIM GILLETTES ARE 1 
AMERICA'S MOST POPULAR LOW-PRICE J 
BLADES. FAR KEENER THAN ORDINARY 
BLADES, THIN GILLETTES ARE MADE TO FIT 
YOUR GILLETTE RAZOR PRECISELY. . .NEVER j 
NICK OR SCRAPE. ASK FOR THIN GILLETTES j 
IN THE HANOY 10 -BLADE 
PACKAGE WITH USED- 
BLADE COMWRTMENT 



Her Ways Are 
DEATH 



The blood of the dark and fearsome 
Valkyrs ran in her veins. . . . And he 
was the master of modern necromancy. 
. . . Which would survive when the two 
magics clashed, as they surely must? 



OVER LUNCH at The Three Choughs at Yeovil, Gregory 
George Gordon Green read through again the letter that 
had started turn on his journey from London. 
Had he been in any hurry to complete that journey, lie would 
have taken the Dorchester road out from Salisbury, but the letter 
suggested an appointment that gave him plenty of time, and, on 
the word of his friend Tony Briggs of the Foreign Office, the 
cuisine and cellar of The Three Choughs justified one in making 
a point of lunching there. 
.So, over coffee and a spot of liqueur brandy in the dining room 



Reprinted by arrangement with the 
author's estate. Copyright by Wright 
and Brown, Ltd. 




By Jack Mann 
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words, of his dignity— over-careful of all that 
maintained him in his place. . . . 

Trois arbres. The three trees would have 
vanished, long since. They had probably rot- 
ted away ages before Naylors got hold of the 
hall— thanks to Eve Madeleine, Gees knew that 
Naylors had inhabited there since the days of 
the second Charles. Admirable girl. Eve Made- 
leine. She got just the facts he wanted, the 
things that facilitated his quest for atmosphere. 

This Naylor. . . . Gees told himself that he 
was in danger of going to ^his interview with 
a prejudice against the man. Something in the 
phrasing of that letter was ruffling, irritant. 
He sensed pomposity. . . . 

And saw, on a signpost, Troyarbour, 3. 
Blandjord, 75. Indicating that the village was 
twelve miles distant from its post town. Well, 
these Dorset villages were widely spaced— it was 
not a populous county. The open downland 
stretched fot miles with hardly a house in 
view, and such towns as existed, like Bland- 
ford, snuggled down in the valleys for the sake 
of water— and, secondarily, for shelter. 

Another signpost, marking the divergence of 
a mere lane from the well tended road Gees 
had so far followed, bore the legend, Troyar- 
bour Only. No Through Road. He took to 
the lane, and eased his rate of travel for the 
sake ol his springs and shock-absorbers. Ruts 
had been partly filled in with granite chips, 
loose and crunchy under the tires of the car. 
There was width for vehicles to pass each other 
only at intervals, and, if two met between the 
widenings, one or other would be compelled to 
back. The lane went up and down, winding 
not too steeply until shoulders of the bare 
downland folded it into a windless stillness. 

A LONE farmhouse with its outbuildings 
appeared on an acre or so of flatland, un- 
' fenced from the lane, and hens chirrawked 
away from the passing car, while an enormous 
sow with her litter of piglets eyed the vehicle 
momentarily and then ignored it. Down and 
yet down, with the farmstead invisible behind, 
and Gees reflected that the man who had meas- 
ured off that three miles must have ignored the 
windings ol the lane and marked up the crow- 
flight distance. Well, the afternoon was young, 
yet, and in the placid October sunshine this 
valley was a pleasant thing, with a mildness in 
its still air that was also invigorating. 

At the end of the twisted descent the shoul- 
dering heights that had enclosed the lane re- 
ceded, leaving a pocket of almost-flatness in 
which were set an inn, with a signboard pic- 
turing three hawthorn trees in the full bloom 
of May— it was a fairly well-executed piece of 
work, with no lettering on the board. There 
was a general store and post-office building. 



Three wires came over the downs to descend 
to its roof and mark it a telegraph office, and 
two wires went on, up the ascent to which 
Gees faced. There were five cottages, and a 
bay-windowed, rather modern-looking house 
standing by itself to face all the rest. And this, 
Gees decided, was Troyarbour. 

When he got out from the car to inquire the 
whereabouts of the Hall, the post-office sign 
confirmed his belief, and also informed him 
that Martha Kilmain was the presiding genius 
there. Since the inn was closed at this hour he 
entered the store, and found that the goods for 
sale ranged from drapery and even shame- 
lessly displayed lingerie, by way of bread and 
cake? to cheese, bacon, and hob-nailed boots. 
It was quite impossible that a place of such 
meagre dimensions could hold and exhibit 
such a variety of wares, yet there they were, on 
show. And, emerging from a bacon-festooned 
doorwav, a mighty female of middle age, a 
very Amazon of a woman with bare, muscular 
arms, an utterly expressionless face, and— al- 
most an absurdity on such a one— a wealth of 
rippling, corn-coloured hair. Martha herself. 
Gees concluded. 

"Could you be so good as to direct me to 
Troyarbour Hall?" he asked, and made the 
question as ingratiating as possible. Tobacco 
and cigarettes were among the articles pur- 
veyed here, and he might want to overhaul the 
stock, later— if a case resulted from his inter- 
view. 

She pointed through the wall of the shop, 
in the direction which the Rolls- Ben tley faced. 
She said, "Foller the road, you can't go wrong." 
Whereon he thanked her and went out again, 
for the manner of her reply had indicated that 
she did not want to be troubled any more. 

He drove on. Beyond the valley bottom the | 
lane, ascending again, was a mere cleft be- 1 
tween two massy slopes, with abrupt windings ! 
that hid what lay ahead, and the pair of wires 
from the post-office carried on poles beside it. | 
Here, though, it had been cut to two vehicle | 
width at some time. A half-mile or more of 
fairly steep ascent, and then the car bonnet 
faced a pair of iron gates swung on stone pil- 
lars, and beyond the gates Was a short drive, 
gravelled and well-kept, rising gently to the 
Hall frontage, that too of grey stone. 

Two-storied, with ground-floor windows a 
good ten feet in height, the structure nested 
into the hills at the far side of a little plateau, 
on which were clumps of rhododendrons, yel- 
low-leaved laurels, and single-standing mon- 
key-puzzlers and other trees exotic to Dorset. - 
Hawthorns, easily recognisable by their ber- 
ries, flanked the drive and made it an avenue, 
and the place as a whole gave evidence of 
scrupulous tendance. Here, it said in effect, is 
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, and burned, and all the rest. That 
, I mean." 

"I believe it did exist," Gees answered cau- 
tiously. 

"Supposing I tell you it still existed?" Nay- 
lor said. "Here, in Troyarbour— and directed 
against me?" 

"Then," Gees answered steadily, "I'd advise 
you to consult a mental specialist, not a con- 
fidential agent like myself." 

"Will you let me try to convince you?" Nay- 
lor asked earnestly. 

Gees nodded assent. "But I'm tough," he 
pointed out. "I take an awful lot ot convinc- 
ing. Who and what is your witch— or wiz- 
ard?" 

"Witch!" Naylor made an exclamation of 
the word. "Witch, if ever there was one! Here, 
in Troyarbour, and— and— her ways are death!" 

GEES said calmly, "You seem to have a cer- 
tain respect for the potentialities of this 
lady, whoever she may be. In fact— well!" He 
left it at that, except for an inquiring glance 
at Naylor. 

He wanted to keep this interview on a light 
note, it possible. Naylor's fingers were clasp- 
ing and unclasping, and altogether the man 
looked as if he believed what he said— as if he 
were in fear. Yet, Gees felt sure, he was a 
strong character, and not altogether a likable 
one at that. If he maintained this intensity, 
things might become difficult. He might, too, 
be attaching far too much weight to nothing 
at all'. Ever has an accusation of witchcraft 
been hard to prove. Nineteen out ol twenty 
times it has had no foundation in fact, but has 
been dictated by envy, covetousness, or mere 
spite. 

Naylor said, doubtfully, "It is a long story, 
I'm afraid." 

"The night is young," Gees rejoined cheer- 
fully. "In fact, it isn't tea time, yet, and* I'm 
going to hunt quarters in this locality when it 
threatens to get dark— not go back to Lon- 
don." 

"I believe you could get a room at The Three 
Thorns," Naylor informed him. "They take 
in tourists, sometimes— hikers, } believe the 
people call themselves. Men. and girls with 
knapsacks—" He broke off. obviously embar- 
rassed Gees reflected that, by the look of this 
place, there must be' dozens of empty bed- 
rooms, and made no comment. 

He said, "This long story, now? Or have 
you changed your mind?" 

"No— Oh, no!" It was a hasty, almost fran- 
tic denial— the man was far too intense, Gees 
knew. "It goes back— well, a long way. I said 
it was a long story. Are you in any way con- 
versant with mythology— ancient beliefs?" 



" 'The Golden Bough,' " Gees told him sol- 
emnly, "is one of the fondest things I'm of. 
I sometimes make it a bedside book." 

"Then"— Naylor frowned at the levity of the 
reply, but made no comment— "you will know 
the Norse legends, I expect?" 

"Witchcraft enough there," Gees observed, 
more gravely. 

"And— and other things," Naylor amended. 
"Such as— both the Valkyrs and the Volsungs 
owned Odin as their father. I am more par- 
ticulaily concerned with the Volsung race- 
Wagner used that legend in his Germanized 
version of a Norse myth— as it is usually con- 
sidered." 

"And as, of course, it is," Gees added. 

Naylor shook his head. "Oh, no!" he dis- 
sented, and again there was evident in him an 
intensity which, on the face of it, the subject 
did not warrant. "The gods of Norse legend 
actually existed— not as immortals, but as 
heroes of the race, originally. They were dei- 
fied and given attributes of godhead by later 
generations, but Odin and Thor, and Baldur 
—existed. And Loki— he too was real." 

"A prehistoric confidence trickster," Gees 
suggested. 

Naylor not only frowned, this time, but 
voiced his objection to such flippancy with re- 
gard to a subject on which, evidently, he was 
far from flippant. He said, "I don't like your 
tone, Mr. Green. Loki was real evil, personi- 
fied. A power, in his time." 

"And there you have it— in his time," Gees 
retorted calmly. "A swindler of any sort— a 
person who thrives on deceit— is a real evil in 
any time, and you yourself own that the gods 
of Norse mythology were not immortals at all, 
but hemes subsequently deified. And I'm not 
going to use a kow-towing tone over any one 
of them, especially Loki, to please you or any- 
body." 

"You will please yourself, of course." To 
Gees' surprise, the rejoinder was almost meek. 
"1 am going into this matter of the Norse gods, 
and especially of the Volsung half-gods, chil- 
dren of Odin b>y a mortal woman, as, say a 
foundation for what I wish to tell you— over 
which I felt you might possibly advise me, at 
the least." 

Gees felt all his prejudice against (. St. Pol 
Naylor returning. That speech was like the 
man's letter— far too much like it. Didactic, 
each word chosen carefully— he was on his dig- 
nity again. 

"The Volsungs— yes. Well? Not a very cred- 
itable crowd, were they? That is, by modern 
standards," Gees said reflectively. 

"I am a Volsung," Naylor replied coldly. 

"Is that so?" Gees did not sound impressed. 
"Well, if I were you, I should keep it dark. 
Difficult to prove, too—" 
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"Mr. Green!" The interruption was angrily 
harsh. "I am sorry I ever asked you to call on 
me here. I will write your cheque for eighteen 
guineas as arranged, and bid you good-day." 
And he got on his feet in pursuance of the 
intent. 

Gees said, "Pity you haven't got a fire here." 

Pausing, turning about in curiosity over the 
remark, Naylor asked, "Why?" A sharply frosty 
monosyllable, he made it. 

"To save me the trouble of striking a match 
to burn said cheque," Gees answered coolly. 
"I don't take money I haven't earned." 

"You— you— " Naylor sat down again. "I am 
a Volsung, I tell you!" he reiterated, and now 
there was fierce intensity in the claim. 

"And I tell you it would be difficult to prove 
it," Gees retorted. "In any case, what does it 
matter? I don't see—" 

"I'll tell you." Naylor appeared to have for- 
gotten his outburst of anger. "Volsung Sigurd 
carried off Wulfruna, wife to Oger the Nailer, 
so called because, when he killed an enemy, he 
cut off the right hand of the dead man and 
nailed it over the doorway of his great hall. 
This Wulfruna was still a very lovely woman 
when Sigurd stole her, for which Oger— to- 
day, that name would be Hugo, of course— for 
which Oger eventually killed him. Wulfruna 
was left with child by Sigurd, and she hid away 
and eventually bore the child, a daughter. Ex- 
cept for the sex of the child, this - is the story 
of Siegmund and Sieflinde as Wagner tells it 
in the Valkyrie." 

"Obviously," Gees observed, "except also 
that those two were brother and sister. This 
Sigurd and Wulfruna were not, I take it." 

"They were that, or very nearly that," Nay- 
lor answered slowly— reluctantly, it seemed. 
"They were both Volsungs. All this is out of 
history, of course, purely legendary. Yet— be- 
lieve me— true." 

"Most legends have a foundation in fact," 
Gees remarked primly. 

"This is fact," Naylor insisted earnestly. 
"To finish that story though. Wulfruna, be- 
fore Sigurd came and tempted her away, had 
borme a male child to Oger, one who was 
named Oger Ogersson, as was the fashion of 
naming in those times. Which is evidence, 
though not proof, that the elder Oger was 
founder of the family through Wulfruna his 
wife, because he does not appear to have been 
called anyone's son, but only Oger the Nailer. 
And my name, you note, is Naylor." 

"There will be missing shoots on that family 
tree, " Gees commented. 

• "Believe it or not, as you like," Naylor said 
sourly. "Oger Ogersson dropped the 'Nailer' 
from his titles, but it was resumed by his 
grandson, who went viking, and nailed the 



hands of his dead enemies round the prow of 
his long ship. And from then on, in varum* 
forms according to the time the name— <* 
nickname, if you like— stuck to the family. 

"I am descended from Oger Ogersson," Nay- 
lor claimed yet again. "Now, to complete that 
first half of the story. Oger Ogersson was a 
Baresark— and I think I need not tell you what 
that means." 

"It was a useful quality, in his time," Gees 
commented. 

"But"— Naylor made a long pause— "it would 
be far from useful to-day. Which"— another 
long pause— "is part of my reason for asking 
your advice, at the least. Your help, if— if you 
are the man Hunter of Denlandham said you 
were. If, that is. you have the qualities with 
which he credited you in speaking of you to 
me." 

AGAIN Gees heard the didactic precision 
of phrase that roused in him prejudice 
against this man. He said, "I claim to be a 
specialist in certain directions. We keep wan- 
dering from this story of yours, though. What 
have Oger's baresark habits to do with it?" 

"The— the attribute, call it— is transmissible," 
Naylor said. 

"Runs in the family, you'd say," Gees sug- 
gested. 

"Intermittently. Has persisted down to this 
present day, in our case, but will miss out 
two or three— or more— generations, and then 
recur. Not— not mere anger or unreasonable- 
ness, but a blind fury of which one is totally 
unconscious after the fit has passed. One be- 
comes a different being altogether, and wakens 
at the end to know nothing of it— nothing of 
what one has done or said while it lasted." 

"I believe that was the case," Gees conceded 
thoughtfully. "By your way of putting it, it 
seeltas as if you—" He did not end it. 

"Yes," Naylor said quietly, "and that brings 
me to the second part of the story, which be- 
gins with Wulfruna's daughter by Sigurd—* 
and both that child's parents were of the Vol- 
sung breed, remember." 

"You claim that you are, too," Gees re- 
minded him. 

"That is so— but Sigurd was not my ances- 
101." Naylor rejoined. "He was that daugh- 
ter's father, and through him— though he was 
dead before Wulfruna bore the child— through 
him she inherited and developed the qualities 
that make the witch. There was pre-natal in- 
fluence, and I believe there was, too. the un- 
holy communion that goes with possession of 
the powers that girl had— you get an outline 
of it in the tale of the witch of En-Dor: Power 
to commune with the dead." 

For a moment Gees' thoughts went back to 
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his drive to this place, and how, as he went 
over the downlands, he had sensed unease 
among the very old dead, as if they stirred in 
their barrows. He asked, "What is the legend 
of her— what was she called?" 

"Lagny. Dark Lagny, because of her hair," 
Naylor answered slowly. "Because Oger had 
killed her father, she devoted her life to venge- 
ance on his son— part of her life, that is. 
Because she had many lovers, and brought 
harm to them all— ruin to some and death to 
some. That is a long story in itself, but it is 
not part of mine that I am telling you now. 
She was evil and beautiful— the two often go 
together— and in the end she contrived a. spell 
that drew Oger Ogersson's long viking ship 
to wreckage on the Northumbrian coast, not 
far south from lona. 1 have seen the place 
where the ship broke up on the rocks—" 

"Where legend says it broke up," Gees in- 
terpolated, for again, in telling this story, 
Naylor was verging on unnatural intensity. 

"All that was written down," Naylor in- 
sisted. "I have a verbatim copy— it is bad Latin 
of the second century. The general impression 
is that the vikings did not come to ravage this 
country till after the Roman occupation ended, 
but that is wrong. Oger came, and was drawn 
toward the rocks by Lagny's witch spells. It 
was in a night of storm, and only three of 
Oger's men came out alive— half alive, say, to 
recover enough to tell their tale. 

"I want you to believe, Mr. Green, that 1 have 
devoted enough time to search and research 
to unearth all the facts of this story I am tell- 
ing you— all the facts, that is, still ascertainable. 
Palimpsests, fragments of old chronicles, bits 
of monkish gossip in bad Latin, written in 
black letters to make it worse— everything I 
could find, to piece it together and— as far as 
possible— get this story in full, because of— 
but I am coming to that." 

"You'd got to the wreck of Oger's long ship," 
Gees" reminded him. 
, "Yes, and the three live men washed ashore. 
They said— and each of them confirmed the 
other two— that as the ship. was driving on they 
saw Dark Lagny riding a Valkyr horse in the 
storm— choosing the dead, that is. Saw her 
beckoning Oger on, riding high over him as he 
steered his long ship— whether he too saw her 
is past telling. 

"They said, too, that at the time she was. in 
reality asleep in the arms of her last lover, a 
Roman officer of the garrison at Eboracum— 
York— many miles from the point where the 
long ship was wrecked. Yet they said it was 
Dark Lagny they saw, past question, but 
younger and more alive and lovely than she 
was then— because by that time she had borne 
children who had nearly grown up, and was 



past her best. But all three say they saw her, 
and that her spells caused the wreck." 

"Men were credulous, in those days," Geei 
observed reflectively. 

"Ye-es," Naylor half drawled. "So much so 
that, less than a year after Oger's death— and 
with no reference whatever to that incident- 
Dark Lagny was crucified by order of the 
Roman commander at Eboracum, being found 
guilty of unholy spells and practices by which 
men had been compelled to kill each other, 
or .themselves." 

"A -lamia, apparently," Gees commented. 
"Yet the Romans were a practical people. 
Materialists to the nth, as a rule." 

"Lamia perhaps," Naylor half-conceded, 
"but certainly Volsung— and, if you accept 
that story told by the three men who escaped 
from the wreck, Valkyr too. Beloved of Odin, 
admitted to all the mysteries of that old faith, 
and so given powers— these things are, Mr. 
Green." He broke off from his tale to make 
an earnest insistence of the statement. "You 
can see stark evil walking the earth to-day, 
if you look." 

"And so they crucified Dark Lagny," Gees 
mused. 

"They should have put an end to her be- 
fore she bore children," Naylor said somberly. 
"Because— her death was not the end." 

"Else, you would not be telling this tale," 
Gees surmised, seeing in part the point to 
which the story was driving. 

"Else I should not be telling it," Naylor 
admitted. "You know, in spite of— of— well, a 
certain irritating way you have— you are an 
understanding soul. I feel I can tell this to 
you." 

N,ot merely prejudice, but distrust of the 
man wakened as Gees heard the rather ful- 
some comment on himself. He said, "That 
may be. This is, as you said, a long story, and 
I haven't heard it all, yet." 

"Dark Lagny left children," Naylor went on. 
"There were two sons in this country— she 
spent a good part of her life in Britain— and 
there were others, sons or daughters, who 
grew up and settled— and married— in or near 
where Trondjhem stands to-day. On that 
fiord. That branch of her family is all that 
counts in this tale of mine. 

"You know Norse is Norman, of course— 
the Norsemen came to Normandy, and in clue 
time Harold of England fell iirco Duke Wil- 
liam's hands— this part of it is child's history— 
and swore away his kingdom. Senlac, and the 
Conquest— and among Duke William's follow- 
ers was a descendant of Sigurd and Dark 
Lagny, Hugo Main de Fer— because at some 
time after Senlac he lost his left hand, and 
had it replaced by an iron hook. 
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er or both, names a daughter Ira, as if they 
had prescience, foreknowledge, of what was 
to come in the lifetime of that daughter. Si- 
multaneously—within a few years either way, 
that is— a son is born to a Naylor, and on him 
is the baresark curse. It is no less than a curse, 
believe me. And the old feud is renewed. 

"The Ira Warenn, descended from Sigurd 
and Wulfruna, sets herself to destroy the de- 
scendant of Oger and Wulfruna, to rob him 
of all he values and in the end drive him 
baresark, so that he may suffer the penalty for 
wanton killing, as men kill when they are in 
that state. As surely as a daughter of that 
family is named Ira—" 

He broke off, and sat silent, evidently trying 
to read what impression his story had made 
on his auditor. But Gees, keeping a poker 
face, quoted softly: 

"Dies irae, dies ilia, 
Solvet soeclum in favilla— " 

"So!" Naylor said, as il satisfied. " 'Ira.' 
That is, wrath. And she is, whenever she 
recurs. I see it as a reincarnation— of hate, 
rime after time has an 'Ira' been named, and 
each time a Naylor has been cursed with the 
baresark fits, developing when the Ira War- 
enn of that time has come to womanhood and 
full powers. Whether she induces the fits— I 
don't know. None of us has known." 

"You mean— through contact with you?" 
Gees asked. He was growing interested in 
this fantastic story. The man who was telling 
it evidently believed it all, and was influenced 
by it. 

"Not necessarily," Naylor answered. "As 
instance— all my contact with this Ira Warenn 
has consisted of quarrels, threats on her side 
and utterly useless attempts to placate her on 
mine. It was my fault in the first place, of 
course—" He broke off, rather nervously. 

"I'd better have the whole story," Gees en- 
couraged him. 

"Yes. Yes!" He wakened from a moment's 
reverie— not a pleasant one, by his expression. 
"The whole story. There have been— this is 
the thirteenth 'Ira.' since that first one who 
was burned as a witch. And I am the thir- 
teenth—let that wait, though. My own part in 
this Comes last. I told you they iost their bar- 
ony during the Wars of the Roses— they were 
Lancastrians, because always the de Warennes, 
and Warenns as they call themselves now, have 
held to the old order, no matter what that 
order may be. So they held to Lancaster, and 
lost all but Troyarbour when Earl Warwick 
lost Barnet Field. 

"They kept Troyarbour till a Warenn fol- 
lowed the man Charles Stuart, and went down 



with Charles Stuart. That is— he was not be- 
headed, but escaped to France, to come back 
at the Restoration and try to remind the sec- 
ond Charles Stuart that his father had sacri- 
ficed everything to the Royalist cause. And 
that second Charles was— well, a Stuart. War- 
enn begged in vain— he was a very old man, 
then— and "a son of his came here. The hom- 
ing instinct, I suppose you'd call it. He 
brought enough worldly goods with him to 
become tenant to us Naylors— I haven't told 
you. but out of revenge against the Warenns, 
I take it, the Naylor of Cromwell's time some- 
how got possession of this manor, and we 
have held it ever since. Naylors ousting those 
Warenns. and then their coming back as ten- 
ants of the manor they had owned. It must 
have been bitter for them, proud beggars that 
they are." 

THAT last sentence defined for Gees 
Ins own dislike of the man. There was a 
smug satisfaction in it, revenge accomplished, 
no matter what its victims might do. Past 
question. J. St. Pol Naylor kept and nour- 
ished a hate, whatever might be the feeling of 
these Warenns. 

"That was— in the time of the second 
Charles." Gees said. 

"And to this day," Naylor added, almost 
gloatingly. "But"— his tone changed— "now I 
come to why I asked for an interview with 
you— my own part in this story. They— that is, 
the tar greater number of villagers who lived 
in Troyarbour in those days— flung an Ira 
Warenn into a running stream to sink or 
swim— for witchcraft, of course— when the foun- 
dations of this Hall were being dug. She sank, 
and drowned— that test is as futile as it is 
foolish. Because she was a witch. 

"She was drowned after the Mrs. Naylor of 
that time had given birth to a dead infant, 
and half the cattle belonging to us had died 
of some disease not diagnosed, and— and that 
Naylor went baresark and set fire to the barn 
at the farm, which in turn fired two ricks of 
corn, and the story goes that it took six men 
to get him under control and prevent him 
from killing the witch before the fit passed. 
And it took pretty much all the justices of 
the peace in the county to hush up the scan- 
dal—though drowning Ira Warenn— you note 
the accent is on the 'ehn', always— put an end 
to his troubles, in every way. He was quite 
a normal man, after that." 

Spoken with placid satisfaction, that last 
sentence. Gees felt his prejudice growing 
again. Was this man quite sane? 

"Then they named another 'Ira' about the 
end of the eighteenth century," Naylor went 
on. "She was found drowned— that was a 
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HER WAYS ARE DEATH 



the photograph was an amateur snapshot, 
apparently, had posed for his picture and 
smirked self-consciously— and self-approvingly. 
Naylor said, "That was nearly two years be- 
fore I went up to Cambridge," and Gees 
turned over the page to see the same boy, 
older now and developing to vigorous, athletic 
adolescence, in rowing kit, football shorts, 
tennis flannels, and corduroys with a gun in 
the crook of his arm. 

"You all, the time?" Gees asked. 

"All the time," Naylor answered. "You will 
see why, later— or I can tell you now. She 
wished it. She mounted all those photo- 
graphs." 

In silence Gees went on turning the pages. 
They formed a picture chronicle of growth 
to manhood, and the "she" of whom Naylor 
had spoken in a tone verging on reverence 
came in as a woman who stood beside him, 
tall as himself and, as nearly as the monotone 
of a photograph told, fair-haired and more 
than normally attractive. And Naylor him- 
self showed as far different from the man Gees 
saw now. though he was recognisable as the 
same man. 

He was more virile, physically robust and 
a bigger, stronger man than this. So he re- 
mained through the rest of the series, which 
included views evidently taken abroad— prob- 
ably in Riviera resorts, though two or three 
appeared North African, by the clarity of the 
light and sharp-edged shadows. The last pic- 
ture of all showed him bending over a cot 
in which an infant lay, and he took the album 
out from Gees' hands and closed it abruptly, 
almost rudely. 

"Not that one," he said. "I wanted you to 
see— all this has changed me. Do you realise 
it— that I am changed?" 

"You're more— ascetic, say," Gees answered. 

"A polite way of saying I'm half the man 1 
was then. Which is quite true. And— let me 
tell you this too— I'm pariah, you'll find. Be- 
cause of— of her and the child. Content to be 
so— she was all to me, and since I was all to 
her we were happy until— until Ira Warenn 
took her away from me. Only the people who 
would know me for my possessions would 
come here to see me now— and if they come 
they get turned away. The social life my father 
and mother knew— the people who make up 
that life will never know me, because of— be- 
cause to their thinking she and I lived in sin. 
Though we did not. But— I am quite alone. 
I'm still a member of Quinlon's, but I've not 
been in the club since— since she came to me." 

"And that is all the story?" Gees asked. 

"All the story— yes," Naylor answered. "Ex- 
cept—say it is the outline of the story. I have 
yet to tell you why I want your advice." 
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"Perhaps I can guess, but won't," Gees told 
him. "Do you mind if I summarize what you 
have told me, from a practical viewpoint?" 

"Do so, by all means. I should like to know 
your view." 

"You wouldn't— won't," Gees said rather 
grimly, "but I'll give it to you. For a begin- 
ning, I will discount all this legend of Dark 
Lagiry, and her mother Wulfruna, who you 
claim is ancestress both to you and these War- 
enns. I will rule all that out, and to a certain 
extent will ignore your allegation that witch- 
craft has run in the Warenn family all the 
way up to Cromwell's time. Because wherever 
a feud persisted between two families, accusa- 
tions of that sort were likely to be made, and 
superstition was strong enough to establish 
them on very slight evidence— without actual 
proof. Many an innocent man and woman has 
suffered death on that charge, as probably you 
know." 

"I do know it," Naylor agreed. "But—" 
"Wait!" Gees interrupted. "I am giving you 
my view. When your Naylor of Cromwell'* 
period seized on this manor of Troyarbour, 
the Warenns of that day obviously had a 
grudge against him— there was already the 
feud between the two families. The Warenns 
had a way of perpetuating a rather uncom- 
mon name for a girl— but it is no more un- 
common than your own 'St. Pol'. They very 
foolishly— I should call it that— came back here 
as tenants of the family they had cause to hate, 
since they regarded that family as dispossessing 
them. On your side, you Naylors were only 
too ready to attribute any trouble that came 
your way to some sinister influence exerted by 
a Warenn—" 

"Always by an Ira Warenn," Naylor inter- 
posed. 

"Or by no Warenn at all," Gees insisted. "I 
tell you, you have no proof. In all you have 
told me, I can find no proof. If I take your 
own story— and forgive me if I put it rather 
brutally— there were in succession a dog, a 
woman, and a child, all three dying after a 
probably neurotic woman— or girl— who has 
some knowledge of the old legend that op- 
presses you, had made a vague threat against 
you. Can you trace any actual contact be- 
tween that Ira Warenn and any one of those 
three? Any contact whatever?" 

"No-o." Naylor owned it reluctantly, dubi- 
ously. "But—" 

"No." Gees went on, "you can't. You have 
as little proof against her, over these three 
deaths which can be attributed to purely nat- 
ural causes, as your ancestors had against the 
other Warenn women whom they accused of 
witchcraft, or— I'm anticipating what you 
would say— got up enough prejudice to cause 
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HER WAYS ARE DEATH 



know that lie's safe, before driving off—" 
"Oh, no, sir!" She backed away as with dif- 
ficulty he pulled the cat from its perch to hold 
it out to her. "Mr. Naylor'd go mad if that 
cat came in here— he would, really! It's Peter!" 

"And what's wrong with Peter?" Gees asked 
curiously. 

"He— he belongs to Miss, Warenn, sir." 

"But— but that's the other side of the vil- 
lage," Gees objected. 

"Yes, I know, sir, but Peter goes every- 
where." 

"Oh. he does, does tie?" Gees lifted a paw 
of which the claws were going through his coat 
to stick in his shoulder, and held it. "Does he 
often come here to call?" 

"He's only been once before, sir, as far as I 
know, and then I got the gardener's boy to 
stone him away. Because Mr. Naylor would 
recognise the cat if he saw'it, and we'd all get 
in trouble." 

"I see. That's all, thank you." 

He turned his back on her and, taking 
Peter to the side of the car, dropped him in 
and got In himself. The buzz of the starter 
appeared to worry Peter slightly, but Gees 
reached down and stroked him as he sat facing 
the pedals, and then engaged gear and moved 
off. As he neared the gates, Peter jumped up 
on the seat beside him and put a paw on his 
arm as if to claim some attention, and he 
spared a hand to respond, noting a lad— pos- 
sibly that same gardener's boy, opening the 
gates for him. 

He thanked the boy as he passed, but, keep- 
ing a hand and an eye on Peter, had no chance 
to get out a tip. It was all one, he thought. 
There was no need for him to lay up - treasure 
at Troyarbour Hall, for he had no intention 
of returning there. He disliked Naylor too 
much. The man believed the story he had 
told, but, in Gees' opinion, he had gone 
cracked on it, let it become an obsession. 

And now Peter, friendly P«ter, provided an 
opportunity of seeing this Ira Warenn. He 
could pull in at the farm and deliver the cat 
—even ask to see her, if she did not appear 
herself in reply to his knock at the farmhouse 
door. Since this was her cat, Gees told him- 
self, she was not a witch. Peter was no witch's 
cat. He was too sociable, too likeable. That 
paw oi his, soft and with retracted claws, came 
out to pat Gees on the arm if he neglected 
too long to stroke his passenger. Peter had 
adopted him, meant to own him— and vet, 
Gees felt, all this was especial favour. Peter 
. would not own everybody he met, but was 
making an exception. Perhaps he remembered 
that on his previous visit to the Hall he had 
been stoned away, and appreciated the differ- 
ent reception this human had given him. 
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So thinking, Gees drove through the village, 
and in a fold of the heights back from the 
inn, sighted a squat little church and the 
chimneys and roofs of more cottages. He said, 
"Y'know, Peter feller, if they had a jail and 
a pawnshop, this place'd be very nearly civil- 
ised." To which Peter responded with a tre- 
mendous yawn. Unl$.e nearly all cats, appar- 
ently, he did not object to riding in a car, but 
was quite happy over it. Gees tickled him 
behind his ear. and he leaned hard on to the 
tickle to turn it into a scratch. He liked it. 

So, climbing out slowly from the village— 
because of the bad surface of the lane— they 
came to sight of the lone farmhouse, and 
Gees turned aside to halt on the level before 
the shabby, discoloured frontage. The two 
ground-floor windows were veiled by casement 
cloth curtains, but the three above them were 
bare and stark-looking. The door, as Gees 
approached it, declared its need of paint, as 
did the window frames. Peter lay quiescent in 
this new friend's hold, and Gees was about 
to stretch out to knock on the door with his 
knuckles, but a click of the latch and the 
door's opening forestalled him. He knew, as 
he gazed, that he was facing Ira Warenn. Or 
Dark Lagny? 

There are moments in life that stretch out 
to prove the swiftness of thought. This, for 
him. was such a moment. He saw a slip of a 
girl with coiled hair of a bluish blackness, the 
night-black hair that is hardly ever seen on the 
women of Caucasian stock. There were 
little curls of it about her ears, and it was 
loose and wavy over her forehead— over her 
eyes that were like still sea-pools under the 
light of the moon. So he would have defined 
the eyes, but neither then nor at any time 
could he have told what was their colour. 
They were dark, so dark that pupil and iris 
were only just distinguishable. 

She used lipstick, he could see, but what 
other makeup she had used he, being only a 
man, could not tell. A plain black dress, 
dark silk stockings and sandals, and round her 
neck a thin gold chain from which was sus- 
pended a tiny pendant, in which a circular, 
turquoise-blue stone was set in white metal- 
not a thing of value, but quaint and attractive. 
He even noted faint intaglio lines, defined in 
gold, on the stone. 

Thus, if he had been asked for a description, 
he would have catalogued this girl— or wom- 
an—and what she wore, and would have known 
the while that he was not describing her. "Al- 
lure unutterable," Naylor had said, and in 
this first sight of her Gees knew the man had 
given her no more than her due. Naylor, thus 
defining her, must have seen her inimical, 
hating him. Gees saw her slightly amused, 
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heard in her voice. "1 was going to suggest 
that you come in and try my cowslip wine be- 
fore going on. As a— as a sort of expression o£ 
gratitude for bringing Peter back. I know he's 
grateful too— tell him so, Peter!" 

Slowly, lazily, Peter uncurled himself from 
about her neck, where he had lain all the 
while, and dropped to the ground to yawn and 
stretch himself, and then pad in leisurely 
fashion until he was directly in front of Gees. 
There he sat up, and looked up, almost as if 
asking a question. Gees, looking down at him, 
nodded the answer. • 

He said, "All right, Peter— you win. And 
if 1 go back to the village, Miss Warenn— " he 
looked up at her again. "I suppose the pub 
could put me up, or shake me down for the 
night?" 

"Harry Todd will be glad of you," she as- 
sured him. "So—" A gesture, inviting him to 
enter, finished the sentence. 

He had to stoop to cross the threshold. 
When she had closed the door, Peter having 
made up his mind to enter too, the low-ceiled, 
narrow hallway of the house was almost in 
darkness, for there was no transom, and only 
the faint light from a doorway on the right 
relieved the gloom. Through that doorway he • 
followed the girl, to a room of which he could 
have touched the ceiling without raising his 
arm to its full stretch, and, since she said, "Just 
one minute, please," and left him alone there, 
he had time to take in the quality of the 
room. 

With the exception of one piece, the furni- 
ture was mid-Victorian, shabby and valueless. 
There was a claw-legged, circular table in the 
middle of the room, its bare surface scratched 
and dingy. The four dining chairs and one 
carving chair, mahogany-framed, were horse- 
hair seated. The black marble clock on the 
mantel, and its flanking ornaments, were late 
nineteenth century abominations— and the 
clock had stopped. A four-tiered bookcase 
along the wall facing the window was evident- 
ly of deal, painted and graiired to a bad imi- 
tation of oak. It was not merely filled, but 
crowded with books— Gees recognised the vol- 
umes of "The Golden Bough," and Eliphaz 
Levi's treatises, without making any close in- 
spection of the shelves. The one piece of 
furniture that contrasted with the rest attract- 
ed him more than the bookcase, and he went 
to stand before it. A black chest— at first he 
thought it was ebony— with three-panelled 
tront, a keyhole which suggested an enormous 
lock, and a lid on which were carved, in low 
relief, three trees. 

Bending over, to look closely at them, Gees 
saw that they were thorn trees, with bunches 
of berries on their branches, and, in spite of 



the lack of colour— for the carving was black 
as the rest of the chest's surface— the work was 
so finely done that the trees seemed alive. And 
now, with his eyes close to the wood, Gees saw 
that it was oak, age-darkened to blackness and 
its graining smoothed to a silken gloss. 

Here was a surface that no polish nor ar- 
tificial staining could have produced. Centu- 
ries had gone by since the artist— for artist in 
truth he must have been— had looked on his 
work and seen that it was good. For only by 
age and human touch may oak be brought to 
such perfection of surface as Gees saw here: 
other woods may be surfaced by tools and ar- 
tificial means, but oak retains the indentations 
of its grain under such treatment, and darkens 
and takes on a glacial evenness only in the 
course of ages. 

HE STOOD erect and turned, conscious 
that he was no longer alone, though he 
had not heard the girl enter the room. She 
put down on the centre table an ugly, squat 
black bottle, and two stemmed wine-glasses, 
of which the stems were mere threads, and the 
bowls of paper thinness. 

She said, "I made the wine. Taste it." 
He watched her fill the glasses: the fluid 
was ruby-dark, and, as he saw it rise oilily in 
one glass and then the other, he remembered 
MacMorn, maker of shadows, and the reason- 
destroying drink that had made an hour of 
Elysian illusion for him and one other. 

He said, "I have been admiring that oak 
chest of yours." 

"Yes?" There was a reflective note in the 
half-question, and as she spoke she held out 
one of the filled glasses to hirti. "All we have 
left to us, the chest and what is in it." 

"All you have left?" he asked. "I don't 
see—" 

"Try my wine," she suggested, and held up 
her own glass to the light. "They say Dark- 
Lagny made wine like this. Try it." 

He held up his glass as she was holding hers, 
and saw that the deep red, translucent fluid 
was not remaining still in it, but that a moving 
current circled from top to bottom and from 
bottom to top of the glass. He said, "It looks 
perilously alive, to me." 

"Pure imagination on-your part. Still!" She 
waved her free hand toward his glass, and the 
movement, within it ceased. 

"I shall soon begin to believe—" he 
breathed, rather than spoke, and did not end 
it, but stared at her. The dark eyes laughed 
at him, though her lips did not curve. There 
was mockery in the laugh. 

"Jerome Naylor?" she asked. "Believe, then. 
I drink! To all who believe beyond the sight 
of the eyes, know more than they are taught— 
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on a dreamy note. "A mighty lover, too. 
Wolfruna was of his breeding— we go far back— 
O, very far backl Volsungs and children of 
the Hammer—" She checked herself and, 
looking at him, laughed— at herself, he knew. 
The laugh was music. She said, "The night is 
darkening on us. How long have we talked?" 

"A few seconds," he answered. "Have we 
really begun to talk?" 

"Or is all said?" Her lovely voice was 
sombre, now. "You know so much, too much. 
I think." Abruptly she pointed at the squat 
bottle on the table, a dim thing, now, in the 
gloom that gathered with night's approach. 
"More?" she asked, and moved a step toward 
the table. 

"No," he answered resolutely. "That stuff- 
cowslip wine, you called it. Who ever saw 
dark red cowslips? Are you a witch. Miss 
Warenn?" 

"1 am Dark Lagny'8 child," she answered. 
"Why do you call my wine 'that stuff'? Was it 
so unpleasant to your taste?" 

"It was so pleasant that I'm afraid of it, and 
half afraid of you," he said. "When I took 
that axe in my hand I felt the hands of others 
who had held it— killed with it. Did you mean 
me to feel them?" 

She shook her head. "No. It is— you know 
too much. See beyond the sight of the eyes. I 
would not have had you feel those hands. I 
would have Jerome Naylor feel them, but not 
on the axe-handle. Grasping his hand, leading 
him out, making him mad—" The last words 
were whispered, yet they seemed to poise 
echoing in the gloom. 

"Then you are a witch," Gees said harshly. 

She faced him, her eyes not far from his 
own— dark pools of the sea under the light of 
the full moon, nearly luminous and quite dis- 
tinctly seen, though the light in the room had 
almost gone. "Is not every woman a witch?" 
she asked. "If all of us knew our powerl I 
know, therefore, I am a witch. What of it?" 

"So much do you hate Jefome St. Pol 
Naylor?" he asked. 

"That?" The syllable was a mere note of 
mocking laughter. "Why, it has been in the 
blood of my people since Dark Lagny hung on 
a cross outside the wall of Eboracum— since 
Wulfruna took Sigurd's head on her knees 
before she bound the hell-shoes on his feet— 
and kissed the blood from his dead lipsl Hate? 
It is more than hate!" 

He said, "I'm going, Miss Warenn. I've 
stayed loo long, talked too much— where did 
you get those marvellous glasses, though?" 

She laughed. "Must you know everything? 
A Varangian brought them from Byzantium. 
All that I have is old— I too am very old—" 

"H 3rrv ToHH— wasn't that the innkeeper's 



name as you said it?" he interrupted. For now 
the gloom had so far deepened that he saw her 
face only as a framing for the eyes that re- 
tained their distinctness, and her night-black 
hair blended into the shadows behind her. 

"That is his name," she answered. "I shall 
see you again, then?" 

"I don't know. To tell you the truth, I hope 
not." 

"Atraid of me?" She laughed, softly and 
amusedly. 

"Good night. Miss Warenn." 

He got out to his car, somehow, and turned 
to drive back to the village of Troyarbour and 
The Three Thorns. As he drove, it seemed 
that the soft music of her laughter pursued 
him, and on the gloom of approaching night 
he saw twin pools of deeper darkness— the 
luminous mystery of her eyes. 

She was a witch. Yes, she was a witchl 

THE light had just begun to fail when 
Ephraim Knapper entered the barroom of 
the Three Thorns and clacked across the red- 
brick floor in his heavy, hob-nailed boots to 
face Harry Todd, the proprietor, with whom 
business was not brisk enough to justify his 
keeping a barman. There was only this one 
bar, a fairly large room with the old-style con- 
ventional sand on the floor, and earthenware 
spittoons available for such as felt inclined 
to use them. But, following on the campaign 
against tuberculosis, nobody spat, in these 
days. The earthenware vessels were mere 
ornaments, the sand a superfluity. 

Four worthies, who made the pub a club, 
as did Ephaim Knapper, occupied a bench on 
the right— that is, in relation to the door— as 
he entered. They gave him grave greeting: 
Sam Thatcher, immediately facing the door, 
nodded and grunted— he was -simon-pure 
Dorset. Phil Hodden grunted without nod- 
ding. Jacob Cowder, third along the bench, 
said. " 'Do, Ephraim," and Fred Carphin, near- 
est the bar, merely grinned and pointed at his 
glass, of which not more than a fifth of the 
contents remained. As a scrounger, Fred had 
a reputation, and Ephraim knew it— had had 
years in which to learn it. He shook his head 
mutely, and spoke to Harry Todd. 

"One ha'fpint, Mr. Todd. Look like a fisher 
throwed a line, but I ain't rizin'. One ha'f 
pint. I do tell 'ee." 

Todd drew the half-pint from the barrel 
back of the bar, and had to loosen the spile- 
pin to fill the glass. Ephraim put down his 
pennies, took up the glass, and meandered 
slowly to the table at which the four sat. He 
seated, himself on the bench facing them all. 
"Heer's to I," he said, and drank. 
"Theer were a furriner tu the Hall," Sam 
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to call, said. "A pint, Mus' Todd," quite bold- 
ly, whereat the others almost groaned aloud. 
The scrounger had got away with it: They 
also might have had pints, had they had the 
courage to call for them— but it was too late, 
now. 

"Any flint pits round" these parts, do you 
know?" Gees asked. 

Ephraim frowned over the unexpected ques- 
tion, taking it in gradually. 

"Flint pits, zur," he echoed eventually. 
"Aye. Thur be one oop back o' Wren's. 'Tis 
all blackb'ries, now." 

"Dewberries, Ephraim," Sam Thatcher cor- 
rected severely. 

"Brumbies, anyway," Ephraim said. 

"You spoke" of Wren's," Gees observed. 
"Where is that?'.' 

"Why, wheer Miss Wren du live now." 
Ephraim answered. "You seen her, I know. 
You an' she was talkin' when I left to-night. 
Arternoon, it wur then. Her people had that 
farm f'r everlastin'." 

"Not all that, Ephraim," Sam corrected him. 
"The Hall, it wur the Wrens', afore Zquire 
Naylor— zome owd Zquire Naylor long back— 
avore Naylors come theer." 

"Yes, I did see Miss Warenn," Gees admit- 
ted with a thoughtful intonation. "I took her 
cat back from the Hall." 

"Peter's moz'ly wanderin'," Sam Thatcher 
observed rather sadly— and Gees knew, by the 
free comment, that he was admitted, strictly on 
furriner status, to their fraternity. He said, 
sagely, "Cats mostly do. They're never really 
tame." * 

" 'Less Miss Wren gits howd on 'em." Fred 
Carphin amended. "She'd taame the davvle 
hisself, I rackon. She got a owd boar up 
theer, an' yu'd rackon it wur a dawg, way it 
foller her around." 

"A boaj pig?" Gees made it an incredulous 
query. 

"Aye, a boar peeg," Fred confirmed him en- 
thusiastically. "An' a owd sow, as'U du all 'tis 
towd— by her, mind', not by noobery else. 
Peegs, minding what they'r towd! An' Yaint 
only that. I've heerd her laugh!" 

He made of the last sentence no more than 
a fearful undertone, and looked to right and 
left as if he feared he might be overheard. Sam 
Thatcher said. "It don't du f'r a mon tu hev 
tu many pints," and Phil and Jacob chuckled 
at the hit. But Fred spoke mulishly, "I tell 'ee, 
I've heerd her laugh, when she'm been miles 
away. Like— like a ghoast. Lordy, don't I 
know? I worked theer f'r her father yeers 
enough, an' f'r her tu, afore Ephraim took my 
place. I've heerd it." 

"An' what du yu think made her laugh?" 
Sam inquired caustically. 
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"Us wur talkin' about her," Fred explained 
sulkily, and went silent. 

» Sam shook his head. "Tu many pints," he 
said. 

In the utter silence that followed, Gees 
noted the disapproval on the faces of the 
other four. Fred had outraged all manners 
and rules of good society. He had talked 
about his late employer before a stranger. 
He had talked of local things before that 
stranger, which was never done in Dorset. 
And, in attempting to create a sensation, he 
had obviously lied. 

Condemnation of such a one was unanimous 
and bitter. 

Then, into the silence, came a sound that 
Gees recognised with a little, fearful thrill, a 
sense of the uncanny. From somewhere near 
the door it came, deep-toned and musical, the 
sound of Ira Warenn's laughter. There are 
voices that are unmistakable, even in laugh- 
ter, and he knew this as her laugh, though he 
had only seen and talked with her for an hour 
or less. Almost involuntarily he turned his 
head to see no more than had been there since 
he entered for the second t^me. And then he 
noted that all other eyes had turned toward 
the laugh— he had heard, not imagined that 
he heard it. 

"Theer!" Fred Carphin ejaculated, and 
pointed. " 'Tis— theer!" 

"A boord craaked," Sam Thatcher said— but 
there was no conviction in the statement. "I 
heer en. It wur a boord." 

"Wheer?" Fred demanded, with angry defi- 
ance. "Theer's bricks underfoot in heer, an' 
the walls— they'm brick, else lath an' plaster. 
That theer door ain't moved, I'll take my 
oath. She laughed!" 

"Fred Carphin!" Sam Thatcher's voice had 
in it angry authority. "Yu'm zaid enough— 
an' moor. Mister— whatever yu're name be— 
we beg yure pardon for this furriner from 
Zuzzex— " He put stinging, bitter emphasis on 
the word. "An' we hoap yu unnerstand we 
niver heerd the like i' Troyarbour afoore. 
Talkin' o' a laady ahind hur back— they du 
zay yu got to know a man yeers, an' then yu 
don't rightly know him— an' 'tis true, Niver 
till this night ded 1 know Fred Carphin, an' 
now I don't wanter know him no moor. 
Zuzzex boorn!" 

Fred put the tankard down on the table, 
edged out from behind it. and went to the 
door. Opening it, he stood holding the handle. 

"She did laugh!" he said, and went out. 

Again a dead silence, and, again, into it, 
came the deep, musical sound of laughter— 
-fliid Gees saw Sam Thatcher's jaw drop as he 
stared in fear, and Todd craned over his bar, 
and Jacob Cowder stood up to stare fearfully 
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HER WAYS ARE DEATH 



exists in some people." Gees remarked. "I 
see nothing in it to scare a man. And now how 
much do you reckon on making out oi me. 
Todd?" 

Todd reflected over it. He said, "Well, 
sir, there's supper to-night, an' the room, an' 
there'll be breakfast. We'll say nought about 
the car, because it ain't usin' up room I want 
lor anything else. An' I ain't got no bath- 
room i' the place. So— would seven shillin' 
be too outrageous much to ask, do you think, 
sir?" 

Gees smiled. "Make it out at that," he con- 
curred. "But I suggest that you add in the cost 
of a pair of -really good silk stockings, and 
don't say they were on my bill when you hand 
them over." 

Staring while comprehension grew, Todd 
went brick-red. 

At last he questioned, "Dud-do you mum- 
mean that, sir?" 

"My middle name is sincerity," Gees 
answered solemnly. 

AGAIN, in mid-morning, the Rolls-Bentley 
stood before the main entrance of 
Troyarbour Hall. Again trim, attractive; and 
rather pert Nettie Carphin' ushered Gees into 
the lofty-ceiled library— a truly magnificent 
specimen of the architecture of its period, 
Gees realised— where Jerome St. Pol Naylor 
rose to his feet from the armchair beside the 
fireplace as his visitor entered. The room was 
not merely warm, but hot. The fire, of di- 
mensions which would have neutralised arctic 
conditions, was an oppression on the mild 
October day. Naylor looked even frailer than 
when Gees had seen him the day before, and 
seemed, salamander-wise, to bask in the stuffy, 
unnatural heat. 

"How-de-do, Mr. Green?" he said, with a 
satiric note in the greeting. "Am I to con- 
clude from this second call that you have 
changed your mind? That I can count on 
your help, as well as your advice?" 

"I have most decidedly changed my mind." 
Gees answered coolly. "That is why I am 
here, a second time." 

"I am very glad to hear it," Naylor said, 
with no satire at all. 

"Uh-huh?" Gees made the exclamation not 
merely satiric, but derisive. "You've never, 
of course, been in the. position of a defendant 
consulting his defending counsel, Mi. Nay- 
• lor?" 

"J should hope not!" Naylor exclaimed 
hastily. "Why, though?'' 

"Because— I spent two years in the police 
force, and learned a lot— because the de- 
ndant, if he's got any sense at all, generalh 
that it's best to tell his counsel the 



truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth. It always pays." 

"Are you insinuating—" Naylor asked very 
coldly indeed, and left the query incomplete. 

"Nothing," Gees answered calmly, "know- 
ing as I do that a truthful man has nothing 
to fear from insinuations, and a liar gets 
round 'em somehow. If I put you in the sec- 
ond class, it's your own fault." 

"Will you please leave this room at once, 
Mr. Green?" Naylor asked. 

"No. And I haven't seen anyone here 
capable of throwing me out, yet. I can be 
an exceedingly blunt devil, and also a disa- 
greeable one, if I'm hoodwinked, Mr. Naylor. 
I have seen Miss Warenn since I saw you, 
and have also heard what she told me con- 
firmed by independent evidence. Why didn't 
you tell me you threatened her?" 

"Will you please leave this room at once?" 
Naylor repeated. 

"No, I tell you! Come off that high horse 
and be honest. This case interests me, and I 
wanr- the truth of it. Mean to get it, either 
for you or against you— and I don't care 
which. But heaven help you if I'm against 
you! Why did you threaten the girl?" 

"I didn't." Naylor retorted sullenly. "At 
least—" He broke off. 

"In other words, you did," Gees said with 
stinging incisiveness. "Why? What was it 
you wanted of her— asked of her?" 

"I didn't threaten her half as much as she 
threatened me," Naylor protested, and so be- 
trayed the justice of Gees' accusation. 

"That may be," Gees said, "but in ad- 
mitting that you threatened her at all, you 
prove that you misrepresented your case to 
me yesterday afternoon. I -don't like that sort 
of thing, so I'm here again." 

"To— to help, did you say?" Naylor asked 
apprehensively. 

"I have not said so. I want the truth, first. 
Why did you threaten the girl— what did you 
want of her?" 

"I wanted— the rod of An," Naylor 
answered, half reluctantly. 

"The rodofan?" Gees repeated, puzzledly. 
"What is it— a patent medicine formula? It's 
a new one on me." 

"The— rod— of— An," Naylor repeated, with 
evident irritation. 

"Ah, now I get you!" Gees said. "Ah— yes. 
Capital of Atlantis. The mother of hewn 
cities, they called it— all hewn from the solid 
rock, not built above it like cities of to-day—" 

"You know?" The interruption had in it all 
of Naylor's intermittent intensity. How much 
do you know? How much can you tell me?" 

Gees shook his head. "What is this rod?" 
he asked in reply. 
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"The two-dimensional analogy, then," he 
said slowly, "considering length and breadth 
as the two dimensions. You. get a plane sur- 
face, with its boundaries at right angles to 
each other— perpendicular to each other. And 
a surface has no thickness— in that two-di- 
mensional state there is no such thing as 
height or depth— thickness. It is inconceivable, 
on a two-dimensional plane." 

"You may say," Gees put in for him, "that 
the surface of which you speak has no more 
thickness than has a shadow cast by the sun." 

"An admirable way of putting it," he con- 
ceded, and felt, more than ever, that he was 
talking to this man before him as if he him- 
self were an infant— that Gees knew more than 
he did. Still, he went on. "We now imagine 
a two dimensional life— intelligent life— on 
that plane surface. Being two-dimensional, it 
has no consciousness of.a third dimension, does 
not know there is such a thing as height 
above the surface, or depth beneath it. It can 
travel in the two directions of length and 
breadth, but it cannot lift itself the minutest 
fraction of an inch above the surface on which 
it lives. It simply does not know there is an 
'up' or a 'down' beyond its two-dimensional 
world." 

"Quite lucid, so far," Gees commented 
again, and Naylor flushed slightly at the impli- 
cation of the remark. It put him more in the 
position of a schoolboy reciting a lesson to a 
master than that of one who imparted informa- 
tion. Still, he forced himself to go on. 

"We will now suppose," Naylor said, "that 
a three-dimensional being comes along, looks 
down on the two dimensional plane surface, 
and is enough interested in a two-dimensional 
being to lift it, even the smallest fraction of 
an inch, away from the surface on which it 
lives. No matter how small the lift, the two-di- 
mensional being is instantly aggl completely 
out of its world. Since it knows nothing of up 
or down, it cannot look down and see that 
world still near. It is lost as completely as you 
or I would be if we were hurled off the earth's 
surface into space, altogether out of sight of 
the earth. Further than that, since neither this 
being nor the plane on which it has been 
living has thickness, it may find an entirely 
different world, only a thousandth part of an 
inch removed from its own, but still quite dis- 
tinct from that fust plane surface world, and 
out of sight of it— since the sight of the being 
does not extend up or down." 

"Carry on," Gees urged. "It's all clear." 

"Now let's come to the three-dimensional 
world— ignoring time as the fourth for this il- 
lustration. Our three dimensions in space are 
all perpendicular to each other— length, and 
breadth, and thickness. They are all the human 



mind can comprehend and visualise. In three- 
dimensional geometry, it is impossible to con- 
struct a figure with more than three di- 
mensions all perpendicular to each other, and 
if such a figure could be constructed, the 
human eye would be incapable of taking it in. 
Because the human eye is three-dimensional, 
just as the eye of the two-dimensional being 
I have been talking about would be incapable 
of realising the third perpendicular, height. 
But, though three-dimensional geometry will 
permit of constructing figures with only three 
perpendiculars— length, breadth, and height- 
mathematics show that there is a fourth per- 
pendicular, a dimension at right angles to the 
three we know. We cannot see it or compre- 
hend it, but it is there." 

"And if it were possible to move along that 
fourth perpendicular, to move in the fourth 
dimension," Gees amplified the statement, "we 
could get quite away from any point in the 
three we know, and— given control of ourselves 
and our movements in that fourth dimension, 
re-enter the other three at any point we liked. 
Which is to say that I could just enter the 
fourth dimension in this room, vanish from 
the room, and reappear in London— or New 
York, or the moon, for that matter. Anywhere 
within the confines of the earth and its satel- 
lite." 

"Ah!" Naylor sighed, rather wearily. "You 
know as much as I do, I see, if not more. But 
why only the earth and the moon— why not - 
anywhere in the whole universe, that re-entry?" 

"Because," Gees told him, "there are di- 
mensions without number-, as your mathematics 
tells vou. You can raise two to any power— 
the cube of it is eight, which is as far as three 
dimensions will take you, but_mathematically 
you can go to the fourth, fifth, sixth power of 
two— to as high a power as you like. Now the 
Adepts of An knew what you do not appear 
to know, that control of the fourth dimension 
gives power to move, without using any of the 
first three dimensions, within the limits of the 
earth's influence— that is, say, as far as the 
moon, but no farther. 

"If any one of those Adepts could have 
raised himself to control of the next, fifth di- 
mension of space, he would have had power 
to move anywhere in the planetary system of 
our sun— but no one of them ever got that far, 
and so all their knowledge of that fifth spatial 
dimension remained empiric. And what con- 
trol of the sixth would give no man ever knew, 
or will know, because the human brain is ca- 
pable of understanding just so much and no 
more.' It is incapable of taking in the po- 
tentialities of six dimensions of space— com- 
prehension of them belongs to gods, not to 
men." 
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cadenced voice— a voice to remember. Sup- 
posing Eve Madeleine— 

"Oh, hell! She's Miss Brandon to me. Al- 
ways must be." 

He came out from his reverie, and 
wrenched at the steering wheel. He was 
almost abreast of the lone farmhouse, from 
which emanated no sign of life. But, in the 
middle of the way he wanted to go, lay Irene 
the sow, contentedly asleep and round her the 
litter of piglets rooted at the grass, grunted, 
chased each other, and utterly ignored the 
juggernaut advancing toward them— at a 
crawl, for Gees wished to kill none of them. 
He blared a warning at them, and they 
wouffed and, one and all, faced the source of 
the sound in curiosity rather than fear. Then 
Gees saw that, if he swung off the laneway 
on to the grass in front of the house, he 
could pass them and their somnolent mother. 

The radiator lifted, swung toward the 
house. Round from the back came a smallish, 
sturdy^ bristly-backed animal with a fear- 
some tusk protruding on each side of its jaw. 
It snuffed the wind— saw it, perhaps, as in 
some parts is said to be possible for swine— 
and then, advancing, planted itself squarely, 
in front of the slowly advancing car, and 
said— "Urr-wouff!" In human language— "No, 
you don't!" or so it sounded to Gees. He 
stopped, puzzled, and a streak of black light- 
ning came from nowhere, and with one 
mighty leap landed on his back and clung, 
claws deeply sunken through fabric to skin, 
to hold him there. 

"Blast you, Peter!" Gees exclaimed, and 
lifted his hand to remove the cat. But Peter 
chewed at the lifted fingers, very gently, and 
began to purr. He rubbed, and Gees' hat fell 
over his eyes. 

When he had got it off, he saw Ira Warenn 
standing in the farmhouse doorway. Not so 
much standing as leaning against the door- 
post, weak with much laughter. But he felt 
like anything but laughter. 

"What is this— a circus?" he snapped out 
angrily. 

She stood erect. "The only way to stop you," 
she answered. "You meant to go, and not 
come back, I know." 

"And still mean it." he retorted, trying to 
lift Peter down. But the cat sat claw-tight, and 
Gees desisted. It was too painful. 

She came out from the doorway and stood 
beside the car. "Please, no," she said. "A little 
while— an hour? Won't you?" 

Some wistful note in the request changed 
his mind for him. It was weak, he knew: he 
had not meant to see her again, but there 
stood the boar in front of the radiator, gazing 
steadily at it as if he would let it run him 



down rather than budge. There on Gees' 
shoulders sat Peter, and Sinbad's old man 
never clung more tightly than the cat. And 
there stood Ira Warenn, pleading— the witch 
pleading! 

Slowly Gees got out and faced her, and 
Peter, moving round from his back, leaped 
to her shoulder to sit on it, waving his tail 
like a black pennon of triumph. If he stuck 
his claws in to balance himself on alighting, 
she did not flinch. Perhaps he landed claw- 
lessly. 

Gees asked, "Why?" and did not amplify 

it. 

She said simply, "To save me the trouble 
of coming to you." 

"Why should you? What have I to do with 
you, or you with»me?" 

"To find that out, I stopped your car," she 
replied. 

"Planted this menagerie in my way, you 
mean?" Anger sounded in the half-assertion, 
half-question, and his gaze emphasized it. 

She raised her voice slightly to say, in an 
authoritative, almost peremptory fashion— 
"Irene— go awayl Adolphus, to heel!" 

THE sow got up and ambled off round to 
the back of the house, her family follow- 
ing and disappearing with her. The boar ad- 
- vanced, took a distant sniff at Gees, which 
betokened curiosity, and then went behind 
his mistress and sat on his hunkers like a 
well-trained dog. Gees noted that, unlike the 
average hog, the beast was scrupulously clean. 
He was smallish and lean, with a hint of re- 
version to wild type about him, and his 
flanks and quarters betokened more power 
. of muscle than likelihood of fattening. Hud- 
son's dictum recurred to Gees' mind. Let that 
boar beget a family, then breed from the best 
and most intelligent, and the third genera- 
tion would develop points which would prove 
the pig's equality with the dog, if not su- 
periority over it. 

"Does he light the kitchen fire in 
* the mornings?" 

"Invariably." Her deep, dark eyes held 
mocking lights. "That is, after he has 
chopped the firewood and blackleaded the 
grate." 

"And now you've made me stop again, I 
want to know why." 

"Because, after seeing Jerome Naylor for 
the second time, you would not be satisfied 
if you went away now," she answered, with 
no mockery at all. "At present, perhaps, you 
think you would, but your curiosity would 
grow and grow, and in the end you would 
come back to see what is happening between 
Dark Lagny's daughter and Oger's son. And 
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your practical statement of this— this three-di- 
mensional impossibility that you know as real." 

She shook her head. "No," she said. And 
again— "No." 

"Then I'll say good morning, and if those 
pigs of yours get in my way again, I'll drive 
over them. Good morning, Miss Warenn." 

"Wait," she said. "I will tell you." 

IRA WARENN pointed at the horsehair- 
seated carving chair, set back from the 
window. She asked, "Will you sit there?" 

Gees took out his cigarette case and offered 
it. She took one, and he lighted for her and 
himself and then took the indicated seat. She 
perched herself on the edge of the circular, 
claw-legged table, facing him. 

"You want— me," she said reflectively. "All 
I know and have done and will do. You want 
to add that to all you already know— to pin me 
in your specimen case and know yourself so 
much greater through adding my knowledge 
to yours. That is so?" 

"If you hadn't spread those impediments in 
front of the car and stopped me, I'd have 
foregone the knowledge," he answered. "I 
was going away from here, not to come 
back." 

She shook her head. "You would have come 
back," she demurred. "I know. I know! Yes- 
terday evening, when I talked to you, I realised 
you as of those who know, and for all of you 
the increase of knowing is— you are always 
questing, all of you, for more. Knowing that 
you know so little. And you were afraid of 
me." 

She spoke reflectively, slowly, gazing into 
space. Gees took a long inhalation from his 
cigarette, and answered— 

"Of your magic— if that is the right word." 

"It is not. There is no magic— and you 
know it!" 

"That is true," he admitted. "Also it is true 
what you say— I wanted you— the essential you 
that can do— what you do. What Naylor told 
me you have done. I wanted— and wouldn't 
let myself want— to dissect you, to get at 
reasons. Why you, being what you are, should 
waste time and life on such an aim as that old 
feud. Near Adeptship, obviously, and yet 
you— I want to know why. I confess it." 

"I am not— I shall never be Adept," she 
said. "That is reached by— prayer and fasting, 
as the phrase goes. One goes up stage by 
stage— they went up, painfully and slowly, 
knowing the final stage would compensate for 
all they denied themselves. As Adepts they 
knew all, through patient years of ascent along 
the path. I come in to the path like a blind 
child— I know my limitations. I have not paid 
the price they paid, and so I shall never see. 
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but grope. Nor, I think, reap any profit. You 
see, I am a woman. You, I think, will yet be 
Adept. Ten— twenty years hence, perhaps. 
Thirty years hence— what are years, or what is 
one life? I am a woman." 

"Obviously." He put a tinge of satire into 
the comment. "And wasting on an old hate, 
what is, equally obviously, a mentality and 
breadth of vision given to few women. It is 
waste!" 

He put strong emphasis on the last sentence, 
realising as he did that she was incredibly 
beyond and above her setting. Here in this 
lone hamlet she had the poise and knowledge 
of a woman of the world twice her age. In the 
sense in which she had used the words, he 
wanted her— wanted to know how such a one 
knew all she knew, and how she knew it. A 
mere farmer's daughter, on the face of it, yet a 
seeress, or very near it. Here was a puzzle 
worth the solving. 

"You think it waste," she said, and flicked 
ash from her cigarette. "You are outside, look- 
ing in from the outside on what Jerome Nay- 
lor has told you. I— I am Dark Lagny's child— I 
am Dark Lagny herself, for all I know. You 
are not yet Adept— how can you judge the 
power that drives? You want me— to know me 
and my motive and driving force. You cannot 
know it, cannot comprehend it. An urge in the 
blood, driving me— centuries of hate com- 
pressed in me. So 1 tell you. You wanted me, 
and in so telling you, I reveal myself— you have 
me." 

He shook his head, threw away his cigarette 
end; and took out another. She too threw her 
stub into 'the unlighted fireplace, and as he 
reached out the case took one and a light after 
it. 

He said, "Not all of you. This is a mere 
statement. It needs amplifying, before I have 
all of you. So far, I get your coming in to the 
Path by a back door, say, stealing what Adepts 
earn— and for that, of course, you will have to 
pay, in due course. But how you steal in I can 
only guess, so far. I want to know, not guess." 

"You know, as I know, that there is no 
magic," she half-questioned. 

He nodded. "In the sense that the ignorant 
of all the ages have seen magic in natural 
sequences, there is no magic," he agreed. "Do 
you know, you are a very wonderful woman?" 

"I suppose I am." She regarded her cigarette 
end, and smiled. "Yet I am only a small child, 
half-blind and groping. On the edge of seeing, 
yet not seeing fully. It is true— there is no 
magic. We learn the use of a rule— of a law— 
and those who do not know the law say that we 
work magic. Is that not so?" 

Again he nodded assent. "Which is why they 
burned wise men at the stake, in old days," 
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more years than I have taken to reach— what? 
I myself do not yet know." 

"The beginnings," Gees suggested, after 
waiting for the end of it. 

She said, "Picture yourself a baby, groping 
your way into this world— this three-dimen- 
sional world— into which you must fit. At first 
your consciousness of material things is very 
vague— perhaps because you are so busy for- 
getting the immaterial things you have left 
to come to this state. For two— three— four 
years you are incapable of understanding what 
people say, what will hurt you, what is good 
for you— you are learning, very slowly, and in 
the learning you may hurt yourself. That is 
of three dimensions. The fourth is more diffi- 
cult." 

"Takes longer," he said— to induce her to go 
on. 

"Takes longer," she echoed. She made an- 
odd movement of her head, and for an instant 
he saw the sun-glint in her eyes, whose colour 
he was never able to determine. Then she was 
not there. Apart from the turn of her head, 
he saw no movement, but knew himself alone 
in the room. Then she was there again, 
perched on the edge of the table as if she had 
not moved. "You see?" she went on, as if there 
had been no intermission. "There is no 
magic— there is only cause and effect." 

He got his breath back with an effort. Sitting 
there, she looked utterly attractive, all woman 
—it was difficult to see her as witch, mistress 
of the old magic that is not magic, but a far 
greater thing. Yet— was she mistress of it, or 
subservient to it? 

"Don't do that again," he said, trying to 
retain normality. 

"It was the first thing I did— like the baby 
trying to walk," she told him. "I took one step, 
and came back. One step, in that fourth direc- 
tion that you know but cannot realise, and 
then I came back. Quickly, gladly. I have 
never been so much afraid as when I saw what 
that one step rev&led. There are presences- 
intelligences far beyond ours, there. And I was 
like the baby taking its first step in this world 
we know. It was a year and more before I took 
that one step again— I was afraid. I had my 
three-dimensional understanding, there in a- 
four-dimensional world. I could not see, could 
not venture farther. I— tottered, and came 
back. Dared only to come back." 

"I understand," he encouraged her. "And 
then?" 

"If you were a child of five, you would be 
in this world what 1 am in that," she told him. 
"I have to learn. I think the Adepts had to 
learn, but they had put many years of study 
into a knowledge I have stolen from the axe- 
handle— they ' were prepared, able to see, per- 



haps, when they entered on that state. As if 
for years you trained a man to work a machine, 
taught him by pictures and drawings and les- 
sons, and then took him to the machine. With 
my stolen knowledge, with no preparation, I 
face the machine, and have to learn how to use 
it." 

"In other words, consciousness of the fourth 
dimension in space does not mean control of 
that dimension," he commented thoughtfully. 

"You said you wanted me— I am giving you 
all of me," she said, and smiled. "Giving my- 
self away— isn't that the phrase? I tried the one 
step, and found myself blind and helpless— 
that was the beginning. As I say, I took that 
one step, and it was a year and more before I 
had courage enough to take it again." 

"And then?" he asked, watching the play of 
her expressions. She was forcing herself to a 
confession— why, he could not yet determine. 

"I took— the step you have just seen me take. 
One movement into that other world, which 
cuts across this. I know, now— it cuts across 
this world in which we live, and one may 
move into it, move in it, and return. Not so 
much a fourth dimension, as I see it now, as a 
fourth direction. I move in it, and as far as 
you are concerned I am not—" 

Her voice ceased, and again she was not 
there. Gees realized a little flurry of air, as if 
her effacement of herself had caused a vacuum 
that had to be filled, and as he realised it she 
was sitting again on the table edge, as if noth- 
ing had happened. 

He said, "Don't do that!" with angry em- 
phasis. 

She laughed. "One step," she said. "Not a 
three-dimensional step— you see, I don't move 
a foot or a hand. I move along another line, 
one that has no relation to the lines you know. 
Out of your sight and consciousness, to return 
into it as I went." 

Trying to retain sanity, he said, "You are a 
very dangerous person. You have got not only 
knowledge, but control of this other state of 
being. Which, as I see it, is not permitted to 
humanity— we have to live in the world we 
know. You will be destroyed, I think, as An 
and its Adepts were destroyed. You know too 
much." 

"I will risk it," she retorted defiantly. "If I 
can first destroy Jerome Naylor, I will risk all 
that my knowledge brings on me. I live to 
that end— am devoted to that end." 

"A petty, human perversion of a knowledge 
that might be of service to all mankind!" He 
condemned her with the pronouncement. 
"Knowing as you know, you ought to be big- 
ger, saner. Not like this." 

"I am what I am— Dark Lagny's child," she 
said incisively. "Set here, no matter what I 



StXJ UJOJJ pSAOIU JSJS<J A\O^J Uiiq jsuieSe Suiq 

-qm Xq ji ps^pou^ peq jsjsj sjsijm 'msu>( sq 
'jbs sqj ui sbav jbij siq— joop sqj oj jusAi sj-j 

„'SAO[ JO 

'jqojd jo 'sduesSusa -pss noX JsqjsqM 'js8 oj 
saiS oj jo8 3A.no -suop sq j.ubd JEqj— noX ipj 
j "siqj ui 'Simpou joj Sunpsiuos Suisse sj.no;^ 
•uusje^i SS FN 'P-iom Jsqjo 3i'0,, P! KS 3l l ..' no ^ 
psuJEM sa,j— noX oj dn sjj,, dn poojs 3j-[ 

■XjuSue uuq pjoj sqs „'?isij sqj S)[bj [[iai j„ 

./sSsjUSBS 'II3M— SI J I psXoJJSSp 

3q noX 'jEqj op noX ji 'noX jpj j„ pies 3q 

,,'SpUS Xjjsd OJ SJJOJ X)I(8l[U B 8(inJSAJS<J„ 

./Xiusus Xiu Xojjssp ji qjiM 
puE 'ji 3sn jjEqs I — asii oj 3ui usaiS si 'xmqj I 
'siqx sje noX se jdspy Jesu 'noX oj sugsp usas 

JOU 3iEp— 3SIJ JOU«3JEp pUE 'S|piIEq-SXE 3qj 

uiojj 3AEq 1 JEqj silpspvvoux JSqjo jo ssnsssq 
jnq,, 'plus sqs „'ox„ pE3t| jsq 2(ooqs sqs 

„3AEq noX sSps 
IA\ou5( 3qj jo [EAiAjns aqj juSASJd oj psXojjs 

-3p SEM JUSUIJUOD SJOqAi 3ip pilE 'SIJlIEpy 
JO sXEp 3l]J UI SE pS3UEA|JE JBJ OS JOU SI JJ 
•Spu3 3SIAV OJ JI 3SIJ OJ pSDUBApB qftntJUS JBJ JOU 

si 33ej iiEiunq sip joj "Simp Slip IpIM iiuijsd 
-uiej dojs— noX ujeav j jsisjsd noX ji psuuisp 
-uoa 3q ||im ooj noX o<; uoisuauiip qjinoj sup 
puoXsq sjsMod 3qj Xq psuuispuoa 'aiuojoui 

3UIE33q- JEqj SJSSJpjllI JESJii 'Jlllod UI SSSE3 »JE 

3jXoq puE sSpoq sjuuq UBiunq puoXsq 08 oj 
jqSu ou 3AEq Xsqi— Xjjis pun psssasqo aiuojsq 
usjjo sjsqEnjuids Xijm si ipiq^w /jsijjjej ou 
puE 'jej snqx, 'Xbs puE XjuiEiunq ipjEAi jEqj 
sjSMod '33Eds jo uoisusiuijj qjjnoj sup puoXsq 

SJSMod SJB SJSIJX 'OS 3q JOU [JIM JI XjIJESJ 

ui jnq 'jsAvod sip ssn oj jqSu jnoX jo (Eiusp 
ueuinq Xq sq oj ui33s Xeiu ij„ •Supjij sem pjoAi 
Xjsas jEqj sjns s^eui oj Sui-))unp ji se pus 'Xj 

-MOlS'35(ods 3J4 1( 'X3U3SiE UEUIUq XuE Xq JO[\J„ 

XlJUEUSp 

'jusmsjEjs sqj paSus^jEqs sqs .imoqM Xg„ 

./psXo.ussp sq him noX '»Mod siqj 
Suisn ui jsisjsd noX jj -U3A3 'jdapy jou sje 
no A„ paJEsdsj aq ,,'ji oj jq8u ou 3aeij no^,, 

„-jjEqs 3uoq 3qj uo XuSet 

^JEQ Xq 3UI OJ JJ3J— pE3i OJ 3UI JOJ 3J3qj SEM 
'I.. 'XpAIspUI 'p3JDipEJJUOD ' 3qS ( ,i3AEq J,, 

,,-ji oj jqSij ou 3AEq no\ -jeqj se sSpsjMou^ 
B qSUS 3SU OJ pSDUEApE Xjjusoijjns J3X JOU 
SI pUI^UBUI pilE '3SJ3AIUIJ 3qj JO S33JOJ JEUIIjd 
3qj JO 3UO JO 3Sp3JMOU1( IJIIJ OJ XeaV 3lp UO 

3je noX 'ji 33S 1 sy Xjinj ji jojjuos oj psujEsj 

3AEq UOX U31JA1— JOJJU03 XeUI noX JEIJM JO 
Suiijupjj IUE j,, 'XjiaejS jsqos qjIA\ piES 3[J 
•3JEJS J3q JO UOISU3q3jdlUOD Siq UI 3JlJSE3[d 

snojAqo qjiAi 'psjuassB aqs ..'JEqj 35(i[ jsnf„ 

•XjjnjjqSnoqj 

piES 3q ,,'HIEAl OJ SUIUJE9[ pjiqD B 3^fT[., 

^-ijDEq 

d3JS I Og "piEJJE UJE pUB 'JIJO d3JS J 'A\Of^ 
■aSOOqD I 3J31JAV OS pUE JI SUOJB SJU3UJ3AOUI 



Xiu [ojjuoa oj 3jqE sq jjEqs j 'jt oj pssn 3joui 

Ultr '3JOU1 MOUX I U3qyV\ ■J3ABJJ OJ SuiUJESJ UIE 
I ipUJM UO 3UIJ 3qj OJ J3UnfpE UE SE p3JSIX3 

Xsqj ji se 'J3qjEi JO 'JSJX3 jou pip Xsqj JI SB 

AVOUX J[B 3AV SUOISUSUIip 3qj pimOJ pUE 3AoqE 

puE jspun oS UE3 noX jnq— sjiuus jood b si ji 
— jsdsd JO J33qs E SE MOin( IJE 3M suoisusiuip 
33jqj sqj pjeSsj UE3 noX— 33s oj pjsq OS 
si JEqj suq 3qj— 3uij jEqj Suoje 3Aoiu oj Aioq 
ttoiq noX 33uo '33s no Aj , -p3Aoui jou pEq sqs ji 
se 'JE3J '3J3qj jes sqs u*ESy ,/os ■ • • jsnf,, 

•Xjqiqip3J3ui 3l[J J3AO 
jqSnoqj JOJ ssnEd e jsjje 'p3?|SE sq „iMoj-j„ 
,-3J3q 'i(3Eq psddsjs j : \\p. sea\ JEqj puy 'Aisu^ 
I jis p]noA\ noX 3J3qAV jsinb Xe[ 3q— jsinb oj 
uiiq paqjoos puE jed sqj ui uiiq jnd j„ "saioA 

E JO JSOqS X[|IJS E jnq 'pSSIEJ JOU '33UEJSip 
JE3j8 E UIOJJ JI SE UJiq OJ SUIED 33IOA JSJ-J 
33])3 3[qEJ 3ip jnoqE JJIAiS oj psjssddE JIE 3l]J 
jnq 'sjsqj jsSuoi ou sea\ sqs joj 'psdssS S33Q 
,,-^os— jno psddsjs puE 'suijb Xui ui jsjsj -))ooj 

J OS 'noX UO pSJJE3 pEq JOjXEfJ suiojsf,, 

( ,pui juneq oj Suipusjui noX 
3JV„ •§uiUMOjj 'piES sq ..'siqj 3>pi j,uop J„ 

^ SJJJSfsJ OJ X[EJ noX pjESq— JE3 JnoX UI JSJ3J 

jnd 1 jqSqXEp ui qSnoqj 'sssu^JEp ui saojsq 

p3jdul3JJE 3AEq I J3A3 UEqj 3JOUJ SI JI— sSp3 

3ip uo poojs j -Moinj noX 'sjsqj 3j3Ai noX— sjsm 
Xsqx,, •jdnjjsjui jou jJip jnq 'juassE psppou 
sq puE 'XpjUEJj piES sqs „'S3iavj psqSnsj j,, 

•asnsd e 

J3JJE psijsE sq ..iJqSpi jsej 'qSnEj jsqj puy,, 

•jqSqB sjjsjeSo 
sqj qjiM 'psijjEUisj sqs ,,'uieSe sues sjb s^\„ 

usqj 

'jqSnoqj sssq os 'ujoqsj 'jjssjsq XuSEq ijjeq 
jo— pjiqs s.XuSe-"! ^jeq 'siJjq e Suijiuis 'sSps 
sjqEj sqj uo jjssjsq pssiod upjSe puB 'jqSq 
e jsS oj uiiq pjEAiOJ psuEsj sqg -ji psMojjoj 
jsjqSq sqj puB 'sses siq psjsjjojd sy "sobj 
siq oj sjiuis b jqSnojq— puEuiuios jo— jssnb 
-sj sqj jo XEUiijspuB jEDpsEjd 'jsjjn sqx 
^IsSpsjAiouTj jnoX puoXsq suinssjd J.uop pus 
'sjjsjeSp JsqjouE sui sajo,, -jsSue jEnbs qji,\i 
pspuEuisp sqs „pui sSpnf oj noX sjb oq^vv,, 

,,-op noX jEqM mou5( J.uop nox^,, -XjijauE 
jsq pjoj sq „jXoj e sjsav ji ji se spoS sqj jo 
jjoqjspunqj e qjiM SuiXsjd sjb noX 'ppqo,, 

„-usss SAEq noX— jouued noX se saouj ubs i 
•sSpsjMou5[ sqj SAEq j jnq— snjj si jj; -ssusijEd 
jo sjbsX Xq piBd sABq pjnoqs 1 qDtqAi joj 
sSpsjAvou-jj [esjs oj Xjj pus 'qjsd sqj Suoje 
jbj jutod e jb ui [bsjs 1 apqAV 'SuiuuiSsq 
sqj uiojj savouij oqM suo psssj j jeijj jssjjs 
ui sui pjoj 'sui jsao psjSAioj nox^ "noX qjiM 
s-jjods jsjij j jusuioui sqj uiojj sui ps8usj[Eqs 
no\ ,>Xji[pnj si JEqM puE ssn si jEqAv Xes 
oj noX sjb oqM jnq 'sjij jo ssn uesui puB jjeuis 
Xjsa e 'Xjijijnj b si ji noX ox iMouij j "psjiH 
-jnj sq jsnui ssodjnd sqj jnq 'aioUtj jou op j— 
JSJJV 'ssodjnd b uyjuj oj 'SJsqMssp sq jqSuu 



I 



HER WAYS ARE DEATH 



43 



stance and sat in the doorway, looking up, as 
if praying this stranger to stay. Gees bent to 
tickle the cat's ears. 

"No use, old chap," he said. "She's far too 
set on her course. Good-bye, Miss Warenn." 

"But I wanted to tell you— ask you—" she 
began, and broke off. 

"I said — good-bye. Miss Warenn," he re- 
peated coldly, and went out to the car. 

Since neither Irene nor Adolphus was in 
evidence, he drove away, along the tortuous 
lane, shadowed by the downs, that took him 
to the main road and Londonward. 

THE flat, on the third floor of No. 37, Little 
Oakfield Street, which is an exceedingly 
decorous and respectable street not far from 
the Haymarket, consisted of four rooms— and 
usual domestic offices, of course. Gees reserved 
two rooms as his residence, maintained one as 
his own very comfortably furnished office, and 
the fourth, on the right of the short corridor 
as one entered the flat, was devoted to Miss 
Brandon's use. 

She had been his secretary since, to ' his 
father's wrath, he had announced in the per- 
sonal columns of otherwise unblemished news- 
papers that he was prepared to tackle any- 
thing from mumps to murder. 

The day after his return from Troyarbour, 
she sat behind the typewriter on her desk, 
smoking one of Gees' cigarettes, while he sat 
on the corner of the desk. He had dictated all 
he could tell her about his visits to Naylor and 
interviews with Ira Warenn, and now her 
shorthand notebook lay closed beside her, un- 
til he should see fit to go to his own room and 
leave her to get on with the transcription. 

He appeared in no hurry, but, for him un- 
usually and gravely thoughtful. Miss Brandon 
sat silent, waiting. She was, as he had realised 
long since, an exceedingly attractive girl, and 
a clever one as well. Clever enough to hide 
from him the fact that he had so far grown 
into her life, become such a part of her 
thought and feeling, as to form her chief in- 
terest. Clever enough to retain a cool, rather 
satiric attitude, knowing full well that any 
change in their relationship would end her 
tenancy of this room: she wanted to keep near 
him: some day, perhaps, he might realise that 
he had only to ask . . . 

T oday, she" waited, and in the end stubbed 
out the cigarette in the ash-tray she had so 
placed that he could use it too. Instantly his 
case flew into his hand, and opened itself 
under her eyes. 

She said, "No, thank you, Mr. Green. Not 
just now." 

"Oomph! Did you get all I've been telling 
you?" 



"I can promise you an accurate transcrip- 
tion," she answered coolly. 

"And what have you!" He put acrid em- 
phasis into the comment. "I meant— did you 
take it all in enough to discuss it?" 

"I— yes, I think so, if you wish to discuss it 
with me. That fourth dimension part of it is 
rather over my head, I'm afraid. I know very 
little about the subject— except I know that if 
we could find a fourth perpendicular to the 
three we already comprehend, we should open 
up a new world, and have full control of this 
we know." 

"That's all anyone knows," he said. "Except, 
perhaps, this Ira Warenn. She's found it, past 
doubt, but there's a vast difference between 
—I might find a herd of elephants, but that's 
not to say I could make money out of giving 
tuppenny rides on 'em. You get that." 

She nodded, thoughtfully. "One has to 
learn, just as one learned to walk and talk. 
Yes. In a different world. New conditions- 
yes." 

"New— presences," he added. "You've got it 
down— what was it she told me? Yes— intelli- 
gences far beyond ours. In the world that in- 
terpenetrates ours, the fourth perpendicular 
cutting across all three that we know. Ob- 
viously those intelligences must be far beyond 
ours, since they have full comprehension of 
this fourth direction— line of movement, or 
what you like to call it. Consider that at this 
moment you and I are being watched and 
studied, perhaps, by those far vaster intellects 
—and moving as they can they are able to see 
into our minds and spread out our very 
thoughts while we are restricted to speech for 
interpretation of what we want to express—" 

"I'd rather not consider it," she interrupted. 

"You prefer normality, eh? Well, I don't. 
I want to explore that fourth direction, learn 
to step out from solidity into that unknown 
region as she stepped out. Out and back, at 
will." 

"Which means, you will go back to Troyar- 
bour," she asserted. 

"I shall not!" He put vigour into the de- 
nial. "A, I've paid in Naylor's cheque for 
eighteen guineas, told him I'll have nothing 
more to do with him, and so finished the case. 
B, I am definitely afraid of that woman— girl, 
for she's little more. I don't know what her 
age actually is, except that she's so strong an 
example of heredity that in development she's 
centuries old. I mean she has a vast inherited 
knowledge, a store that she hadn't to learn 
again at the beginning of this present life. As 
if Dark Lagny had come back to earth." 

"I know," she said. "We all have— flashes, 
call them— of prenatal memory, at times. Some 
of us more than others." 
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"Aye," Ephraim concurred. "We c'n du wi' 
some wet." 

"Aye," said Sam, "but it'll be tu laate. I 
lifted all my taters, an' they'm not right oop 
to sizeishness. An' my marrers— well!" 

"Aye," said Ephraim, sympathetically. 

Abruptly and involuntarily they staggered 
apart, as if a wedge of enormous dimensions 
had been suddenly thrust down between them. 
Sam emitted an "Owl" that was nearly a 
screech, and Ephraim grunted as if whatever 
had struck him had got him in the wind. Then 
tfie two of them faced each other, warily, an- 
grily, each with balance recovered. 

"Whoy'd yu du thaat, Ephraim?" Sam de- 
manded. 

"It wur yu," Ephraim responded harshly. 
"It wuren't me." 

"Yu hit me in the belly!" Sam said wrath- 
fully. "F'r tu pins I'd pound yu, Ephraim 
Knapper, till yu howled." 

"It wur yu, I tell yu," Ephraim insisted. "Yu 
hit me i' the belly so my beer nigh riz on me. 
Whoy'd yu do thaat, Sam?" 

"Dooan't be a fule!" Sam urged. "Else, I'll 
ppund yu, I saay!" 

Then, both recovering breath, they became 
conscious of a faint scent that an eddy of the 
night wind drove at them. Such a scent as 
sometimes drifts to one's nostrils from a wom- 
an's hair— but the moonlight showed clear 
space all round them. There was a gap in the 
cloud wrack through which the pale light 
shone down, and from the back of the inn to 
Sam's doorway, and for the thirty yards or 
more of open ground to either side, was no 
human being but themselves. 

Sam whispered, "Reckon I'll carry a Bible 
when I goo about o' nights. Wish I had a 
little 'un— mine's a big owd thing." 

Ephraim parted his lips to utter, perhaps, 
some similar vow, but whatever he would have 
said was lost. For from somewhere between 
the two of them sounded the ghost of a laugh, 
deep-toned and musical— the tiny semblance, 
as it were, of a woman's laughter. 

With bristling hair the pair of them stared 
at each other, and Ephraim's teeth chattered 
as he stared. Then with one impulse they 
faced toward their homes and ran— yes, 
scampered, those elderly men, like agile boys. 
One door slammed, another door slammed, 
and Ephraim faced his wife, an elder sister of 
Martha Kilmain, and fully as large and for- 
midable as that more prosperous postmistress. 

"What on yearth is wrong wi' you, Ephraim 
Knapper?" she demanded. 

"She— she laughed ag'in," Ephraim half- 
sobbed. "Outside." 

"Stuff!" said Mrs. Knapper, angrily and 
contemptuously. "An' yu neenter reckon to 



smesh our door, neether. What's wrong wi' 
you is beer, Ephraim Knapper— beer! I've no 
patience!" 

Ephraim removed his boots in silence, and 
crept humbly to bed. 

• » • 

Two days later, Miss Brandon opened the 
morning's letters, ignoring the fact that three 
of them were marked "Personal." She had her 
orders from Gees on that point. He had told 
her that, if he indulged in any low intrigues 
of which the particulars were not fit for pe- 
rusal by her virgin eye, he would let her know 
in advance, and had added that Personal on 
an envelope almost certainly meant that the 
inquiry itself was a dud. So she opened them 
all. 

One she put aside from the rest, and, after 
perusing and sorting them, some for answer 
by herself, and some for Gees' attention, she 
returned to consideration of this separate mis- 
sive, to which a pinkish, blue-stamped slip— a 
cheque — was pinned. She read the letter 
again: 

Messrs. Gees, 

37, Little Oak-field Street, S.W.I. 
Dear Sirs, 

We have been instructed by Mr. J. St. 
Pol Naylor that the enclosed cheque is 
not to be paid on presentation. We there- 
fore return the cheque herewith. 
Yours truly, 

p.p Barkminister Bank, Ltd. 

Manager. 

Try as she would. Miss Brandon could make 
nothing of the signature: it was as illegible as, 
if not more illegible than, a doctor's prescrip- 
tion, and she gave it up to think over the 
letter. 

She wanted to hold it back— she even went 
so far as to question whether she herself could 
pay the eighteen guineas into Gees' account, 
and so prevent him from knowing that Nay- 
lor had— to put it colloquially — bilked him. 
But it could not be done: she had just bought 
her new fur coat for the winter. No, he would 
have to see it, and then— she knew what would 
happen. Oh, yes! She knew, very well! 

When, as was his habit, Gees came to lean 
in her doorway, give her "Good-morning," 
and suggest a matutinal cigarette— which she 
sometimes accepted— she held the letter with 
its enclosure out to him mutely, and he ad- 
vanced to rake it from her and read it. Then, 
dropping it from before his eyes, he gazed 
steadily at her till she felt herself blushing. 
She wanted to hide from that gaze— anything 
but meet it. 
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J. St. Pol Naylor, not to measure wits against 
this witch, or join in with her to wage the feud 
she maintained against Naylor. No! Not for 
a barrel of the stuff! Rest and food and drink 
at Todd's, then to get the car pulled out of 
the mud back there along the lane, and to 
beard Naylor and make him realise that he 
could not play the fool. 

Moonrise, evidently— the greyness of young 
night was lightening, now. And the rain was 
lessening, too. Abruptly Gees walked into a 
white wall, a blanket of fog, warm and close- 
clinging. He took four more steps, five— and 
stumbled against a bank. The side of the lane, 
obviously, yet he had, as far as he kne"' been 
keeping a straight line toward Tr nr. 
He set off again, and found himself st 
—was it the bank on the opposite s. lie 
lane, or on the same side? 

Conscious that he had lost his sense of di- 
rection, he stood a moment to reflect, and de- 
cided that, if he went very slowly, and kept 
quite close to the bank, he would eventually 
get either back to Wren's farm, as they called 
it, or to Troyarbour, according to the direc- 
tion in which he^was now facing— and whether 
he were facing toward or away from the vil- 
lage was more than he knew, after those two 
stumbles against the bank— or banks— bound- 
ing the narrow land. If his eyes had been com- 
pletely bandaged he could not have been more 
surely deprived of sight than by this suddenly 
enveloping fog. 

Step by slow step, taking care to keep to the 
slope of the bank, and not leave it for the 
comparative level of the middle lane, he went 
on— or back? He could not tell, until he 
stepped out from the blinding reek as sudden- 
ly as he had entered it, and saw again the dark 
oblong of the farmhouse, now ahead of him 
and to his right. Here was no fog, only the 
grey gloom of heavily clouded night with a 
full moon. He looked back, and saw only the 
same grey dimness, no sign of fog. 

What was wrong With him? . 

He remembered the tale of Gunnar the 
Bald, who went a-viking in his long ship after 
he had incurred the wrath of Skal, an Iceland 
witch. Gunnar had laughed at Skal's threats 
of vengeance, and had sailed out on what 
looked like a prosperous voyage, until, on a 
night of full moon, blinding, clinging fog had 
dropped over the ship as he held to the steer- 
ing oar, and in it he had piled the vessel on 
the rocks of Orkney and found his doom— the 
doom the witch Skal had promised him. Men 
of Orkney had waited on the beach to repel 
the ravager, and, so the legend went, they had 
seen no fog! 

Yet, Ira Warenn had agreed, there is no 
magic! 



In some way she had learned that he was 
returning to Troyarbour, and wanted to as- 
sure herself, perhaps, that he did not intend 
to side with Naylor against her. Perhaps that 
was it. If not, what did she want of him? By 
the look of things, if she who was garnering 
secrets of old time had mastered that of blind- 
ing one by a semblance of fog, she wanted to 
stop him from passing her house, wanted him 
to come to her, not go on to the inn. He said 
aloud, "Very well— we'll see!" and devoutly 
prayed that he would see, all the way to the 
inn. He was not going any nearer that house 
of hers. No, not if he had to wander in the 
wet darkness until dawn, or go back to the 
car and sleep in it. Magic or no magic, he w2s 
not to be beaten by her. 

On and on he tramped, till he knew himself 
far past the point at which he had stepped in- 
to the blinding white wall and lost himself, 
and the night lightened, for the moon was 
now climbing up the sky and raying on to the 
layers of cloud. No fog— not even the slight- 
est of mists. He said aloud, "Beaten you!" and 
laughed. 

Was it an echo? Was his laugh deep-toned 
and musical, a sound to bring one to a pause, 
with a little thrill that was half pleasure in the 
lure of the sound, half apprehension lest one's 
most secret thought was being interpreted? 
He barked out a single derisive, "Ha!" and 
plodded on, and from some fold of ground the 
"Ha!" came back to him— yes, that was echo, 
and nothing else. 

Which proved that the other had been some- 
thing else— someone else. 

Now he saw the lights of the inn, and 
breathed easily. Now he had the door open, 
had entered the bar-room, and Todd gaped 
at him. Disregarding the five worthies— .Fred 
Carphin had evidently been forgiven, for he 
was back there with the others— Gees dropped 
his suitcase on the brick floor with a thud, and 
faced Todd. 

"Whisky," he said. "A half-tumbler of 
whisky— and gimme a syphon if you have one. 
I'll make the mixture myself. Gimme the bot- 
tle — I want something more than a mere 
double. And the same room?" 

"Cert'nly, sir," Todd answered, and put 
down bottle and glass. "You— you mean to 
make a treble, sir, I take it." 

"I'm taking it," Gees told him. "Very nearly 
neat, too. Draw those chaps a pint apiece, 
Todd," he said, "and have what you like your- 
self—take it all and the whisky out of this. 
You haven't got a bath-room, I know, but 
could you build me a good fire to sit over 
awhile?" 

"Come through this way, sir," Todd invited, 
and lifted the bar flap. 
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really home-cured— a rare thing in these days 
— with pickled onions, home-baked bread, 
Dorset butter and Cheshire cheese so ripe that 
only a connoisseur would risk it. A truly 
Olympian lunch, in fact, and with that as lin- 
ing Gees brooded over a cigarette and a final 
half-pint of bitter, and then set out for Wren's 
farm. 

He had no plan of campaign in mind, but 
was prepared to be guided by circumstances— 
and, possibly, by Ira Warenn. When knocking 
at the front door of the house produced no re- 
sult—three knocks, crescendoed from forte to 
fortissimo— he went round to the back, and 
found the girl he wanted to see, in a badly 
soiled blue overall, feeding maize to a gawky 
brood of last spring's chickens, with Adolph- 
us squatting on his hunkers beside her and 
watching the proceedings with faint interest. 
The boar stood up and wouffed as Gees round- 
ed the corner of the house. 

"Sit down, Dolph!" his mistress bade severe- 
ly, and he obeyed. She said, "I'm sorry I 
couldn't come to the door, Mr. Green. 
Adolphus would have snatched one or two 
of these fowls, if I'd left him with them, and 
having begun to feed them, I must finish." 

"Of course," he assented. "The genus sus is 
omnivorous, I know. I've seen three small 
chickens go down a pig's throat before he 
could be driven off the brood. They got into 
his stye." 

"And Adolphus is no exception," .she ob- 
served calmly, shaking the last of the maize 
out from the wooden bowl among the fowls. 
"I was going to get out of this dirty rag and 
take him for his afternoon exercise, now. Was 
it anything important you wanted to see me 
about?" 

"Supposing I join you on the walk, and talk 
it over?" he suggested. 

!'If you wish. Just one moment, please." 

Unfastening the belt and three buttons of 
overall, she stripped it off, and took it and the 
bowl to place them on a bench beside the 
back door of the house. Then she faced him 
again, dressed exactly as he had first seen her, 
except for flat, low-heeled shoes that, to his 
thought, marred the effect — they were not 
dainty enough. She said, "That's all. I am 
quite ready. So is Adolphus. Where would 
you like to go? I generally make a two-mile 
tramp of it." 

"I'll leave direction and distance entirely to 
you," he answered. "AH this country is new 
ground to me— the very existence of so remote 
a place as Troyarbour is still incredible to me. 
Its isolation." 

"It was not always so," she told him. "Main 
roads, as you know them, are comparatively 
new things, and in old time this lane was a 



respectable road by comparison. It has riot 
kept abreast of the times, not been 'taken 
over' as the phrase goes, and widened and 
made up, but is still the private property of 
Troyarbour Hall for nearly all its length. And 
the squires, of Troyarbour do not want the 
place to grow." 

"It won't, while that lane remains what it 
is," he declared rather grimly. "But aren't 
you going to get a hat?" 

"Why should I? It isn't raining— and if it 
were I wouldn't care. I'll take you up to the 
crest that gives the place its name, and you 
shall see all of Troyarbour. Have you time, 
though?" 

"As much as you care to spare," he an- 
swered: 

"This way, then. Come along, Dolph! And 
don't eye those chickens like that!" She spoke 
the last sentence with severity, and the boar, 
understanding perfectly, fell in behind the 
pair of them as she turned toward the slope 
which went up from behind the farm build- 
ings. 

"You can estimate what the place was by 
the size of the church," she remarked as they 
walked slowly, bent-kneed, up the steep slope. 
"I believe the same thing applies to Norfolk 
and other agricultural districts where the pop- 
ulation shrank after the Black Death. This 
church seats five hundred— used to seat them— 
and now the whole population of Troyarbour 
is not more than a hundred and fifty souls. 
That is, if they all have souls. One has doubts, 
in some cases." 

IT WAS difficult to reconcile this easily 
speaking, self-possessed woman with the 
bizarre girl who had poured what she called 
cowslip wine for the two of them. Equally 
difficult to~realise that one so plainly of the 
world beyond this village was a tenant farm- 
er's daughter, and now a tenant farmer her- 
self. So, silent for the while, Gees reflected, 
and she turned her head to smile at him, with 
evident amusement. 

"It is the same person," she said. "Some- 
times, you know, I wish it were not. Wish I 
were not— fated and fey, as I am." 

"We make our own fates, Miss Warenn," he 
said gravely. 

"A brave saying, but not quite true," she 
retorted, rather wistfully. " 'We are ever and 
always slaves of these, the suns that scorch and 
the winds that freeze.' Not literally, but— let's 
talk of other things, if talk we must, ^hy did 
you want to see me?" 

"I came back here to see Naylor," he an- 
swered, "to collect a debt that he refused to 
pay— refused insultingly. Now he has refused 
to see me, sent a message that he was not at 
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way. I could only explain it fully if you were 
able to comprehend that fourth direction of 
movement— but then I should not have to ex- 
plain. You would know as I know. I might 
sfcow you, teach you—" 

"Control of this fourth dimension?" he 
asked. 

She shook her head. "I have not yet got 
control of it," she answered. "Give you com- 
prehension of it, say, such as 1 have myself. I 
think, with your greater knowledge, you could 
get control, and perhaps in turn teach me. 
Because— 1 have no right to what I know of it." 

"No," he said, very soberly. "You are rather 
like a child sitting on a ton or so of high ex- 
plosives, playing with the switch that might 
blow you to fragments at any moment. Some- 
thing like that." 

"I'm cold!" The way in which she shivered 
proved it. "Ephraim will be going home soon, 
too. and I want to see him before he goes. And 
Adolphus has had his exercise, and I've shown 
you all Troyarbour." 

HE LOOKED down, and saw the village in 
its two separate yet connected hollows 
under the downs, with the Hall in yet a third 
hollow, and the lane that wound toward the 
Italian gates— closed again now, those gates. 
And the lone farmhouse with its outbuildings, 
quite apart from the life of the village, as she 
was apart from it all. A witch, perhaps, but 
in this climb no more than a girl like other 
girls— except for her hair and eyes, which were 
unlike any other that he knew or had seen. 
The mentality of her, for this hour, was so 
normal as to make him doubt the qualities he 
knew existed in her, or the power over which, 
as yet, she had only partial control. He took 
her arm again. 

" 'The suns that scorch us, the winds that 
freeze'," he quoted after her. "Yes, you're very 
little more than human, in reality. You've 
found something that might change the world, 
and you not only can't use it, but would put 
it to a small and personal use if you could." 

"To what use would you put it?" she asked, 
rather sharply. 

"I wouldn't use it to destroy one man," he 
answered bluntly, "I wouldn't use it to scare 
simple minds like those I find in the bar-room 
of the village pub. I might try to put it to real 
use." 

"What is real use?" she demanded, with a 
bitted tinge to the question. "Could you make 
men other than what they are— could you 
change the cruelty and selfishness that rules the 
world? I seek to destroy one man— I admit it, 
because it is my purpose in life, something 
greater and stronger than myself. 

"If you gained full control of this I know— 



this power of movement that sets one free in a 
way you cannot comprehend— and taught it to 
others, what do you think would be the result? 
Some country— this country, perhaps— would 
use it to master other countries, make itself 
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their aspirates?" she asked. "Their dialect does 
not include that perversion of speech." 

"I don't think theirs is a perversion." he 
said. "But I was questioning in my mind— it's 
nothing, though." 

"Just nothing!" A trace of mockery marred 
the music of her voice. "But I'll tell you. We 
Warenns have held this farm since our castle 
was destroyed— you were thinking of how my 
father owed rent when he died, and so Jerome 
Naylor came to threaten me. It was not that 
we could not pay, but that my father would 
hot pay, till the roof had been put back on 
the barn. You see there is a roof on it now— 
my father demanded what was due from his 
landlord before he would pay what was due 
from him. And— what I need, I have. You 
understand?" 

"That it isn't safe even to think, with you," 
he answered. 

She smiled, the smile that was more in her 
eyes than on her lips, and again he recalled 
Naylor's definition of her as "allure unutter- 
able." She said, "Most of your thoughts are 
deep red or even violet-purple, and still quite 
transparent. Only the black and grey are be- 
yond reading. But all this is new to me— I am 
still learning." 

"Learning what?" he asked, with the harsh- 
ness of incredulity. 

"If I told you, you wouldn't understand- 
yet," she arjswered. 

"Yet?" Echoing the word, he looked full into 
her eyes, and knew he would never be able 
to determine their colour. In that, though 
not in the shade of colour, they were like a 
phosphorescent wave he had once seen in the 
Mediterranean— once and never again. A hue 
that does not belong on earth, an indescribable 
beauty of light. So, but of darkness rather 
than of light, was the depth of her eyes, a dark 
radiance to which he could put no name. 

"I believe you will," she said. "If— Listen!" 

He heard it— the musical, yet terrible, clang- 
ing resonance that she had said came from the 
sword in the chest, the singing sword. He 
asked, when it d>ed down, "What does it 
mean?" 

She shook her head. "I have not asked," she 
answered. "I have not been told. I— the wine- 
will you come in with me? I need warmth— 
the wine. Will you— drink it with me?" 

"Why?" he asked prosaically. 

"Because I am afraid— the sword's song. Will 
you?" 

He nodded assent, and she led the way to- 
ward the door. Following her, he entered the 
house. The song of the sword had ceased. Day- 
light was just beginning to fail, and the com- 
fortless furnishings of the room he knew were 
sing some of their dinginess as dusk softened 



their outlines. The girl said, "Wait," and left 
him standing by the carven-lidded chest, seeing 
its age-gleaned sheen as almost luminous in 
the first beginning of night's gloom. 

CHAPTER V 

ENCHANTMENT 

SHE RETURNED, and, facing her, Gees 
saw that she had brought the squat bot- 
tle, and the two glasses that— according 
to her— a Varangian had taken home with him 
from Byzantium. He asked, "What do you 
want with me?" and even to himself the words 
sounded querulous. 

She asked in turn, "What do you want with 
me?" and he heard laughter in the question. It 
angered him, unreasonably. 

"Nothing!" He almost shouted it. "You and 
your pigs!" 

"And Peter— don't forget Peter." She 
sounded not in the least perturbed by his 
wrath. "Peter?" She made a call of it. "Oh, 
Peter!" 

A flurry of movement, a black shape that 
leapecj to her shoulders, and sat regarding 
Gees with baleful, greenish eyes, more fully 
alight than the gloom of the room warranted. 
He said, "I knew it all the time— you are a 
witch. And that isn't a cat at all— it'll turn 
into a bandersnatch any minute. Or a tove— a 
slithy one." 

• "It's the wrong season— they're summer 
creatures," she said calmly, and tickled Peter's 
ear as he sat back of her shoulders and purred, 
like a sawmill cutting hardwood. She took up 
the bottle and withdrew its cork, to poise it 
over one of the two flimsy glasses. 

"That's for yourself, because you're cold," 
he said. "I know— that stuff is a fire that 
trickles down to your toes. But I'm not cold- 
don 't fill the other glass. Is it cowslip wine 
again?" 

"No," she answered, deliberately. "This is 
the liquor Freya poured for Odin, the potion 
that made him give up the Ring which hid her 
from the giants, so that they took the gold 
instead of her as their price for building 
Valhalla. It is the charm with which Dark 
Lagny bought her lovers. Do you want to know 
more about it?" 

"I do," he said with dry irony. "Are you 
trying to buy a lover?" 

-She filled the second glass, and held it out 
to him. "Drink, and tell me," she retorted with 
equal irony. "Am I so cheap?" 

On that, he took the glass. "I'm sorry," he 
said contritely. "I had an idea— never mind. 
To— to the best of you." 
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HER EYES smiled. "You are the first man 
to enter this room since my father died," 
she said. "Will you put your glass down- 
here?" 

Moving toward the divan, she put her own 
glass on the ebony stool beside the lacquer 
bowl, and Gees placed his there too. Then she 
turned and stood facing him. She seemed sud- 
denly hesitant, even nervous. 

"1 want to— to try an experiment with you," 
she said. "It was for that I tried to make you 
come to me last night—" 

"What was it— that fog?" he interrupted 
"Not real fog." 

"No. It was in your eyes only. Some time, 
I'll tell vou how it is done. Now, as I said, I 
want to try an experiment with you." 

"And if I say I won't let you?" Momentarily 
his distrust— even fear— of her came back. She 
was a witch. She had blinded him in an at- 
tempt at compelling him to come to her— for 
what? 

"I want to find out if it is possible to take 
you with me— to take anyone with me— into 
the other world I am beginning to learn," she 
explained. "You see, when I enter it, all I am 
wearing goes with me. Do you remember 
Wells' story of the invisible man?" 
- "And how he caught cold because he 
couldn't make his clothes invisible." He nod- 
ded understanding. "But you can— you do, I 
know. Disappear clothes and all, I mean. It's 
one of those matter-of-fact details that 
wouldn't occur to one's mind, but an impor- 
tant one all the same. But how do you pro- 
pose to include me in this?" 

"This way." She moved so near as to stand 
touching against him. "Now put your arms 
around me as if— as if I were buying a lover. 
So!" She reached up, and he felt her arms go 
round his neck— and the scent of her night- 
black hair, lying against his lips, was like a 
breath out of Eden. She said, "Sb hold me-" 
and he felt her strain and press closely to him 
in a tense embrace that he knew was quite 
passionless. Even as he held her thus, he knew 
lie was only subject of an experiment. 

For a moment— or an age— she took him with 
her. The room disappeared. Without moving, 
he had been moved, and while he was still con- 
scious of her clasp he knew fear, great and ter- 
rible. For she had drawn him into a world of 
such light as does not exist on earth, of sounds 
beyond the range of the normal human ear, 
of colours infra and ultra, such as the human 
eye cannot perceive. A world in which were 
vast Presences, comparable with nothing that 
he knew, and beyond all description. There 
was in that state neither time nor distance, but 
he was beyond and outside them, not in space, 
but in an infinity in which he could take hold 



on space and roll it up, hold it in his hands 
and look at any part of it— if only he could 
get past the tremendous fear that bound him 

to helplessness. 

The Presences of which he was aware passed 
through and interwove with each other, yet 
were separate. He was one with Ira, clasped 
to her in inextricable embrace, yet a world 
away from her. And they two, one yet sep- 
arate, were ants in a cathedral so vast that its 
confines did not exist for them— and why he 
had the sense of a cathedral he could not tell. 
He was before and behind and under and 
above Intelligences beside which the human 
mind is no more than a thousandth part of an 
atom, and They were passionless, Their con- 
sciousness of him was that of a vast reason 
considering the minutest bud on a twig. 

For Them, he existed, as for a man a grain 
of sand exists— and no more than that. And 
They were Many, yet One— in this state was 
neither separateness nor unity, for there was 
no space, and no time, but infinity in which 
all things are one, all consciousnesses one, yel 
all are separate, for where space does not exist 
there are borti unity and separateness, yel 
there is neither of those two. And he knew 
that, although space did not exist, yet it was 
there, as time was there, and both were no 
more than thoughts in the minds of these 
Presences, incomprehensible as these were to 
three-dimensional mentality, just as Athanas- 
ius found his Trinity incomprehensible. 

In that timeless, spaceless state, Gees knew 
that until he entered it he had always con- 
sidered the Athanasian creed an example of 
unconscious humour, but knew now that the 
saint had had a glimpse of this fourth per- 
pendicular along which he, Gees, had been 
moved, and in the light of that glimpse had 
tried to define his belief, knowing it beyond 
definition as he tried. 

In the light of that glimpse! Light unbe- 
lievable, colour incredible, a feast of glory in 
which desire failed, and adoration for the 
Maker of these things became too great for 
bearing. Sound that went past mere music, 
since it far exceeded the gamut of the human 
ear, and rolled in on his consciousness as the 
triple chord of the universe, comprehending 
all music and all discord, for music and dis- 
cord were one, but discord was harmony in 
this infinity, since it was comprehensible as 
part of the vast plan of things. And this, he 
knew, was but a fourth dimension. What of 
the fifth, and sixth— and all that range which 
lies too far beyond space and time for even a 
fourth-dimensional Presence to comprehend 
it? 

Gees knew, in the infinitesimal part of a sec- 
ond that was yet an age, since it was out of 
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HER WAYS 

"That is not on the Rod— it is all new to 
me," she said. "I am not that— what did you 
eall her?" 

"Har-Ees. It sounds ugly at first, but if you 
think it a few times, it's a name that clings 
and stings." 

"You are a man." She smiled up at him as 
she stood, very near him. "And your judgments 
are harsh— perhaps on this Har-Ees as they 
are on me. Yes, I think I like that name. An 
echo, in a way of . . . Gees." 

He looked down into her eyes, and realised 
as he saw into their luminous depths that 
complete darkness was very near. How much 
time had he spent here with her? 

He said. "Good-night, Miss Warren," quite 
conventionally, and went out, leaving her 
standing there. He had left his hat somewhere, 
but did not know where to look for it. Nor 
would he look for it. He went out from the 
house, and down toward the village and the 
inn, hurrying before she could blind him 
with fog, or in some other way force, him 
to go back to her. 

He was afraid bf her, terribly afraid of her! 

TWO lines of Browning's Abt Vogler, other 
than those he had quoted to Miss Bran- 
don, went with Gees as he tramped determin- 
edly toward the inn: two lines, at first, and 
then the precedent two, so that the lour ran 
in his mind— 

"Novel splendours burst forth, grew familiar 

and dwelt with mine, 
Not a point nor peak but found and fixed its 

wandering star: 
Meteor moons, balls of blaze, and they did 

not pale nor pine, 
/■or earth had attained to heaven, there zvas 

no more near nor jar." 

He repeated it— " 'No more near nor far'!" 
And added, "He knew. Oh, yes, he knew! I 
don't know, but I have seen." 

He went on. Back there at the farm, she 
was calling to bim to come back. She was a 
witch, and he could feel the call, but he 
would not go back. No, there was no magic, 
only applied science-but the woman had 
power. 

He would not go back. 

A voice came out from the gloom, "Good 
evenin', zur." 

"Good evening," he answered friendlily, 
even ingratiatingly. "Who is it? You sound as 
if you knew me." 

"Thadger, zur— Zam Thadger, they moztly 
calls me." 

"Ah, yes! I've got you, Sam. A bit stiff in 
the joints, by what you said the other night, 
but still able to sink the odd pint." 
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Sam Thatcher chuckled. "Zo be it come my 
waay," he agreed. 

"And what are you doing outside The 
Three Thorns this time of night, if I might 
ask?" Gees pursued, keeping step with the 
slow-moving Sam. 

"Mus' Timms got a cow calved— I works for 
Mus' Timms," Sam explained. "Cow's calved 
— mozly they calves arter midnight, but zhe 
wur moor conzidable (Gees divined that he 
meant to say considerate) an' dropped en. 
Rackon I arned a pint, stoppin' laate." 

"And now you're going to get it," Gees sug- 
gested. 

"Arter I put missis quiet," Sam said. "I goes 
hoam, an' then— my pint. Wunnerful good 
f'r the innards, is beer." 

"Is that so?" Gees put a vast amount of 
curiosity into the query. 

"Yu be gooin' to see Mus' Todd, zur," Sam 
said with cold dignity. "I'm gooin' hoam. Gi' 
you goo'-night. zur." 

He branched away, though he might have 
continued another score yards with Gees to- 
ward the inn doorway. The ironic question 
had got under his skin, evidently, and Gees 
regretted it. One had to be careful with these 
men. They were on their own ground, and 
he was a mere furriner among them. Furriners 
must not take even verbal liberties. 

Within a yard of the inn door, he stopped 
abruptly. Those two glasses— they still stood, 
filled for the second time, on the little ebony 
table. Rather, they had so stood when he left 
the green and crimson room. She would have 
moved them by now, emptied them. 

It was nothing: rather it was an absurdity 
that such a trifle should recur to his mind as 
if it had some importance. In the tremendous 
moment through which she had impelled him 
to live, he had forgotten all about the refilled 
glass, and now he had a feeling that he 
ought to have drunk its contents. A curious 
fluid, like nothing he had ever tasted or 
smelt. Dark Lagny's brew, Ira had said. 

Resolutely he put it from his mind, and 
opened the inn door to enter. Three of the 
worthies, Carphin, Hodden and Cowder, had 
already begun their evening session, and they 
gave him grave "Evenin', zur," as he moved 
toward the bar, a greeting that he returned 
cheerfully, while he took in the man who 
stood, one elbow on the bar and a glass be- 
side it, a new figure in the place, as far as 
Gees was concerned. 

A middle-aged man in shabby but evidently 
well cut brown tweeds and heavy brogue 
shoes, muddied and— by the look of them— 
seldom cleaned. From under an ancient and 
slightly greasy-banded soft felt hat his griz- 
zled, bristly hair showed, and under it his 
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"Ah! I think all the health inspectors in 
the county tried to find out why that hap- 
pened. Naylor had taken the child to London 
to see what could be done about developing 
astigmatism, and I think the bacilli got at her 
there. She was a very delicate little thing, puny 
and undersized. He brought her back and— it 
was diphtheria killed her. She might have got 
over the fever— probably would. May have 
caught it in London, and then again it may 
have been flies. Infecting milk, or food— some- 
thing. A terrible thing for him.". 

"A terrible thing for any man," Gees ob- 
served. 

"Yes, but-if you'd seen- him before he lost 
those two-contrast that with what he is now! 
An utterly different man." 

Ge£s remembered the album of photographs 
Naylor had bidden him look over. But. he re- 
flected, though Ira Warenn had claimed (in 
some measure) responsibility for Naylor's loss- 
es, it appeared by what Firth said that they 
were due to natural causes. There remained 
the death of his favourite dog, but a veterinary 
surgeon had attributed that, too. to a natural 
cause. Mere was ground for some relief. 

Why? He pulled himself up sharply. Why 
should he feel relief over acquitting her of 
having caused Naylor's losses? And could he 
acquit her, in spite of what Firth had said? 
She had powers, as she had proved to him this 
afternoon, and they might extend in other di- 
rections. She had been able to produce the 
illusion of a fog and with it had almost driven 
him back to herself. What other illusions 
could she produce— had she worked against the 
dead woman and child, produced illusions that 
had caused their deaths? Willed them to die- 
willed the child within reach of infection, 
and the woman to a folly of carelessness that 
had killed her? 

Past telling, he knew. He was still silent, 
reflecting over it, when Todd moved along 
behind the bar to stop opposite him. 

" 'Fraid we couldn't git much lor ye to- 
night, sir." he said in a confidential aside not 
intended lor Firth's ears. "There's plenty sau- 
sages, an' the eggs, an' the ham— I tried to 
git some fish, but he'd sold out all but a 
couple o little haddicks which was mostly 
skin." 

"Then you can make it sausages and eggs 
and ham," Gees told him. 

"Come across and share a bone with me 
tomorrow night, Mr. Green," Firth invited. 
"It would be pleasure to eat with my fellow- 
man." 

"Now that's very kind of you," Gees an- 
swered, "but I don't know if I'll be here to- 
morrow night. Still, thank you all the same.' 



place— you can leave it open, and join me at 
my meal if you turn up by seven-thirty. If 
you don't, I shall understand that you can't. 
Leave it so." 

"That sounds brotherly enough," Gees an- 
swered, "and if I am on the spot and able to 
accept, I shall be very glad indeed to join 
you." 

Declining another refill, Firth bade good- 
night and went out, and Gees remained by 
the bar until Todd should announce that a 
meal was ready for him. The worthies along 
the side of the r.oom talked among themselves, 
with the deliberateness of their kind, and in 
tones evidently not intended to reach his ears: 
that they talked at all while he was present 
showed that they meant to accept him among 
them, though strictly on furriner status. 

Jacob Cowder spoke. "Dangersome. No 
doubt about it." - 

"Reglar zavidge," Phil Hodden agreed after 
a lengthy pause. "Git wuss, it du. As sune 
fly at ye as look at ye." 

Gees listened intently. Were they discussing 
Adolphus the boar? But no. The next re- 
mark proved that they were not. 

"It mind him." Sam Thatcher delivered a 
judicial opinion. "While it mind him, it don't 
hu't nobody. An' if Zquire ain't got a right 
tu taake a hound when he goo ridin'— " 

He left it at that, and the end of the sen- ' 
• tence needed no vocalisation. A silence, and 
then Jacob Cowder, the original complainant 
as nearly as Gees could tell, voiced another 
protest— 

"It look dangersome," he said. "I 'ouldn't 
keer f'r en to coom sniffin' round me. Them 
teeth look a hem tu sharp, f'r my likin'." 

Todd leaned toward Gees. " 'T's all riddy, 
sir," he announced. "Phyllis done ye four 
sausages— they run six to the pound— an' four 
eggs, an' ham along of it. That'll be enough, 
sir?" 

"If it isn't," Gees answered, "I'll shout. 
Four sausages and four eggs." He passed be- 
hind the bar as Todd lifted the flap. "God 
help us all! To say nothing about the ham!" 

"I reckoned, sir, seein' yu had that long 
walk this arternoon, yu might be sharp-set 
f'r yure vittles. I hope that it'll be enough 
f'r yu." 

"You can have faith as well as hope," Gees 
told him. "I've already found out that char- 
ity is no stranger in this pub, so you're safe 
on all three. I think I'll say good-night, be- 
cause by the time I stagger up to my room 
after that meal I shan't be able to speak." 

"Like some tea wi' it, sir, or another pint?" 

"I never mix my drinks, Todd. Tea on 
beer! Unthinkable!" 



"If you are here, say. Just walk across to my "I'll bring it along, sir. Right at once." 



jpAV se iq8iui an ..i°11°V |0HO"H„— painoqs 
aq 3[iqAY pasiEj doja siq 'jnoqE asjoq siq 
SunAvs jojXen puE— jtqqBj e saxBqs jsfjjai e sb 
ihjoj Jq8qs jsq nooqs J! P«e 'japjnoqs jsq in 
pauajsBj qjssj 8uo[ sji iXjqujoq SuiuiBajas 
'UAvop jaq pEq pue padBaj ji jubjsui aqj uo 

-7nui sit uo papiiE] piiEq uado jaq puE 'ajnjq 
aqj IB ipnjjs puE p3iUE3J3S aqs— uaqj 'ipjnip 
aqj pjEAVOj auiq aqj uiojj SuiSjaiua jsnf 
SEAY saaQ— jEqj jy ' uu ! 3l P P-iemoj ssbj8 aqj 
SSOJ3E JU3AV sqs SE J3q JE 8uujius 'jaq oj dn 
pasou ji [pun 'punoq je3j8 aqj jo jqSis passim 
jsouiib peq aqs 'passEd aq se uiiq je dn Sui^oot 
■Xeauoop aqi jsBd apoj jojXbn; sb jsnf 'aaujo 
-jsod aqj uiojj jno auiEa sqiAqj p;8 aqx 

-luuoj puE pijiaAvod 'ppnq jjijseui aqj jnq 
'punoq Suiddajs-XpqSq ou seay ji— 3ueq jebjq 
pajjaAO ue jqSiui se 'XtJABaq paq3no[s jSEaq 
aqj SMEd jsaj8 sji uo puy 'aAijinj puB joqs 
-pooiq 'ua^uns Xjdaap ssXa sjbav a[zzniu aqj 
puiqaq jnq— auq-AVBf jo ssauauu lozjoq jsouqE 
'SuuadBj qjiAV 'ajnjq pajsaqa-jsBA y -jqSraq til 
jaaj xis jaAO jsnf seay aq puE— auij-jsiEAv aqj 
jb uiiq qanoj ppio/w 'pajEimjsa saag 'jEqj ajz 
-znui b qjtAv punoq y -SuiuaAa Suipaaajd aqj 
H|Ej Jpqj ui papnjp; pEq uui aqj jo saiqjjoAv 
aqj ipiqAY oj punoq 3qj auiEa 'uiiq 8iiiayoi[oj 
'puE 'jqSia/A siq UEqj ajoui jej oj dn 'apoj 
aq jeijj jssaq jnjjaAvod e seay jj -uui aqj jo 
aSsjuojj aqj pus a8E|jiA uieui aqj pjEAVOj |[Ej-[ 
aqj ujojj UAvop Suipu 'jajunq jnujsaqa Siq 
b uo Suipu auiBD jojXejsj joj - jg aiuojaf 

• • • -qsijEunqSiu ooj 'X|8n ooj seay 
ji :aAjosaj JEqj uo paAvojjoj jEqAY jo q^mu 
^uiqj oj pajBa javau aq 'siep iajjB aqj u[ ■ 

— puE 

'ppoj, qjiAV dn 8ui[jj3S jajjE paqs aqj jo jno 
jbd aqi ipsq 'asBajms aqj ojui ipvq sSuiSuoi 
-aq jaqjo pus SEtuEf/Cd siq Avojqj oj Apjaj'V 
•33Ed siq pauaipinb aq 3A(osaj JEqj qiiA\ 

jsod s.XBp qasa Aq aaqjo siq paqasaj 
JEqj saumbui aqj jo .auo auios u; a[iq/w 
-qjjoM aaoui Suiqjauios puu pus 'sSuiqj jo 
auiaqas siq uio-ij )i ui [[e pus jnoqjEXojx mo 
aim '5iaEq 08 ppnoM aq 'saj^ -i3Ao ji jqSnoqj 
auo uaqM 'Xbm siqj i[B Suiiuoa joj uosbbj 
Xjjad e sbm ji -aiaq -staEq 'saao 'uiiq paqajaj 
pBq „auop„ Suiaq jo— jEqj ajaM ji ji— uoijb 
-i[iiunq aqj ajuo :Ajip3aj ui 'Suiqjou jucaiu 
SBauin8 uaajqSia siq puE jojXBf>j puy -UA\op 
unq jaj jaA3u aqs puB '/viaun 3l i 'W^ ' Bl (l 
j; jo jno jo qjjea uo SuiqjAue ssn.isip p[noa 
aq— auiij qaun[ JajjE 1100s uopuBjg ssijaj qjiM 
saauauadxs jEuoisuaiuip-qjjnoj Suissnjsip aq 
p[noa aj{ iqjiMquoj uopuoq oj MDEq 08 
puB jno iB3 aqj iinj puE— ubui aqj jb 8uijja8 
jo suBaui ou sbm ajaqj X(ju3JEddB— saaiAap 
uavo siq oj jojXb^ aAB3[ aq pjnoqs 'uui aqj 
piE/woj 5(DEq 'AnnjjqSnoqj 'X[mo[s juja\ ajj 



uiiq qjiM op 01 j3AajBq/w 8ui 
-qjoisi -Sid jBoq wq sbm ji 'jjaM— piEXqajnqa 
aqj ojui Sid jsoq e SuiSuuq puy 'paxij 
aqs se pip aqs— siq jo ujaauoa ou jnq 'ajnquj 
jo jjos ppo uy 'aAEjS s.jaqjsj jaq uo ujoqj 
-MEi[ jo qDUEjq e aaEjd oj 'jsaX e aauo qajnip 
aqj jBau aiuss uuaiEyyv bjj jeijj jaajjs aqj oj 
>|jEuiaj s,qjiij paj3qui3iU3i puB 'jib J3jno jo 
ss3ui88niu aqj oj paSjama aq sb qajnqa aqj jo 
ssajjjnq jsajEau aqj jssd 5]siqA\ 'sajjsijq jo 
auq b jo uoijEuiuijaj 'jpjj X]jna b ayes aj^j 

•sasg 'aq ppioM o§ -Xp;jEA\ 
sjauijjnj pajBSjj spuauj spj puE jaqajEq l ujbs 
ji je pauuijS saaf) pus 'qDjod aqj ui suoissnu 
uSiajoj joj xoq Suijsaijoa b sbav ajaqx 'Jsjom 
yi!/ auop psq >|jom aqj auop psq oqM ubui 
-SJJBJ3 aqj jo— jsjom uBijoj3i/V-X[jBa siq auop 
pEq jnoqjEXojx Jo ajmbs siqj jBqj jpj saaQ 
'ssejS pauiEjs p^Aaipaiu jo ssnjEA-jnojoD aqj 
jnoqE apjq b Suimou^ 'puB 'ajiAv siq jouEaj^ 
jo Xjouiaui aqj oj MopuiM ssb(8 pauiEjs b ui 
jnd psq joiXem auiog 'JEqj sbav jEqj 'IJ3M 

•a3Eid-8uijaqjE8 jaqjBa 
jEqj paDEjdaj psq ipjnip siqx •Juauiqsi(qBjsa 
aqj jo jjEd sb diqsJOAV uoijEuuoja-jj-ajd jo 
ajE[d b usaq pEq ajaqj 'poojs avou Heh ^Ml 
ajaqM pajsixa pBq suuaJE^vv aqj jo ap,SB3 aqj 
uaqM 'XjqiqEqojd jjb uj -Xjnjuaa qjuaajxis 
aqj usqj -pEq jaqjjEj ou pajEp DuqEj aqj 'jpj 
pjnoa aq sb Xjjesu sy -auou puy ppioa aq 
sjaiqBj [Eiiouiaui jo 'pauiBUiaj auojs aqj ui 
spnjs aqj UEqj ajoui ou jnq 'sassEjq uaaq pEq 
ajaqX 'Suijsajajuiun paAOjd qajnqa aqx 

• • • "aajsnjj se ppox q3. ,A1 'punj jo jjos b 
:ui3qj uo psMojssq sbav ji XqM jo aauaauiunui 
aqj joj ajqisuodsaj sbav oqAi avouij jou paau 
Xsqj pajSB[ ji sb 8uo[«se joj saiqjjOAV aqj 
oj sjuid jno ajop oj suon3njjsu| qj|Av ppox 
oj ji jsnjjua ppnoM aq 'sEaum8 usajqSp aqj 
joS psq aq uaqA\ -anbaqa jBqj jo juauiXsd 
Suiddojs jajSaj joiXejsj aTjEui oj jxau op oj 
jBqAv uEjd ppnoAv aq 'aauajajjtpui juajouuios 
jsouqE juasajd siq jo pu joS aq uaqAV 'Xq-puE 
-Xg qajnqa aqj aas oj pajUBAV ajj qajnqa 
aqj sb jej sb uiiq s^vi ppioAv jsqj aus[ jo 
qauEjq 8uipuiM aqj 8uo[e puE jno juaAV ay 

•dn j; 3ae8 aq puE 'aaEjjns oqj jo 
sso]8 aqj SuiqajBjas jnoqjiM pauisSaj aq pjno> 
ssauquBsp qjiqM Xq suEaiu X[uo aqj sbav ji 
piuqaq ajnssajd jo Xjuajd qjiAV asoq b jBqj 
pajEDipui auE[ aqj 8uop3 unj aqj uo pajaajjoa 
pEq ji pnui jo junouiB aqx *JE3 siq je pazB.8 
pus 5[3Eq aqj je paqs aqj oj jno juaAV 'uajBa 
SuiABtj 'puE ,,'uiooj aajjoa,, aqj oj 8uipua?s 
■ap uo uiiq Suijibave uiBq pus sSSa ajoui jaX 
punoj '3]bi jda[s saaQ 'ssauups sbav XajpjA aqj 
ui ajsq qSnoqj 'puiAV b Xq pajqnojj sbav ppoAV 
jajno aqj jsqj Suqpj 'jnoqjEXojx ui jnqs 
qaiqAv sjq8pq aqj jaAO Supijp pnas uiqj puE 
— jaX se 'up:j ou sbav ajaqj— jib aqj xr 
ui ajnjsioui qjiM 'Suiujoui CiaanOlD V 



DIXSVXMVi SHOIVVjI 



69 



HER WAYS ARE DEATH 



63 



have shouted to the wind or the racing clouds 
over him: the hound had something to worry, 
and took no heed of him. 

RUNNING toward the prostrate girl and 
the great beast that worried her, Gees 
heard behind him a voice— it was not loud, but 
had a carrying power that threw the words 
down into his "consciousness— "Dolph I Kill 
that dog! Kill, I say! The dog! Kill!" 

A ridiculous pattering of tiny hooves, the 
split hooves of swine, and the boar went past 
Gees— he himself was running, but that light- 
ning charge left him as if he might have been 
standing still. He saw the line of bristles on 
the boar's back stand up as it passed him, 
saw its charge, and saw that the great hound 
released its hold on the now unconscious girl 
to face this assailant— and Naylor tried to 
strike at hound and boar, but could not get 
the horse to face them. It swerved and 
wheeled about, and Gees had time to think 
the rider a poor horseman while he saw the 
fight between hound and boar. 

A brief fight. Adolphus charged in, a flying 
fury, and from the snapping of his jaws a tusk 
took the hound low and behind the thorax, 
disemboweling him so that his entrails fell 
and tangled under him. Yet he Jived, and, 
living, got a jaw hold on the boar's hide, just 
behind the shoulder, where he hung on and 
worried, dying as he was— till Adolphus, with 
an incredible turn of his thick neck, got the 
hound's muzzle between his mighty jaws, and 
crushed it with a sound of splintering bones. 
Wood poured from the wound the hound 
had made in his shoulder, and pig-like, he 
squealed at the pain and sight of his own 
blood, but took a fresh grip after squealing, 
farther back toward the hound's neck, and 
crushed its head to pulp. By that time, both 
Gees and Ira Warenn. were abreast the com- 
batants, and she said, "Well done, Dolph! 
Oh, well done! Brave Dolph! Well done!" 

Bent over the unconscious girl, by that time, 
Gees was aware that Firth, the ex-doctor, was 
bending over her too. Firth said, "Get your 
hands under her, Mr. Green. Lift her and 
hand her to me— both lift, and get her up into 
my hold. I'll carry her home and dress this 
bite." And, on that, Gees- lifted, and got the 
limp body into Firth's arms, to see him walk 
off with it toward his double-fronted house 
as if he had been carrying a small child. 

A sound of trampling, thunderous hooves— • 
Gees started up and back, and saw that Nay- 
lor was trying to ride down Ira Warenn. Stark 
murder looked out from the man's mad eyes, 
and his riding crop was lifted to strike the 
girl down— but within ten paces of her the 
big chestnut came down to stillness with a 



thudding of its forefeet, and stood, shuddering 
like a human being. So Gees saw the power 
she had over animals, and remembered Farmer 
Timms' bull. 

She said, "Not so, Jerome Naylor! Look 
there!" She pointed at the' headless, mangled 
remnants of the dead hound. "Will you kill 
more of your servants? Shall I set my pig 
to kill your horse?" 

"Ah, witch! Devil woman— you curse! You 
spawn of hell!" 

He slid down from the chestnut, and, terri- 
fied by the smell of blood, it turned and 
galloped away toward the Hall. Naylor ran 
at the girl, his eyes blazing— it came to Gees 
as a curious reflection that he had never seen 
eyes literally blaze until that moment— and 
the riding crop upraised to strike her down. 
A baresark fit was on him. He saw nothing 
but his enemy, the personification of Dark 
Lagny, and he, Oger's son, was bent on her 
destruction— until, like the horse, he was with- 
in striking distance of her. 

Then he stopped, and Gees knew that in 
this baresark fit the man was all animal, not 
human at all. And Ira Warenn had power 
over animals, such power as is given to few. 
Jerome Naylor stopped dead: the crop 
thudded to the ground, and he pitched for- 
ward on his face, senseless. It was the culmi- 
nation of the fit, end of his madness. 

THE boar licked at his bleeding shoulder. 
Ira Warenn said, caressingly, "Dolph— 
come here! Good Dolph! Come here!" And 
the beast got up and went to her, blood trick- 
ling from where the hound's jaws had closed 
in its hide. She scratched along its back. 
"Oh, good Dolph," she said again, and there 
was honey in her voice. "If you were human 
I'd love you. Dolph— and you're just a beast! 
No. don't touch it! Come here! Don't touch 
it!" - 

For with a little "Wouff" that was half a 
question, the intelligent brute had turned to 
sniff toward where Naylor lay still. It turned 
back at Ira's command, and Martha Kilmain, 
the postmistress, stalked primly out from her 
doorway, gathered up Naylor in her mighty 
arms as if he had been a baby, and with him 
stalked back and disappeared among the 
cheese and lingerie and bacon and boots and 
stationery and cigarettes and all else that her 
multifarious store contained. 

She vanished: a curious circle of villagers 
looked on the mangled heap that, so little 
while ago, had been a living beast: looked 
on Gees, and Ira Warenn, and the boar 
Adolphus that licked and licked at the lessen- 
ing flow of blood from its wound— and occa- 
sionally looked toward Martha Kilmain's door- 
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sell, rendering both impcftent against her. 
They had had no chance, but had receded 
from her as waves from a rock. Yes, a rock. 
She had lost no iota of her composure. He, 
Gees, had been shaken by the sight of a man 
gone baresark, shaken so that he resorted to 
a small foolishness to cover his loss of self- 
control. She had stood apart from and over 
all that had happened, unmoved and domi- 
nant. , 

Pale sunlight emphasized the shabbiness of 
the farmhouse frontage. Emphasized, too, the 
ridiculous appearance of Adolphus the boar, 
not lying down, but sitting up as he leaned 
against the wall not far from the doorway, 
with a big patch of plaster over the wound 
the hound had made behind his shoulder. 
He turned his head to give Gees a look in 
which was permission to pass in, and there 
was in it, too, an admission that Adolphus 
was exceedingly sorry for himself. Loss of 
blood, probably accounted for his state. Lying 
beside him was Peter the cat, in his fashion 
keeping watch over the pig to see that he 
came to no harm— so Gees saw it. Or had 
Ira Warenn posed the pair of them there for 
him to see? Never before had he seen a pig 
look sorry for itself, but Adolphus' expression 
was unmistakable- She could render animals 
almost human, so much power had she over 
them. 

The door was open, and he saw her advance 
along the narrow hallway, clad now in a fleecy 
frock that had the colour of the walls in the 
green and crimson room, and he saw that she 
was wearing the pendant of the turquoise- 
blue stone, and high-heeled shoes that toned 
in with the colour of the frock. She said, "1 
thought you would have had the car," with 
no preliminary greeting. 

"I haven't," he answered baldly, standing 
on the doorstep and facing her. "If you mean 
you thought I should drop in on my way to 
London, I've got an appointment to dine with 
Firth this evening. The man who took that 
girl off to dress her hurt this morning." 

"I know." She drew back a step. "Do come 
in, won't you? So you will be here till to- 
morrow." She spoke the last sentence over 
her shoulder as he followed her along the 
hallway, and turned in at the doorway of the 
green and crimson room. Following her, he 
said, "Yes, I shall be here some part of to- 
morrow, at least," and detested himself lor the 
banality of the reply. 

THE door of the room closed slowly, with 
no aid from either of them, and he heard 
its latch click. She. asked, "What is on your 
mind, Mr. Green? Something— I can see it. 
Something . . . disturbing you." 

. *> 



"It is disturbing," he answered. "The fool 
I made of myself and you called me this 
morning and you— splendid. You were splen- 
did." 

She shook her head and smiled, the smile 
that was of her eyes and left her lips uncurved. 
U I was terrified," she owned. "It was all so 
swift— all passed so suddenly. I was terrified— 
whatever I did was automatic, outside myself. 
You— you helped by being silly, talking as you 
did. The relief of it— something fo divert my 
thoughts." 

"That makes you still more splendid," he 
told her. 

She laughed. "What is this— a mutual ad- 
miration party?" she asked ironically. "Or a 

farewell?" 

"Neither, I hope," he answered, and put 
emphasis into it. 

"No?" Still more of irony sounded in the 
question. "Will you stay here in Troyarbour 
to see the end of Jerome Naylor, or shall I 
come to you in London? Our two ways have 
touched on each other, but they must diverge 
again. You know it as I know it." 

"I do," he agreed soberly. "I'd never travel 
your path. It ends— I told you where it ends, 
when you showed it to me." 

"And I told you that is nothing to me," 
she answered defiantly, half angrily. "Told 
you, too, that I have passed fear. You have 
not." 

"What made you quote Swinburne at me 
to-day?" he asked abruptly. 

She shook her head. "It came into my 
mind," she answered. " 'Time stoops to no 
man's lure.' Just that. The rest that I quoted— 
his music, nothing else. It has— had no mean- 
ing. For me in relation to you, I mean. Where 
(here is no beginning, there can be no end." 

"Quite so." He made it an acrid comment. 
"And now. all being said, do we say good-bye? 
Or am I being boorish to my hostess?" 

"Till we have said good-bye, all is not said." 
she retorted. 

"Not worthy of you, that, Ira," he said 
gravely. "It's the sort of thing an ingenue 
might heave at a casual partner at her first 
dance." 

"Perhaps— but I meant it. All is not said!" 

Her eyes were but a little distance from his 
own. She gazed full at him as he spoke, and 
he too gazed, intently, yet still he could not 
determine the colour of the eyes. They smiled 
—only the eyes. The scent of her hair reached 
him, and with it came back Naylor's descrip- 
tion of her— "allure unutterable." It was true. 

He said, "You are a witch. A witch— dan- 
gerous." 

"There is no magic. You agreed— there is 
no magic. Would you like some tea, Mr. 
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justice— they hanged him for murder— an old 
man I think is your father— a woman who 
saved your life one night, and a falling air- 
plane that was lost in the sea. And money 
you took—" 

"You are most decidedly a witch," he inter- 
rupted. "Stop it!" 

"It was there for me to read. I have passed 
fear. On the farther side of fear is power, 
sight, hearing— you felt them all as possible. 
I know them as realities. And you— you with 
your greater knowledge of all that lies this 
side of fear— I want to persuade you to share 
that other side with me. To be one with me 
in it." 

He shook his head. "That is forbidden," 
he said. "I'm going to end my human life in 
three dimensions, not risk destruction trying 
to fathom the fourth, as you do. I tell you— 
it is forbidden." 

"I say it is notl" 

"So Har-Ees said, and wrecked a continent." 

"What became of her?" 

"How should I know?" He sounded almost 
querulous. "I'd say the fishes scraped the 
meat off her bones, if any fishes were left alive 
after the convulsion that destroyed Atlantis. 
She died with the rest of them. Very few 
escaped— your ancestors must have been among 
them." 

"I think you know all there is to be known 
on this side of fear. And if you with your 
knowledge passed it— if I could make you 
come past it and find your way as I am find- 
ing mine— Oh, don't you see? We two might 
fold up the world, rule it— be gods in itl" 

"The eternal thirst," he said slowly. "Pow- 
er—whether fit to use it or no. Damnation 1 
I have known women, and it is always the 
same. Power over a man— the sense that they 
can control and hold him down— or else power 
such as you want. You're so great, and yet 
so small. You are all the same, you women! 
To give as pleases you, and to take when it 
pleases you to take— and apart from your 
pleasure a man may wait and question and 
hunger— you want power! You'd have me 
share in this dominion— Ira, you're wonderful, 
were wonderful today, but you're a woman, 
and you want me to follow along your path!" 

"Well?" She put a mocking note into the 
question. 

"To please you. Not that 1 and you may 
rule the world, but that you and / may rule 
I've trouble enough to rule myself." 

She took up one. of the two glasses and 
handed it to him. "You are irrational," she 
said. "Drink again, or I'll offer you tea." 

He laughed. "It's getting late," he said. 
"Ephraim's boy must have gone milking by 
this time, and you'd have to make the tea 



yourself. Still— here's to Har-Ees, and Dark 
Lagny— and youl" 

HE DRANK, as she drank with him, the 
second glass. For a moment he resisted the 
spell, knew why the glasses had been left filled 
when he had last gone out from this room. 
There had been no need of them, then, for 
he had not refused Ira's "experiment." Now, 
while the moment lasted, he knew that she 
had taken this drugging means of making him 
repeat it, and then questioned inwardly— 
why should he resist? For the effect of that 
second drink was such as to nullify cold rea- 
son, and leave in its place contentment, al- 
most indifference. So much so that, when as 
before she put her arms round him for that 
strange, passionless embrace and willed him 
to hold her, he felt little more than that she 
was good to hold, even in such a fashion as 
this. 

"Still!" She whispered the word. "Let me 
take you past Fear." 

So for the second time she tried to take him 
with her beyond time and space, but this ex- 
perience was not as that other had been. He 
knew himself o«e with her, yet separated from 
her by all infinity. He knew light beyond 
light, sound beyond all sound, and the scent 
of all the flowers of Eden blended in with 
reek from the fires of hell— yet hell itself was 
a part of the great scheme of things, and so 
part of the great heaven that was, and yet 
was not. All incredibilities were real, and all 
realities incredible. 

He saw a point of radiance far off and, 
gazing at it, knew it was near— knew that he 
looked into the light of her unknowable eyes. 
He shaped the thought— "I lose and find you," 
and she was not near, but removed from him 
an infinity— she receded so far that he could 
not see her, yet she was warm in his hold. If 
only he could get past Fear, he would compre- 
hend this mystery. 

Fear! A shape that had no shape, a Thing 
that stood inexorably between him and knowl- 
edge. He knew that in this second experiment 
she had failed even more than in the first of 
them. In that, she had so far taken him with 
her that he was very near on moving as she 
moved, near on comprehending the relation 
between that fourth direction of movement 
with the three that he knew. 

Now, there was a world that he saw and felt 
and smelt and heard, a greatness that compre- 
hended so many dimensions as to have none— 
and it was not for him. Fear stood before it, 
as the angel stood in the gateway of Eden. 
There was a long and difficult pathway lead- 
ing to another gate by which one might enter, 
a path untrodden by this witch's feet. She was 
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The first man's arms, the first man's strength, 
Wakening me— why do you make me tell you? 
Cheapen myself to you by telling you— why 
do I tell you? That I seem now not to belong 
to myself— if you could know what it was to 
me to look down on the shell of you, and know 
the man himself far off from me—" 

"Very far off from you," he sa"id soberly. 
"Worlds and worlds and worlds away from 
you— away from all human things. So far that 
1 asked if the darkness were death. Beyond 
any point you have ever reached in stepping 
out from the dimensions I know. Beyond all 
that is." 

"So near death! And I— my folly made it." 

"You will give it up?" He put eagerness 
into the question. "Give up this forbidden 
knowledge— forget it? Be just a woman?" 

She shook her head. "No. How could I? 
Dark Lagny's daughter— how could I? I would 
be two, not one, and one of the two should 
be— I would have said all for you, but you 
have no need of that one, I know. And I must 
go along the path I have entered, but—" 

"Yes?" He spoke the question after waiting 
a long time. 

"But if— if at some future time—" she turned 
as she sat and looked full into his eyes— "you 
will never lose me, now. Not that you have 
any need o£ me, but I— you will never lose me. 
When I can walk freely in that other state, I 
shall come to you at times, to find whether 
you have any need of me. Any need of me! 
The me that you held and in holding wakened 
—I am fully woman, now. The me that could 
take hold on the ends of a distance for you 
and give you sight you could not get apart 
from me. I see a hundred ways in which I 
might be of use to you— or, perhaps, mean to 
you something other than use. Not now— 
when I have come to my full power. Because 
then I shall be able to see into your mind, 
Tiot need to wait for your words." 

"Power," he said sombrely. "And again and 
always— power!" 

"No! Something else. Something greater 
than power." ^ 

She leaned toward him, and he knew the 
scent of her night-black hair, reached out to 
draw her nearer— and then she sat erect as a 
knocking sounded on the outer door of the 
house. Gees stood up. 

"Who else is here in the house?" he asked. 

She shook her head. "Nobody. After Eph- 
raim and his boy have gone, I am alone here. 
Why? Why do you ask?" 

"All right," he answered, and relaxed from 
tension. "You said that nobody else comes into 
this room. I was thinking of you— for you. I 
—shall I stay here while you see who it is?" 

She nodded, and, rising, looked up at him. 



Abruptly he drew her close and kissed her, all 
of a lover's kiss. Felt her shuddering response, 
and the insistent, almost fierce clasp of her 
arms— she was all woman for that moment. 
The knocking sounded again, a more impera- 
tive rapping on the panel of the door. 

"I shall come back to you," she whispered, 
and left him. And, looking at his wrist watch, 
he saw that it was ten minutes past eight. Firth 
would have had dinner alone— it was too late 
to go to him now. 

IRA WARENN went along the hallway and 
opened the door. Little light came out from 
the doorway of the room in which she had left 
Gees, and she could see only the indistinct 
shape of a man facing her from the step. And, 
since she had left the door of the green and 
crimson room open, all the colloquy was au- 
dible to Gees as he waited. 

"Excuse me, miss— it's Hanson, from the 
Hall. To ask if Mr. Naylor has been here— 
if you've seen anything of him." 

"I have not," she answered evenly. "I 
should think this is the last place he would 
visit, after to-day, surely." 

"P'raps it is, miss— I don't know about that. 
It was Mr. Firth asked me to come and ask 
you, half an hour or so ago." 

"And why— what is all this about?" she de- 
manded coldly. 

"Well, you see, miss—" the chauffeur-groom 
sounded apologetic over it— "after— after Mr. 
Naylor had that sorter seizure to-day, an' 
Miss Kilmain took him into the post-office- 
Mr. Firth was looking after that girl from 
Todd's place at the time. When he'd got 
her fixed up and taken her across— this is 
what he told me, miss— he went to the post- 
office to see if he could do anything for Mr. 
Naylor. An' he found Mr. Naylor laid out 
senseless— he said Mr. Naylor was sick like a 
man is after concussion, an' then just laid out 
dead to the world, so Mr. Firth left him like 
that. Then I come lookin', down from the 
Hall, because Mr. Naylor's, horse come back 
without him. An' Mr. Firth told me Mr. Nay- 
lor'd most likely be all right soon, and then 
he'd either walk back up to the Hall, or else 
if he wasn't fit Mr. Firth'd let me know, and 
I'd come down with the car to take the master 
back. You see how it was, miss, me waiting 
for him to come back?" 

"Yes," she answered. "Go on— what hap- 
pened?" 

"I came down with the car just before it 
began to get dark, miss, and when I went to 
the post-office Miss Kilmain said Mr. Naylor'd 
tome around about a half-hour before, and 
went out seeming sorter strange in himself— 
like as if he was still a bit dazed. So I thought 
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"I once made a friend of a dog," Gees said. 
"Adolphus was more than any dog, from what 
I saw of him." 

"Dead!" She took his arm and leaned against 
him. "Where do they go? Shall I see him 
again? Dolph! Loyal Dolph! Oh—" Abruptly 
she flung her arms round Gees and broke 
into a passion of sobbing. "I have so little— 
so very little— I who have all the world to 
play with! Do you know? I— hold me for a 
little whilel Let me grieve for him! I— I—" 
She forced herself back to self-control. "You 
see me silly. Tell me— it was only a pigl My 
-pig!" 

"A living thing that looked up to you," he 
said gravely. "Not silly, Ira— no real affection 
can ever be silly, whether you spend it on a 
doll or a child or a pig— it is all one thing. 
You love." 

She drew back from his hold, and turned 
toward the house. "I am beginning to under- 
stand," she said. "Yes. Because I love." 

They came to the opened back door, and 
she looked along the passage, which cut 
straight through the house to the front. She 
said, "But I closed that door!" and stood 
looking along the hallway. Gees too looked, 
and saw that the front door stood opened 
wide. 

He said, "Naylor!" and almost leaped into 
the hallway, leaving her behind. In long 
strides he Teached the doorway of the room 
into which she had shown him when he first 
entered this house, and, opening the door 
went in. Utter darkness, but he struck another 
match and held it up. The oaken chest lay 
front downward, and its carven lid was smashed 
and splintered, and soiled by the trampling 
of muddied feet. He heard Ira in the door- 
way and extinguished the match. 

"Don't come in," he said. "Nobody here— 
don't come in!" 

As he turned toward the door he heard her 
footsteps recede, and then she returned, 
bearing the lighted lamp from the other room. 
She stood holding it while she looked down 
at the broken chest, and then put the lamp 
down on the table. Gees lifted the chest over 
on to its base, and heard the clank of metal. 
He saw the shimmer of the sword blade, and 
the rolled parchments, but of the axe with 
the scribed haft of narwhal horn there was 
no trace. Beside him Ira looked down. 

"He thought I was alone here," she said, 
very calmly and quietly. "He lighted the fire 
over Adolphus to draw me out from the 
house, and then came in to get the Rod. 
While we were out there he took it—" * 

She broke off and stood with her head bent 
toward the chest, listening. Gees listened too, 
and heard the first faint beginnings of the 



sword's singing. A noise like trumpets far 
off, very far off, as it might have been a little 
echo of the noise of trumpets. Swelling, broad- 
ening and gaining in power, as if an army 
marched hither from the far confines of the 
world. Until it was a song, a terrible song of 
power and hate and strong purpose, a melody 
to drive men mad. A clangour that grew to 
its ultimate limit, as if the marching army 
went by, and faded down and down and 
down until again it was no more than the 
faintest of echoes, dying away to nothingness. 

Gees looked at the girl, and she stood smil- 
ing at the rifled chest. 

"I know it now," she said. "I don't fear it 
any more. It is not for me, the doom in that 
song, but for him. The end is to Dark Lagny, 
to me. To us Volsungs and children of the 
Hammer. The sword has spoken, and the last 
of Oger's race goes down the way of death." 

"And the Rod?" Gees asked practically. 
"You set such value on it." 

"All that is written on it I know. The value 
I set on it was that he should not have it, 
while he was still able to profit by the knowl- 
edge written on it. He has stolen it too late- 
nothing that is on it is of use to him, because 
doom marches on him, now." 

Gees asked, "How do you know?" 

"The sword has sung for the last time— it 
will not have a voice again, because I have 
read that song." She took up the lamp. "Let 
us go back to the other room. I know, I tell 
you. To you, perhaps, all this is foolishness, 
but I am Dark Lagny's daughter." 

He followed her, and she put the lamp down 
on the ebony table near the head end of the 
divan— on the other, the bowl which con- 
tained the herbs of incense stood, and with 
it the two glasses. Gees stood irresolute, and 
she turned to smile at him. 

"Two words of yours, when I grieved over 
Adolphus," she said. "Do you know, already 
that is a long while ago? Something of the 
past?" 

"Yes, I think I do know," he answered. 

"My little pig! I have Peter left— my cat. 
Nothing else." 

"No? And what were those two .tvords of 
mine?" 

"You said 'You love.' I have no fear, no 
shame in telling you that is true of me. Be- 
cause of it, I would even let Jerome Naylor 
go free of me and of any more harm, so much 
am I softened by it— but it is too late for that. 
I might even—" 

"What?" he asked, after waiting for the end 
of the sentence. 

"No— not that. I will follow this path of 
mine, find my way along the direction you 
will not know— do not wish to know. And be 
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all others? Not yet did she realise that what 
she knew as a greater good than power is not 
to be commanded, but is wayward as the 
winds, given and taken away as the gods will. 

HE SAID, "You can't have both, Ira," and 
opened the bar-room door to enter. Past 
nine o'clock, and the table at which the worth- , 
ies usually sat was bare* and unused, tonight. 
Up by the bar stood a stocky being in dark 
box-cloth semi-uniform and gaiters, whom 
Gees guessed was Hanson the groom-chauffeur, 
and Firth. They ceased talking and turned 
to look at Gees as he advanced, and Firth 
shook his head. 

"I waited for- you till a quarter to eight," 
he said. 

"Sorry," Gees answered contritely. "I— well, 
I simply couldn't make. it. You said you'd 
leave it open, in case I couldn't." 

"Quite so— that's all right," Firth told him. 
"And— you've heard that Mr. Naylor has van- 
ished into thin air, I expect." 

"Has he?" Remembering his encounter with 
Hodden, Gees achieved an air of surprise. 
"Since when? You don't mean—" He broke 
off, leaving an inference that Firth might have 
meant anything. 

"Since this afternoon," Firth told him. "He 
was in a sort of coma when I last saw him— 
that was on Martha Kilmain's bed at the post- 
office— and after looking him over I decided 
he would stay like that for some hours. I 
saw it as the result of his seizure— you remem- 
ber?" 

Gees nodded. "Epileptic, perhaps," he sug- 
gested. 

. "Not it!" The denial was emphatic. "He's 
never shown any tendency in that direction. 
No. The symptoms appeared much more like 
those of concussion, to me." 

"Except that he did nothing this morning 
to get himself concussed, as far as I could 
see," Gees remarked. "One pint, please, 
Todd." 

"That is so," Firth agreed, as the landlord 
took out a glass tankard and went to the bar- 
rel to fill it. "Martha Kilmain says he seemed 
dazed when he got up and went out— along 
the lane toward Wren's farm, or past Wren's 
toward the main road. We simply don't know 
where he went. About a dozen men have 
turned out to look for him." 

"I went to Wren's and saw Miss Warenn," 
Hanson put in, "but she told me he hadn't 
been there. Said, too, that he wasn't likely to 
go there, and there's no harm in saying we all 
know that's quite true." 

"I don't see your dozen men finding him, 
except by luck," Gees observed. "An army 
might hide on these downs, to say nothing of 



one man. Especially in such a haze as there 
is to-night." 

"I diagnose amnesia," Firth said. "And 
you're right, of course— it will be luck and 
nothing else if he's found. Quite probably he 
will turn toward the Hall automatically, and 
be at home by the time you get back, Hanson. 
If you want me, you know where to find me— 
it's getting late, and I think I'll get away 
home, now. I can do nothing here." 

"Thank ye very much for what ye've done, 
Mr. Firth," Todd remarked. "Heer, I mean, 
for Phyllis. I took a look at her a while back, 
an' she's sleepin' quite comfortable. I'm much 
obliged to ye." 

"She'll be none the worse in a few days' 
time,". Firth said. "Fortunately, the hound 
broke no bones— that boar of Miss Warenn's 
was on him and took him off her in time. 
Wonderful animal, that— wonderful the way 
Miss Warenn has with animals, too. How she 
stopped the horse by looking at it, and—" He 
broke off and glanced at Hanson, rather trep- 
idantly. Gees knew he had been about to say 
that Ira had stopped Naylor, too, but had 
thought better of it. 

"Have one on me before you go," Gees 
offered in the pause. 

"No, thank you— I'll get along. Good-night, 
all." 

He went out and, a minute or so later, 
Hanson took up his drink and finished it, 
bade good-night to Gees and Todd, and went 
his way. Todd came and leaned on the bar, 
rather apprehensively. 

"I dunno about cookin' f'r you, sir," he 
said. "Y'see, PhylKs mostly does the cookin', 
an' I made a rare owd mess o' them chops." 

"There will be some cold ham, and some 
pickles, and cheese," Gees suggested. "And 
what more could the heart of man yearn to 
absorb? In a minute. You're a furriner— I'm 
a furriner. What are they all saying, Todd? 
What's the general verdict on the situation?" 

"You mean the frackass when the hound 
got mashed— glory be, what a mess that boar 
made o' that hound's head!" Todd responded. 
"Ground it up like I'd chew a bit o' toastl 
A savage pig is a terrible thing." 

"Is that what they're saying?" Gees asked, 
rather caustically. 

"It ain't, sir. 1 don't quite like what they're 
sayin', neither. Miss Wren's a pleasant 
young lady, f'r all I know of her— she's been 
right civil to me, the few times I've spoke to 
her. An' the nicest-lookin' lady betwixt heer 
an' Portland Bill, as the sayin' goes. Y'see 
what I mean, sir. Take one look at them eyes 
o' hers, an' you know she's straight, let alone 
anyone bad couldn't do what she'll do wi' 
animals. They know, do animals, an' it take 
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ing past vigour that Ira Warenn had failed to 
stir him to response? Yet he was young, as 
life goes, and . . . no, it was not that, but the 
purpose which she put before human love and 
human tenderness. 

She wanted him for a purpose, not for him- 
self. She wanted to make him one with her 
in that purpose— though she had wakened to 
consciousness of love, she still relegated it to 
a secondary place, sought power over him and 
to make him one with her in the pursuit of 
power. If he let her, she would use him, learn 
through him— 

Curious beings, women. Giving as it pleased 
them to give— and no more. Utterly unselfish 
when unselfishness was selfish— because it 
pleased them to be so— but never beyond that 
point. A woman could realise a man's hunger 
for her, find pleasure in it and hold him, hun- 
gering, while she pursued her own aims— and 
yet love as Ira Warenn was learning to love. 

A whispering noise on the night stayed his 
thoughts. The moonlight half revealed a 
group in the shadows beside the bank that 
edged the lane, and he stiffened to rigidity, 
listening. 

"Yu gotter hev light. Yu caan't du it i' the 
dark." 

"The pond's theer. Yu'd see if she floated, 
sure-ly." 

Fred Carphin, that second speaker— and the 
purpose of the speech was plain. A third voice 
said— "Whaat du we du, then?" and on that 
Gees moved forward, faced a dozen or so of 
men, of whom each one carried a hurricane 
lamp— but the lights of all the lamps had been 
extinguished. There was light enough to re- 
veal the faces of those who carried them, and 
among them all that of old Sam Thatcher 
stood out vindictive in expression, stubbornly 
sullen, resentful of this furriner's interference, 
and obviously defiant of him. 

Gees said, quietly, "You men had better go 
home." 

Thatcher said, "An' whu be yu to tell us?" 

Gees walked up to him. "If you were ten 
or twenty years younger, you old fool, I'd tell 
you quite a lot," he said. "As it is, I'd hate to 
waken the lady you're planning to injure by 
making a row. Go home!" 

"Me tu, mister?" Fred Carphin stepped for- 
ward and sneered at him. 

He reached out and took the man by his 
two ears, and with one large'foot swept the 
clumsy feet from their hold on the ground. 
Carphin went down with a thud and lay still, 
staring up as if he wondered what had struck 
him. Gees looked over the rest, and, without 
raising his voice, asked, "Anyone else? l'tn 
all ready. Or will you go home, the lot of you, 
and stop this blasted foolery?" 



"You'm sweering," Sam Thatcher reproved 
him coldly. "Yu got no call to sweer at we. 
We're duin' yu no harm, mister." 

Fred Carphin got up, slowly. He said, "Yu 
just about broke my back, mister, surely. 
Why'd yu du thaat?" 

"Go home, the damned lot of you!" Gees 
said with soft fierceness. "Home or to the 
devil— go!" 

They slunk past him in silence, and he 
counted them— eleven men to one. When they 
had gone, he took up Fred Carphin's lamp 
that had been left behind through forgetful- 
ness, and felt it over, to ascertain that it was 
quite cold: they had wanted no lights for this 
errand. 

He swung about at a faint sound, and faced 
Ira Warenn. 

The sound of receding footsteps going 
along the lane had died out, but from the dis- 
tance came the slight murmur of the men's 
voices. 

She said, "Why didn't you let them? It 
would have been so funny. I wanted them to 
come in and try to take hold of me— and find 
there wasn't any me! Take just the one step 
I can take, and laugh at them." 

"And make them still more bitter against 
you," he said sombrely. "I've been hearing— 
that's why I came to guard you—" 

He broke off, gazing at her. Still in the 
green frock, which was grey in the moonlight— 
and the scribed stone on her breast was faintly 
luminous, a phosphorescent blue. He said, 
"You fool! You very lovely fooll You are love- 
ly, Ira, and you're a child playing with the 
lightning. Thinking to use it to scare flies 
off a wall— why won't you get a sense of pro- 
portion into that head of yours— that very 
lovely head with the hair you stole out of 
Proserpine's garden? Do you know, the sight 
of you makes me go all poetic? If I had the 
brains, I'd sing odes to you, but that other 
side of you wants to roll up the world and 
play with it— and so you spoil yourself." 

"For you?" She moved quite close to him 
and spoke softly, caressingly. "Do you mean I 
spoil myself for you?" 

"It's night, Ira," he told her gravely. "I'd 
have you say no more than you would say in 
daylight. If— if ever this illusion turned to 
reality, I'd want you to be able to say in day- 
light all you think in the night. You're 
cold—" He saw her shiver. "Go back home, 
and feel yourself quite safe. They will not 
come back." 

"I— I am not afraid of them," she answered. 
"You are cold. Not as I am. I wish I were 
cold, not ignorant and silly. I want to be 
taught the language you speak, to know as 
you know." 
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"You brought it on him," he said accusing- 

"He brought it on himself," she contradict- 
ed. "Believed it would be, and so made it. 
That is his fate— watch, and see." 

Holding her, he felt the cold about them 
lessen, and become no more than the rawness 
of dawn in a day of late autumn. The figure 
she had said was Naylor had reached the 
summit of the ridge, and now climbed the 
steepness of the mound. Gees said, "We ought 
to go up, make him come down and act like 
a normal man. This is—" 

"In that state, and with the axe in his hand, 
he would kill us both," she interrupted. "A 
baresark man has the strength of five— you 
could do nothing, while he holds the axe. 
And— look!" 

NAYLOR gained the top of the mound, 
coming out to distinctness against the 
lightened sky at the end on which, she had 
said, women had been stretched between the 
trees in old time. At the other, men's end of 
the crest, there grew a shape that was not a 
shape, a gigantic shadow like a djinn cohering 
from smoke to substance. It shrank to human 
semblance, became shaped, and was the figure 
of a helmed giant— Gees saw shadowy horns 
projecting from the helm, such as the Norse 
warriors of old time wore, and saw that the 
shape held a vast hammer in its left hand. And 
it was all shadow, a mere illusion against the 
sky that reddened for the imminent sunrise, 
something with no more substance than a 
cloud. 

Gees asked, "Am I mad, too?" and he 
blinked to dispel this aberration of his sight. 
Uselessly: the shape was there. 

Ira said "We are children of the Hammer, 
Sigurd's children, and now the Hammer will 
destroy the Rod. Jerome Naylor has seen it- 
look!" 

He looked again at her bidding, and 
shadowy Thor bulked against the skyline, so 
illusory that the redness of the dawn was 
scarcely darkened by his shape, so nearly real 
that he dominated the height like a crown 
on the brows of morning. He swung the vast 
Hammer lightly in his left hand, and his right 
hand beckoned the puny human with the 
Rod. 

The gesture was a taunt— Jerome Naylor 
saw it, and ran along the summit of the 
mound, with the axe uplifted in acceptance of 
the challenge. Then again, though to him- 
self and not in words, Gees questioned if he 
were mad, for that other madman could see 
the shape. And Ira could see it, but she was 
mad in a different way, one in which she 
thought to step beyond limitations and be 



one with the gods who interweave and yet 
are separate beyond the three dimensions that 
man knows. 

While Naylor ran, Gees knew past all 
doubting that hers was a madness which would 
bring her to doom. Knew it as, up to that 
moment, he had not known, and tightened 
his hold on her as if he would hold her back 
from the path she meant to follow. He said 
"Turn back, Ira!" but she shook her head and 
pointed toward the height. 

There Naylor faced the shape of Thor, and 
the great, shadowy Hammer that was now up- 
raised, poised like a reed in the great Smith's 
left hand, and ever interposed between the 
shadow and the axe which the baresark 
madman tried to strike. Again and again he 
tried to reach past the guard of the Hammer, 
of which the heavy head flicked with rapier 
swiftness, and Thor stood rock-like with head 
thrown back and face upraised to the sky, as 
if it were nothing to him to guard against so 
slight an attack as this. 

As he stood thus he s_ang, and again and 
for the last time Gees heard the song the 
sword had sung, but now it was a tiny echo 
that beat back and down from the day-veiled 
stars, a shadow of a song as the singer was no 
more than a shadow of a shape, yet it was 
strong and terrible, and while he listened 
Gees knew that the old gods do not die, for 
there is no death, only change. They pass to 
other place and other use, but they do not 
die. 

For a moment Gees looked away from the 
summit of the mound, his gaze diverted by 
movement lower down, and saw men running 
up the slope of the down. He counted five of 
them, men of the village who had seen Naylor 
waving the axe in his madness, and went to 
save him— so they thought— from himself. Gees 
saw them, and then looked again at the war- 
ring man and shadow silhouetted against the 
reddening dawn. • 

The axe was wearying, moving more slow- 
ly, and Thor's song was fiercer and more ter- 
rible. The vast Hammer that he wielded as if 
it had been a feather went up above his back- 
thrown head, came down like a lightning- 
flash on the scribed handle of the axe— and, 
as Naylor fell and lay still, the terrible song 
ceased. The shadow that was Thor turned its 
back on the fallen man, and went striding into 
the sunrise, a deeper red on the redness of the 
sky that blended in with the fierce colouring, 
and presently ceased to be. 

The running men were near the top of the 
ridge, now. Ira shivered and held herself close 
to Gees, nestling for warmth. She said, "I am 
very cold. You see— I have not harmed him. 
All this was fated, foreknown and fore- 
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It was a long, long way to the inn. When 
he got inside, he said, "I want some ham and 
eggs, Todd— lots of ham and lots of eggs. 
Don't cook 'em yet— I want a sleep, first. If 
you wake me before I've slept it out, I'll 
murder you. When I've had it, ham and eggs." 

"Right you are, sir. Nuthin' went wrong?" 

"Exactly that— nothing. Because I know now 
that nothing exists, but everything isn't. Do 
you know your Shakespeare, Todd?" 

"Not too well, sir. Wrote plays, didn't he? 
I learned bits at school, an' that sorter stopped 
me frettin' about him. When you get them 
things, an' parse an' analyse 'em, they go sour 
on you." 

"Quite so, but he wrote one great truth that 
I've had rubbed in since I came to Troyar- 
bour. 'We are such stuff as dreams are made 
of.' You get that? You're a dream— I'm a 
dream— all we do and say and think is nothing 
but a dream, dreamed by— what?" 

" 'Fraid that's way over me, sir. An' if that 
brewer's man don't turn up with a load before 
noon, you'll get no bitter to-night, because 
you got to give a cask time to settle arter the 
finin's is put in. I hope he's somethin' more 
solid'n a dream." 

"I will now stagger up to— dream," Gees 
said. "Ham and eggs when I wake, but not 
till. Let me sleep it out, if—" 

Without ending the sentence, he went 
toward the stairs' foot. As he went, he ques- 
tioned whether sleep were for him, in spite of 
his weariness. But, lying down fully clothed 
as he was, he passed to dreamlessness almost 
instantly. Ira, warm and pulsing in his hold, 
was a moment's recollection, and then she 
passed— all things passed. 



At some point in the day he wakened 
enough to take off his shoes and, rousing more 
fully with the movement, stripped off all he 
was wearing and got between the sheets naked 
as a bathed infant, the way he liked best to 
sleep. He did not look at the time, and so 
did not know if it were still morning or past 
noon, and, snuggling down between the warm- 
ing sheets, went off again, to waken in dark- 
ness. Then he lighted the candle beside the 
bed and, seeing that it was past six o'clock, got 
out, yearned for the bath that the inn could 
not provide, and after a simple wash went 
down, to find Todd hovering. 

"I was in two minds about comin' up to 
wake ye, sir." Todd informed him. "I 
reckoned you'd slep' it out long since, an' must 
be bad." 

"I am bad. Which reminds me— how is the 
little lady?" 

"She's pickin' up surprisin', sir. An'— 1 hope 



it's all right wi' you, sir, but I told her you 
called her that, an' she near on cried wi' pleas- 
ure. You know what women are, sir, I expect." 

"I don't, you don't, and nobody ever will," 
Gees told him. "The eternal puzzle. Well, 
you tell the little lady she's all that and then 
some, and I'm glad she's getting better. And 
this little matter of ham and eggs— what about 
letting me do the cooking?" 

"Oh, no, sir! I got Cowder's wife in to look 
arter Phyllis— I can't keep an eye on her an' 
the bar, openin' time. An' Mrs: Crowder's 
got the eggs all laid out riddy, an' the ham 
cut, f'r me to say the word. An' seein' you was 
up all night an' slep' all day—" 

"How many eggs, Todd? The truth, and 
nothing but!" 

"She got six laid out, sir. I reckoned—" 

"Don't! You simply can't reckon. Tell her 
to divide by two." 

CHAPTER VIII 
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THE SHATTERED ROD 

UCH stuff as dreams are made of." 
The miracle that Shakespeare 
was, the clothing he could put on 
common things, making eternal verities of his 
clowns, even! Sam Thatcher, and Jacob Cow- 
der, seated at their nightly table with their 
cronies, had been in the knowledge of that 
world-genius, were figured as chorus in his 
work, for all time. They, too, were such stuff 
as dreams were made of— stuff for his dreams, 
fixed for ever in his prose of comic relief from 
the poetry of his greater genius. Here in the 
bar room of The Three Horns sat Bardolph 
and Nym, the two Dromios, Lance and Speed, 
the same in essence to-day as when the world- 
genius portrayed them. So Gees reflected as, 
entering the bar-room, he saw the worthies— 
but only for a minute, to-night. 

For, acting in concert with Sam Thatcher, 
one and all of them lifted their glass mugs, 
finished their half-pints and, rising from their 
seats, stumped solemnly to the door, and out. 
Firth, up by the bar, stared at the closed door 
as Gees advanced to join them. 

"What's bitten them all?" he asked, more 
of Todd than of Gees. 

"A slight disagreement 1 had with them this 
morning, I think," Gees answered him before 
Todd could speak. "With them and a few 
others. I dunno, Todd— if my coming in here 
is going to r °b y ou of custom like that, I'd 
better take my pint back to the coffee room 
and stop there." 

"Not you, sir!" Todd protested em- 
phatically. "I make more outer you bein' here 
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HER WAYS ARE DEATH 



"Make it a half, then, Todd, just to drink 
your health. And I shall be leaving in the 
morning." 

"Hope you'll come this way again, sir, be- 
fore long." 

"Ah!" Gees made the syllable non-commit- 
tal, and took up the refilled glass. "Here's 
happiness to you and the little lady." 

"Thankye, sir. An' all the best to you, 
wherever you go." 

CARS parked before, the inn, uniformed 
- police in evidence, a sober, black-coated 
individual who, Gees decided, was Naylor's 
man of law, and another who was probably 
the coroner. Villagers turning out in their 
Sunday best for the occasion— Gees backed his 
car out of the shed in mid-morning, un- 
challenged by any one of them, and turned it 
to drive along die lane. 

Halfway between the village and Wren's 
farm he swerved into a gateway and stopped. 
It appeared the nearest point to the mound on 
which Naylor had died, and Gees wanted to 
see that height again before he left Troyarbour 
—not to return, he told himself. He felt that 
he wanted never to see the place again. 

He climbed, steadily, and reached the top 
of the ridge. Climbed again, coming up to 
the women's end of the crest where three 
thorns had once stood, and walking the 
length of the mound till he came to where 
Naylor had fallen. He knew it must have 
been at that spot, because of the whitish frag- 
ments of the axe-haft scattered among the 
dry, slippery grass. Tiny fragments, and even 
a whitish powder which proved that the haft 
had been as brittle as a stick ol chalk. 

He had thought, as he < limbed; that it might 
be possible to collect the splinters and re- 
construct enough of the Rod to read its runes, 
but one glance at the rubbly whiteness scat- 
tered there told him that it was out of the 
question. Dark Lagny's knowledge was no 
longer to be read— unless those parchments in 
the chest held it. If so, Ira would guard 
them. . . . 

He saw her as the thought came to him, saw 
her appear at the women's end of the crest 
and come toward him. Her hair was un- 
covered—he had not seen it otherwise — and she 
wore the green lrock and pendant with the 
scribed stone. Her eyes were sombre as she 
laced him. 

"I saw you," she said, "and thought you 
might go—" 

As he would have gone, without attempting 
to see her again. 

The incomplete sentence told him she had 
known that as his intent. 

"I am going," he ans-wered. "But that is 
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not to say I should have passed your place 
without stopping to say good-bye." 

"No?" She gazed at him steadily. "But I 
knew." 

He gave her no answer. At last she turned 
her head to look down toward the farm. "And 
so— f climbed the hill," she said, i 

"Was it necessary to climb?" He put a sa- 
tiric tinge into the query. 

"Yes," she answered simply. "I would not 
come to you here in that other way. I think 
now I shall never come to you. never see you 
again." 

"Because you will persist—" he suggested, 
and left it incomplete." 

She shook her head. "I do not know," she 
said slowly. "It seems now— now that Jerome 
Naylor is dead— all the purpose of my life is 
ended. Infinity is cold— 7. am coldl It is a 
mood, and perhaps it will pass. As you . . . 
pass." 

Again he was near on love for her, and 
knew it. She was like no other— not in a whole 
lifetime would a man weary of the deep music 
of her voice, nor learn all that her eyes could 
teach. He said, "Ira, if you would be all 
human, not— not— " and did not end it. 

"I know. Do you know, I believe at one 
and the same time that I shall come to you, 
and that I shall not see you again? That to 
me is a mystery, but so it seems to me now. 
That I shall come to you—" 

"Using that power you are learning?" he 
asked in the pause. 

"Or, perhaps, as I have come to you here," 
she answered. "I do not know— it is all dark. 
And that I shall not see you. It is all dark, and 
I cannot see how these two things can be." 

"Nor I," he said thoughtfully. "They are- 
incompatible, call it." 

"When you have gone out from this place, 
and in thought look back, it will appear to 
you that none • of these things happened— 
that you dreamed them," she said slowly. 
"Dreamed me— perhaps that is so, and you are 
dreaming now. Or perhaps I dream— you! 
But to me some moments in the dream are 
real. The first kiss of a lover— so you kissed 
me. Standing with you to see how Jerome 
Naylor was struck down by the Hammer. 
Holding you, taking you out from Time to 
Sight, when you so nearly went past Fear, but 
drew back, not knowing how small is that step. 
For that moment, in the place beyond mo- 
ments, you were one with me, and I hold it 
here"— she laid her hand for a second over her 
heart— "as real. I tell you this because I shall 
not see you again." 

"Yet, you say, you will come to me," he re- 
minded her. 

"Yet 1 shall surely come to you. Because you 
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"Perfectly simple. She was outside, unseen 
in the darkness." 

"She wasn't— it sounded inside, not outside 
at all." 

"Ventriloquially. I think, Mr. Green, you 
rather let your practical self go to sleep over 
this. You know as well as I do what ventrilo- 
quists can do, the illusions they can create—" 

"All right— all right, Miss Brandon. And 
when, as I told you in that report, she put 
her arms round me and got me to hold her— 
not for any emotional reason, as I said— 
when she took me into that other world where 
I saw and heard and smelt and felt inde- 
pendently of her— saw things past the farthest 
edge of human sight, and heard tones be- 
yond the range of a three-dimensional ear—" 

"In those first experiments on you," she 
said as he paused, "she gained a certain 
hypnotic influence over you. In this, with 
physical contact to aid her, she completed 
the influence, and all you saw and heard and 
all the rest of it was impressed on your brain 
by hers. She is, as I said, a woman of ex- 
ceptional abilities. Tremendous abilities, I 
might call them. But. all within three-dimen- 
sional limits." 

"Umm-humm! The practical mind— yes. 
The song of the sword?" 

"You didn't hear it. She made you believe 
you did." 

"The shape on the hill, with the Ham- 
mer?" 

"Your doctor Firth gave you the rational 
explanation of what happened there. Ap- 
parently none of the men who tried to get to 
Naylor in time saw anything unusual— only 
you and Ira Warenn saw it. That is to say, 
by her hypnotic influence she created the 
picture in your mind, willed you to see it. 
And the axe-handle— naturally, if a strip of 
bone is preserved . for ten or more centuries, 
it will crumble at the slightest blow. Just as 
the axe-handle crumbled." 

"I've seen Belgae skeletons dug out at Mai- 
Dun, near on eighteen centuries old, and you 
could have used the leg-bones for walking 
sticks. They wouldn't crumble," he objected 
acidly. 

"Dug-up bones— yes," she said. "They had 
been hermetically kept from the action of the 
air and changing temperatures, not subjected 
to them— as this axe-handle was subjected, 
apparently." 

"Then you deny Ira Warenn's use of a 
fourth dimension?" he questioned, after a 
pause for thought. 

"Time is the fourth dimension," she re- 
torted coolly. 

"Is it? Well, I grant you that. But this 
fourth— not fifth— into which she can move, 



simply abolishes time. In it, there is no such 
thing as time— as I saw it. In it, time and 
space do not exist. You don't move from one 
place to another in a fraction of a second, 
because there are no seconds. You are here— 
you are there— and neither 'here' nor 'there' 
exists. In infinity, you don't move at all, 
because you are part of infinity, which is be- 
yond space. Where there is no space, there 
can be no movement. Do you see?" 

"I see that you're merely accepting the 
hypnotic trance she thrust upon you, Mr. 
Green. You'll be telling me next that she 
took you from this world into eternity, and 
you somehow managed to get back." 

"My dear girl-" 

"I am not your dear girll" she interrupted. 

"All right— all right! Let me get on with it. 
I was going to say— you are in eternity here 
and now. The reason you don't see yourself 
so is that you are bound by time, dragged 
along by time, handcuffed to the illusion we 
know as time. There is the value of this 
fourth perpendicular, as soon as man is 
spiritually fit to comprehend and use it. In 
his present state of development, he'd merely 
tuck a big gun under each arm and sail out 
along the fourth perpendicular to slaughter 
his fellow man, or else go out invisibly and 
spread false reports to rig the stock markets 
and so make his pile by ruining the said fellow 
man. But to get back to what I was saying, 
the main value I can see in the use of this 
fourth perpendicular is that of absolute free- 
dom from time, erasure of it from among the 
dimensions we know." 

SHE shook her head. 'That's too deep for 
me," she said. ^"You must grow old, 
surely? Humanity can't be eternal." 

"But it can, once it's released from time," 
he insisted. "I took in half a lifetime of im- 
pressions, of new knowledge, in the timeless 
instant I spent in that state with her, and 
Fear alone barred me out from experiencing 
the other half. I was no older for it, or no 
more than a second older, when I saw her 
standing apart from me instead of holding 
me as at the beginning of the experiment." 

"Still I say it was all hypnotic," she per- 
sisted. "That she has unique hypnotic powers, 
and used them on you." 

"And on Naylor, you'd say," he suggested. 
"Undoubtedly. She herself told you— ac- 
cording to this report— that auto-suggestion 
brought him down to— well, to death, in the 
end." 

"I've a good mind to go back there," he 
said abruptly. "With your solutions for every- 
thing fixed in my mind, to see if you're 
right." 
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thing. She managed to convey to you the 
first impression that enabled her to use hyp- 
notic influence on you later v " 

"Excellent! All so very logical. Not illusion 
at all, but delusion. I've not only been led 
up the garden, but dumped in the ditch at 
the far end as well. We live and learn, don't 
we? Now tell me the why of it. She did all 
this— to what purpose?" 

She shook her head. "Only one person can 
answer that question," she said. "Ask it of 
Ira Warenn when she comes to you, or— 
as I believe you will in spite of everything 
you may say— when you go to her." 

He sighed, heavily. "I see. And my ideas 
won't bounce to-day— you're too beautifully, 
perfectly logical. Now—" he sat erect in his 
chair— "1 think you've got some inquiries I 
haven't looked over fully. If you'll fetch 
them in— but do have a cigarette first, just 
to show there's no ill-feeling. Yes? Now a 
light. Good! And I'll come along to your 
room and go through the inquiries there. 
I've got an uneasy feeling in spite of all your 
explanations—" 

He did not end the sentence, nor did she 
appear to expect him to define the feeling. 
In her room, he seated himself on the corner 
of her desk, as usual, and began a scrutiny 
of the letters she handed to him. 

"All this— this Troyarbour business, I mean 
—was a mere waste of my time, from the 
practical point of view," he said. "Now let's 
see. Something with money in it— that's what 
we want, Miss Brandon. Lashin's of money— 
a real wad of mazuma. Let us be strictly 
practical." 

FOR three days the subject of Troyarbour 
and all that had— or had not— happened 
there was completely ignored by Gees and his 
secretary. She knew quite well that he re- 
sented her explanations, and resented his re- 
sentment. Perhaps she resented still more the 
knowledge that Ira Warenn was in his 
thoughts, and it might be even nearer than 
mere thoughts: for, as she had told him, 
she had given and given and given, not only 
brain, but heart as well— to him, and he 
could not see it! She was too near him, she 
told herself; she must contrive some reason, 
other than that of holiday, of getting away 
for a fortnight or so. He might miss her, 
then, and realise all that she did for him. 
In that way, he might see her as essential to 
him, or might find that he could do without 
her. It would be a gamble, but- 
Near on three years of almost daily com- 
panionship: it was inevitable, his taking her 
for granted. Also, it must be stopped. 
Thus she reflected in mid-morning of that 
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third day, after replacing her telephone re- 
ceiver. Eventually, sighing, she got up from 
her seat at the desk and went along to Gees' 
room at the other end of the short corridor. 
He sat at his flat-topped desk ivith the morn- 
ing's Times opened before him, and looked up 
at her inquiringly. 

"Mr. Ferguson will be here to see you at 
three-thirty," she said. 

"Ah! Umm-ml What did you make of 
him, Miss Brandon? Very Scotch, or just 
Scotch and soda?" 

"The accent was there, but not noticeably," 
she answered frostily. 
. "Horace Ferguson," he mused aloud. "Well, 
since he's calling, we get the two guineas 
initial consultation fee, anyhow. Also we find 
out what it's all about. His letter told just as 
much as J. St. Pol Naylor's, and no more. 
Did you get a hint of the nature of his trouble 
on the telephone?" 

She shook her head. "He wouldn't tell me, 
naturally." 

A voice sounded to them, faintly, yet so 
clearly that Miss Brandon heard it as music, 
such a speaking voice as few women possess. 

"I cannot see you. I come to you, but I 
cannot—" 

It seemed to Miss Brandon that the voice 
did not cease utterance then, but was cut off, 
as if by the closing of a sound-proof door. 
She saw Gees start to his feet so suddenly as 
to send his chair crashing to the floor, and 
point past her toward the door of the room, 
and his eyes were wide with fearful ex- 
pectancy. Then she turned her head, to look 
along the line that pointing finger of his indi- 
cated. 

She saw, as he saw, a tress of rippling, 
lovely, night-black hair, suspended at the 
height of her own head, close by the wall of 
the room. A pace or more distant from the 
wall, still, as if hung by a thread— but there 
was no thread! Neither then nor at any later 
time could she tell how long both she and 
Gees stood in utter immobility, and the hair 
stood (so she would have expressed it) rather 
than was suspended there. She knew only 
that it seemed a very long time. 

Then the voice again. In it infinite long- 
ing, and the pain of a desire forever denied 
fulfilment. 

"You are there, I know. I come to you, but 
do not see you— do you remember? There is 
no return, for me! I shall never—" 

Silence again. Miss Brandon started back 
with a little gasp of fear. For the night-black 
tress was falling, floating down, until it lay 
on the carpet. They two waited, still, ex- 
pectant, but heard only faint noises from the 
streets outside— except that Miss Brandon 
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HER WAYS ARE DEATH 



his cheek for inspiration. "Aye, nigh on 
'leven, it'd be. Zhe coom to back door tfaeer— 
I wur fetchin' haay— she coom to bade door 
an' stood a bit, an' went baack— dedn't zay 
northin', jes' went baack. An' shet the door. 
It wur nigh on 'leven when I zeed her." 

It had been eleven o'clock, or a very few 
minutes after, Gees knew, when he and Miss 
Brandon had heard the voice— when he had 
seen the tress of hair that now was locked 
in the top drawer of his dressing chest at the 
flat. She had come to him. 

"I'm going to see if either door is. unlocked, 
Ephraim," he said, "and if I can get in, I'm 
going in. You don't know what may have 
happened to her between eleven o'clock and 
now, and she doesn't answer my knock. Vou 
can come along too, if you feel like it." 

"Noa, zur, yu goo— I dooan't wanter goo. 
Yu knows her, an' yu looked arter her when 
they coom along that mornin'— " He did not 
specify the occasion, but Gees knew what he 
meant. 

"All right. You carry on with what you 
have to do." 

He went round to the front of the house 
again, and tried the door there with no more 
knocking. Unlocked, it yielded as the handle 
turned, and he entered the passageway. The 
doors of both the rooms that he knew stood 
open, and, standing between them in the 
hallway, he called softly— 

"Ira? Where are you? Ira?" 

But knew, as he called, that he would win 
no reply. After a pause, he entered the dingy, 
room to which she had first taken him. 

The chest, with the ruined bits of its lid 
down in front, stood by the wall. It was 
empty: the parchments and the sword had 
gone— charred bits of wood and blackish, 
leathery-looking fragments in the grate told 
what had become of the parchments, and he 
did not look to see what had become of the 
sword that would sing no more. There was 
nothing else that he wanted to see in the 
room, and he crossed the hallway to enter the 
room of green and crimson, and stand before 
the divan to look at the picture which, once, 
had showed two boats moored against a quay, 
one with crimson sail, and one with green. 

Now, no boat Remained. The line of the 
quay stretched before a white wall, and back 
of it were white houses, and the blue of the 
sky. To the right was the long perspective 
down which he had seen the crimson sail 
grow small and smaller, and vanish. Abrupt- 
ly he turned and went out, remembering 
something Miss Brandon had said. 

He found Ephraim again. "I want you to 
come into the house," he said. "Want you to 
look at something with me." 
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Following him, Ephraim wiped his feet 
carefully on a tuft of grass outside the front 
door, and then entered the room where the 
picture hung. 

"A good picture, isn't it?" he asked. 

"Aye, zur. Right pritty," Ephraim con- 
ceded. 

"And those two boats against the quay— 
at the edge of the water, there—" He reached 
out a finger to indicate the spot. "They'ie 
well done, don't you think?" 

"Booats, zur? There bain't no booatsl" 

"Surely, man! A green sail and a red!" 

Ephraim shook his head. "Mister," he said 
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TO AN AZTEC RELIC 



Strange shape, with pointed jaw and bulging eyes, 

Is that a fiendish scowl or lurking grin? 

Say, thing, are you a God of Paradise, 

Or effigy of Aztec Mortal Sin? 

Relic of culture ages oldl 

A famous artist made you, none can doubt, 

For you are wrought entire of purest gold— 

The work unseen in dirt, all gold without. 

When in the Monarch's palace you were set 

How filled that heathen artist's heart with pride! 

He swore the world would ne'er his work forget, 

He called himself immortal— then he died, i 

For centuries the shifting desert sands 

Have piled high above the royal hall 

Where you were raised aloft by reverent hands— 

A lean coyote howls above the wall. 

—PAUL WILSON 
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GENTLEMEN, BE SEATED 



"Tell him why you left Venus, Fatso." 

Konski expressed hurt dignity. "Shall we 
examine the movable shield, gentlemen?" he 
asked. 

We puttered around awhile longer and I 
was ready to go back. There wasn't much to 
see, and the more I saw of the place the less 
I liked it. Konski was about to open the door 
of the airlock leading back, when something 
happened. 

I was on my hands and knees and the place 
was pitch dark. Maybe I screamed— I don't 
know. There was a ringing in my ears. I 
tried to get up and then stayed where I 
was. 

It was the blackest dark 1 ever saw. I 
thought I was blind. 

A torchlight beam cut through it, picked 
me out, and then moved on. "What hap- 
pened?" I shouted. "Was it a quake?" 

"Stop yelling," Konski's voice answered me 
casually. "That was no quake; it was some 
sort of explosion. Mr. Knowles, you all 

"I guess so." Knowles gasped for breath. 
"What was it?" 

"Dunno. Let's look around a bit." Konski 
stood up and poked his beam around the 
tunnel, whistling softly. His light was the 
sort that had to be pumped; it flickered. 

"Looks tight, but I hear— Oh, oh! Sister!" 
His beam was focused on a part of the flexible 
joint near the floor. The tagralongs were 
gathering at this spot. Three were already 
there; others were drifting in slowly. As we 
watched, one of them burst and collapsed in 
a sticky mass that marked the leak. 

The hole sucked up the burst balloon and 
began to hiss. Another rolled onto the spot, 
joggled about a bit, then it, too, burst. It 
took a trifle, longer this time for the leak to 
absorb and swallow the gummy mass. 

Konski passed me the light. "Keep pump- 
ing it, kid." He shrugged his right arm out 
of his suit and placed his bare hand over the 
spot where, at that moment, a third bladder 
burst. 

"How about it, Fats?" Mr. Knowles de- 
manded. 

"Can't say. Feels about as big as my thumb. 
And it sucks like the mischief." 

"How could you get a hole like that?" 

"Search me. Poked through from the out- 
side, maybe." 

"You got the leak checked?" 

"I think so. Go back and check the gage. 
Jack, give him the light." 

Knowles trotted back to the airlock. 
Presently he sang out, "Pressure steady!" 

"Can you read the vernier?" Konski called 
to him. 



"Sure. Steady by the vernier." 
"How much we lose?" 

"Not more than a pound or two. What was 
the pressure before?" 
"Earth-normal." 

"Lost a pound a.""d four-tenths, then." 

"Not bad. Keep Oi. .going, Mr. Knowles. 
There's a topi kit just beyond the lock in the 
next section. Bring me back a Number Three 
patch or bigger." 

"Right." 1 

We heard the door open and clang shut, 
and again we were in total darkness. I must 
have made some sound, for Konski told me 
to keep my chin up. 

PRESENTLY we heard the door, and the 
blessed light shone out again. 
"Got it?" said Konski. 

"No, Fatso. No. . . ." Knowles voice was 
shaking. "There's no air on the other side. 
The door wouldn't open." 

"Jammed, maybe?" 

"No. I checked the manometer. There's 
no pressure in the next section." 

Konski whistled again. "Looks like we'll 
have to wait till they come for us. In that 
case. . . . Keep the light on me, Mr. Knowles. 
Jack, help me out of this suit." 

"What are you planning to do?" 

"If I can't get a patch, I've got to make 
one, Mr. Knowles. This suit is the only thing 
around." I started to help him— a clumsy 
job, since he had to keep his hand on the 
leak. 

"You can stuff my shirt in the hole," 
Knowles suggested. 

"I'd as soon bail water with a fork. It's got 
to be the suit; there's nothing else around 
that'll hold the pressure." 

When he was free of the suit, he had me 
smooth out a portion of the back; then, as 
he snatched his hand away, I slapped the suit 
down over the leak. Konski promptly sat 
on it. "There," he said happily, "we've got it 
corked. Nothing to do but wait." 

"Let .me see your hand," Knowles de- 
manded. 

"It's nothing much." Knowles examined it, 
anyway. I looked at it and got a little sick. 
He had a perfect stigmata on the palm, a 
bloody, oozing wound. Knowles tied it up 
with his handkerchief. 

"Thank you," Konski said. Then he added. 
"We've got some time to kill. How about a 
little pinochle?" 

"With your cards?" asked Knowles. 

"Why, Mr. KnowlesI Well, never mind. 
It isn't right for paymasters to gamble, any- 
how. Speaking of paymasters— you realize this 
is pressure work now, Mr. Knowles?" 



I pjeoq sqj jaquiauisj i.upjno:) I ,;qo„ 

,/aAOUi jnox,, "^.rep 3l P 
u; 3J3qj 'papuis XjjEnjaB \ -dn aui paaaaqa 
ji jnq 'uiiq 01 pauaddsq iaAa j| iqnop j piiE 

M3U J.USBM JI "jreWP u ! * uo aj^ _ gq S 

'MoqXuy 33-iqj doqsiq s,8ui5{ oj ussiij),, 

./aaiqj uaanb 
oj UMed s.uaanj),, •Suiiunds sem psaq Xjaj 

,,-aAoui moX Vpm peaijE oq 
•aiios — aqs os os nuiqi oj ajdoad pajuBM 
aqs jnq 'psaqpaj b uaaq sXbm[b j.upeq aqs 
suiaag uajsis iaq jnoqe noX [pi 01 aiu puiui 
-a-fl Jnoj doqsiq s.uaanb oj doqsiq s^Sui^,, 
•8ui5(Eads jo isuuEtu e ui -iBuoijusAUoa 
sem 3qs 3Aoid pip u qSnoqqE -ssaip qjiM 
op oj Suiqjou pBq jaq jnoqE p]oj aq jeijm 
„■ - • ua^oqotj ui aysu^ I jaiS b jo puiui 
ui aui sjnj £ijoa i.usib 'ibuoijusauoo,, 
..'•inoj Supj oj uMsd s.Sui^— qQ,, 
,,-aaiqj 8ui^oj uMEd s.Sui^' auij,, 

•3JB3 J.Upip J 

:puEsnoqj e piss 3AEq ppioa sjj .,' AE ' 1 ICh. 

j; a^etu oj 'apis b uo Xjubmx uosptiH aqj 
japun pa)(jo,H \ uaq>i jaquiBip uoissaaduioa 
-ap aqj in ji Xsjd oj pas/i 'auiES pooS y,, 

,,'SI JEqj 'Jl JB XBjd— S3A 'Aq^v\ M 

^ijssaqa AE|d 

n0 A '1 3 e[ '5pEp aqj ui AB|d irea sm 3iub8 x_t 
b s.aiaqX,, 'pres \ypvto~% apqM e "ajij V 

uieSb ssau 

-UlEp ui ajaM 3AV uiiq qjiM jqSq aqj Sui-s|ej 
'jjaj pus jins aqj ojm paujiiq sajAVOu^ 

•pauuuS 

ajH „'S>([oj 'Jieqa ,(st;a up. sb 3[qcwojuio3„ 
•AjuSuE passiq nv3j aqj qSnoqj '.he ipnui 3u; 
•so[ jnoqiiM 'jsej jaAo-dBMs aqj api:ui a^vi 

, ( 'isau aqj jjo dn— pi^j 'Xe>io„ 3ui oj pauanj 
sq uaqx "ipojjnq iqSu siq uo sapisut X^pijs- 
sqj paiEaius puB 'ji jsjnq 'sSuojb-Sbj aqj 
jo auo paSSEUs aq 'jjo sjued siq joS aq jajjy 

„'1J qjiAi uo 
jaS s.jaT 'sjej 'ke^Q„ - ooj 'ji mbs ssjmou'vj 

•«p[oa pus • • ■ jspjoj puB J3p[o.7 SurjaS 
daa^ ppiOM jj; -ooj 'saajBaq aqj jsoj an 'auq 
ja«od aqj jsoj sm uaqA\ "Ji jnoqE jqSnoqj [ 
MOfj 'ajEiidojddE ufiqj saoiu Suiijjaub uiaas 
j,upqj p(oa Suiaq '^unj puB Xjasiui iva uj 
ji jnoqE jqSnoqj J.upEq jnq -paDijou pBq j 

..i^jjiqa Suijj3.8 
s ( ji paaijojsi "saiMOu>t mj\[ 'are aqj jou s.jj,, 

> 4 tiep |EJ3Aas IO| 

ajaq qSnous iie s.sjsqj 'jsinb daaij am jj "ajbs 
-S333U jou s.jj,, "pE3q siq 5jooqs saj.vvou>{ 

^•qonux paa[q j,uoai j - aiu Suippsd Jbj 
jo saqaui 3ajqj 'o.hj joS 3a, 1—^007 -Xes 'Ajjg 
joj— j.upjnoM j auo oj omj noX aAiS [[ j,, 

„-!]3Eq jaS p[noa j 
aiojaq qjsap 01 paajq puB ui^ JnoX qSnojqj 



aSBqjiouisq p,tu>\ pusq JnoX oj pauaddsq 
jEqAV ^oc-i "op j ( uom ji 'sjej 'ofj — jng„ 

_/jq3ij pajB3S aq u,ji noX 
asjuBjBnS ju 'ajoq JEqj jsuieSe dn sum] Xm 
jo auo qsnd \ jj 'ijjo sjUEd Xiu a^Bj uo 
Suijjis uij Suiqj punoa 'psojq •8k] siqx,, 

..i l I n H., 
,,-ji uo Suijjis U1 ( J„ 

.^qajEd e joj 
asn oj SuioS noX 3je jeqM 'Xeiio 'ijaM,, 

,/uoijaas jxau aqj qSnoaqj noX jaS oj Jiasji 
jins aqj ui are qSnoua 3q [[.aiaqx JS3[[euis 
aqi a^.no^ noX psjBUiuiou j XqM s.jeqx,, 
,/jins aqj ioj uaSXxo ou s,ajaqx„ 

^•djsq joj 08 piiE jins 
Xuu uo jnd pjnoa noX 'qajBd b psq sm jj )( 

pa>]SE SSJMOU^ ,^JI SI JEl] y VV„ 

,,"jno 

pajn8y Suiqjauios J08 j uibSb jqSq aqj sn 
aAiS '^PeJ,, 'pics i^suo>i 'sauaps Suoj e .wjjy 

uiBaias oj psjUEM j aaddi;iis 
aqj wquiauiaa j,upinoa j JEqj— paxvjs— snoAjau 
os sem j jnq "auo [pj oj pspj \ 'sauojs 
amos pjoj lijsuoji 'jno aip ' oj pajjBjs >[jbj 
aqj uaq,,v\ jjo-a?(Ej uo qsBaa ja^Doj iqSiajj 
e uaas psq aq auiij e jo puiiu 111 uiiq jnd Jl 
pres sajAvou^j luoisojdxs ue sem ji ajns sem 
I2JSUOJJ pausddsq pBq jEqM oj se SuijEjnasds 

auiij 8uoj b ajmb ssauijjEp aqj ui jes a^\ 

,/uaSXxo aaoui dn asn jsnf 
no A 'i^Sij JEqj Suiduind jinb aajjaq ")iaE|'„ 

Xiinjjq8noqi pres i^uoM ..' os «»n8 \ 'sa\„ 

,/OOJ 

•siqj 111 jqSiiBa j usbm aq papiAO-id puy jai[ 
-jj siq |pj oj pajaquiauiaj aq papiAOJj,, 

,/apisui BJjxa aajqj joS s,aq smou^ 
aj-j ajEg aqj uo pEaqijunj jsqj s.ajaqx,, 

,/aaijjo Xui je dn moijs j,usaop 
pjEj moX uaqM. 'mojjouioj— jjim Xsqj a.ms„ 

,/apisui jjijs uij mou-si n. A3 m "pJBa ami) 
Xiu doip l.upip [„ "Ji jnoqE jqSnoqj i^suo-xj 

,/XEpoj >|3Eq aq 
j ( upjnoM 1 uiaqj pjoj \ jou preajE uij,, 

noX aiaqM a\ou5( aiqjo jnoX j.usaoQ iq"H.. 

1( ^sn ioj 8ui5(Ooi aq [jim 
Xaqj >tuiqj noX sa:jBui JEqM ■ ' ■ iu-ui-ui.h,, 

,,-XajdEqs uiojj 

Xem aqj ije auuoa oj aAEq Xaqj ji uaAa -jnoq 
ub UEqi aaoiu uiaqj a>|Bj l upjnoqs 11 'JPM., 

„£OSJBj 

'aq (JIM ji ^uiqj noX op jiem e Suoj moj-j„ 

( /jiem Suoj aaiu e s_ji adoq 
I -aanjEu jaaMS moX a-)};] ajoui s,jBqx„ 
*-|t j; auiij-aidijj -jasiui 'Xe-jjo., 

,/papniJin 

s.iadpq 'eaiB aqj 01 saqdds ajej aqj jnfj,, 
,/^Eaj aqj uo lis / asoddns,, 

, •saauEjsuinajia aqj uj 
— MaiA JEqj 35(Ej pjnoM uoiun aqj ajns uij„ 
(i ,iIEijU3i3jjip sqjuaj-inoj pus punod e jox, 



S3T"a3XSAIM SHOIAIVJ 



GENTLEMEN 

decided to get ready to castle, safe enough in 
the early game. "Queen's knight to queen's 
bishop three." 

"Queen advances to capture your king's 
bishop's pawn. Checkmate. You owe me 
twenty, Jack." 

"Huh? Why, that can't be!" 

"Want to run over the moves?" he asked, 
and he checked them oft. 

I managed to visualize them, then said, 
"I'll be a dirty name! You hooked me with 
a fool's mate!" 

He chuckled. "You should have kept your 
eye on my queen instead of on the redhead." 

I laughed. "Know any more stories?" 

"Sure." He told me another. But when I 
urged him to go on, he said, "I think I'll rest 
ajittle while, Jack." 

"You ali right, Fats?" 

He didn't answer; I got up and felt my 
way over to him in the dark. His face was 
cold and he didn't speak when I touched him. 
I could hear his heart faintly by pressing an 
ear to his chest, but his hands and feet were 
like ice. 

I had to pull him loose; he was frozen to 
the spot. I could feel the ice, though I knew 
it must be blood. I started rubbing him, but 
the hissing of the leak brought me up short. 
I tore off my own trousers, had a panicky time 
of it before I found the exact spot in the 
dark, and sat down, with my right buttock 
pressed against the leak. 

It grabbed at me like a suction cup, icy 
cold. Then it -was fire spreading through my 
flesh. After a time I couldn't {pel anything 
at all, except a dull ache and weariness. . . . 

There was a light somewhere. It flickered 
on, then went out again. I heard a door 
clang. 

"Knowles!" I screamed. ."Mr. Knowles!" 
The light flickered on again. "Coming, 
Jack-" 

I started to blubber. "Oh, you made it! You 
made it!" 

"No, I didn't, Jack. I couldn't pass the next 
section. When I got back to the lock, I passed 
out." He stopped to wheeze. "There's a cra- 
ter—" The light flickered off and fell clanging 
to the floor. "Help me, Jack," he said queru- 
lously. "Can't you see I need help? I tried to—" 

I heard him stumble and fall. I called to 
him, but he didn't answer. 

I tried to get up, but I was stuck fast, a 
cork in a bottle. . . . 

I came to, face down, with a clean sheet 
under me. "Feeling better?" It was Knowles, 
standing by my bed, dressed in a bathrobe. 

"You're dead," I told him. 

"Not a bit." He grinned. "They got to us 
in time." 
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"What happened?" I stared at him, still not 
believing my eyes. 

"Just like we thought— a crashed rocket. An 
unmanned mail rocket got out of control and 
hit the tunnel." 

"Where'* Fats?" 

"Hi!" 

I twisted my head around; it was Konski, 
face down like myself. 

"You owe me twenty," he said cheerfully. 

"I owe you—" I found I was dripping tears 
for no good reason. "Okay, I owe you twenty. 
But you'll have to come to Des Moines to 
collect it." ■ ■ ■ 




VERY DEAD HEAT! 

By Hugh Pentecost 

He expected that broken-down bang- 
tail. Sockomo, to lose and take him to 
the cleaner's . . . What he didn't ex- 
pect was for Sockomo to win, and take 
him to the undertaker's. . . . 

Don't miss this thrill-packed novel- 
ette in the big June issue! Together 
with entertaining short stories and 
crime fact features, it makes a banner 
issue for the most discriminating detec- 
tive reader. You will find your favorite 
authors here — Donald Barr Chidsey, 
Stuart Friedman, Philip Ketchum, 
Fletcher Flora, and others. 



On your newsstand now! 




It was a voice that could never come from living lips, 
"talking him in" to that perilous landing. . . . The same 
voice he had last heard in choked, violent anger, 
bitterly promising — 

I'LL TAKE CARE OF YOU 

By Oliver La Farge 



TOMMY SAUNDERS was too well ed- 
ucated to give in easily to superstition. 
His job was to keep navigating, especial- 
H when it looked as if his plane would have 
to drop out of formation; it was up to him 
to give the pilot the shortest, straightest line 
to where they might expect to pick up fight- 
er cover. He had plenty to do, but from the 
time alter that big burst of flak when the 
bombardier went down and the right inboard 
engine began to give trouble, he kept think- 
ing of Bronc Miller and in a broken, inter- 
rupted, exclamatory way trying to explain to 
him. As Bronc was dead, that was the purest 
superstition. For various reasons Tommy was 
much more frightened than he should have 
been, so that he did not fully realize what he 
was doing. 

Bronc Miller and Tommy had become the 
closest kind of friends in Pilot Training 
School. You would not have picked them as 
a pair to team up together, but they did. Tom- 
my was of medium height, slender, rather shy, 
an Easterner and a good deal of a bookworm. 
Alter the war he planned to go back to col- 
lege and wind up with a Ph. D. Bronc (he got 
his name at training school) was right out of 
the West, a rangy, tall man with wide Shoul- 
ders, fair, slow-spoken and slow-moving. The 
slowness was deceptive: he could be quicker 
than a sidewinder when he wished. He seldom 
read a book. After the war he was going to 
finish college to please his old man, and aft- 
er that he'd join him in running the ranch. 

Bronc liked Tommy's thoughtful ways. 
Tommy felt less shy when he and the big fel- 
low were together. They had important things 
in common, too. Their parents had raised 
them to dislike fold talk, and when they da- 
ted girls thcv liked to find the kind of girls 
with whom they acted just as they would with 
the girls at home. They were, as Tommy put 
it one time, anti-wolf. Whatever the reasons, 



by the time they finished Basic they were in- 
separable, and when, near the end of Primary, 
Tommy was washed out, Bronc minded it al- 
most as much as he did. 

There was no danger of Bronc's washing 
out. He was a good soldier and a natural pi- 
lot; all he needed was to pile up enough fly- 
ing time and he would be one of the great pi- 
lots. He went on through Advanced, and 
then he was shipped to Waltham Field where 
they were forming B-17 squadrons for what 
was to become the Eighth Air Force. 

Tommy's record showed advanced work in 
mathematics With a little managing and 
some help from his CO., who liked him and 
was sorry to wash him out. he got into nav- 
igators' school. There he was in his element, 
and that way lie got his wings. By then, of 
course, Bronc was months ahead of him. They 
had kept in touch right along. When Tommy 
got orders for Waltham Field he felt that the 
breaks were really coming away. He didn't 
warn Bronc: he waited in the officers' club 
that first evening until Bronc came in, then 
'he walked up to him and said. "Hello, stran- 
ger." 

Bronc never batted an eye. He just said, 
"You aren't going to like it here." Then they 
shook hands and went to the bar for a beer. 

Walthan Army Air Base, to give it its full 
title, is now Maryburg Municipal Airport, 
with a scheduled traffic of four DC-3's a day. 
The runways seem too big. there's grass com- 
ing up along some of the parking strips, a lot 
of the buildings have been sold as war sur- 
plus. The glory is gone. Maryburg is a nice 
little town -two DC-g stops a day northbound, 
two a day southbound, that size of town. The 
houses stood in their own yards, and people 
sat out on die porches when the weather was 
good. Throwing all these airmen in, all of a 
sudden, crowded the place. The inhabitants 
were not entirely happy about their visitors, 
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found these details painfully beautiful, and 
at some particular look or gesture or turn 
of voice he'd become speechless. Sometimes he 
was tongue-tied, sometimes quicker of speech 
and mind than ever. 

A couple of weeks after that his Group 
CO. had an attack of militaryitis with the 
immediate result that the co-pilot pulled 
Commander of the Guard and had to pass up 
a date. Martha chose to drop out, jso Tommy- 
took Betsy out alone. He was delighted to 
have her to himself, then he lost his confi- 
dence and, fatally, he thought of Bronc, self- 
assured, always easy and with something pleas- 
ant to say. That sank him, so that for the first 
part of the evening he could feel and hear 
himself being dull and stiff. At one point he 
caught her looking at him with a funny half 
smile and a soft expression he did not under- 
stand in her eyes. He wanted to grab her up 
right then and there and hold her close to 
him, clear off the floor. Their dancing filled 
in the silences, and dancing they were good 
together. Later he forgot himself, and they 
had some serious, absorbed talk about after 
the war and what they wanted from life. He 
felt as happy as a man in his stage of being 
in love can feel. 

He drove her home and saw her to her 
porch steps. When she turned to say good night 
to him, she seemed expecting to be kissed, so, 
hesitantly, he did kiss her. It began as one 
of those friendly kisses, his hands resting light- 
ly on her arms, her hands barely touching his 
blouse, then it took fire, their arms went 
around each other, and the kiss went on for 
a long time. When they drew back, without 
a word said, they sat down together on the 
porch steps, and he took her hands in his. 

The silence lasted some time while he col- 
lected himself. Then he said, "Betsy, we've 
been seeing each other for nearly three months. 
Not every day, of course. Anyhow, do you 
think you know me well enough to know 
whether you could marry me?" 

"I think I dp." 

"Well, then, do you think you could?" 

She drew in a little breath; then she said 
softly, "I think it would work." 

It wasn't until the next day that they real- 
ized what a flat answer to a proposal hers had 
been. Then it became a joke with them, one 
of those private sayings that get established in 
a family. 

Betsy's parents took the news cheerfully. 
They liked the young man, he came of a solid 
family, and his post-war plans were good. 
Everyone agreed on a short engagement. 
Tommy's parents came to Maryburg for the 
wedding. Afterward, the couple got four days' 
honeymoon, then set up housekeeping in two 



rooms at the back of the Harrison's house. As 
things went around Army posts in those days, 
they were well off. 

Tommy wrote to Bronc about his engage- 
ment right after he wrote to his parents, as 
soon as he had recovered from his first daze. 
He told him, as he would not have told any- 
one else, how strange and wretched it was to 
marry like this when you were expecting to 
be sent far away any day, and how it affected 
his feelings about overseas duty, wanting it 
and dreading it. 

They had had nearly three weeks of married 
life when Tommy got his orders. The Eighth 
Air Force had sent in a call for replacement 
navigators, and the finger was put on him. 
There was not the brutal suddenness Bronc 
encountered; he had a chance to say good-bye 
decently. Betsy was wonderful, she stayed 
cheerful, she was tender, she told him to 
hurry up and win the war so that they could 
set up housekeeping with a kitchen of their 
own. Her last word was a joke. Not that she 
fooled him. nor he her, for that matter, but it 
sent him on his way with a lilt. 

Going as replacements, he and six others 
from Waltham flew as passengers with A.T.C. 
They had a Number Two Priority, and as 
they encountered good weather all the way, 
they found themselves unloading at Waring- 
Tenley Field in England, their new base, at 
one o'clock one morning, thirty-two hours aft- 
er they had left Waltham, all but four of 
which had been spent in bucket seats. They 
were hungry and groggy for sleep. They were 
taken to their quarters to stow their bags, then 
to the mess hall to get some chow before they 
sacked in. 

At that hour there were a lot of men in the 
mess hall, most of them in flying clothes, stow- 
ing away breakfast. They had the sleepy, alert 
look of men just getting up. A number of 
them stared at the six navigators when they 
came in. Seeing this group, all in rumpled. 
Class A uniforms, unshaven, all with the same 
wings, all second lieutenants, it was easy to 
spot them for newly arrived replacements. To 
make them feel at home, a number of men 
called, "You aren't going to like it here!" 

The newcomers smiled tiredly and got in 
the chow line. Tommy's eyes were half open. 
He got his tray loaded and went to a table 
with his bunch. He did not see Bronc. Bronc 
saw him. and went right on eating. 

When Bronc had lit his cigarette and fin- 
ished off his coffee, he got up and came to 
Tommy's table. He looked big in his monkey 
suit. As he jumped up, Tommy saw that he 
was wearing sliver bars. He held out his hand 
and said, "Hello, stranger." 

Bronc's hands stayed on his hips. "My pal. 
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I'LL TAKE CARE OF YOU 



think Jud would be able to take over when 
it came time to bring her down. Tommy had 
held the stick occasionally in straight and level 
flight, and o£ course he had watched plenty 
of landings. Jud began moaning. That set- 
tled it. He told the engineer, "Give him a 
shot." 

The engineer got the morphine syrette 
out of the first aid kit and used it as he had 
been told. 

On the intercomm. Tommy said, "Naviga- 
tor to crew, attention please. I am going to 
try to bring her in. The biggest thing I ever 
landed was a PT-19. and I washed out on that. 
Those of you who aren't hurt had better get 
ready to bail out." 

The tail gunner said, "My parachute's shot 
up. I'll walk. Loot." 

The turret gunner said, "Do you think you 
can make it?" 

"I'm certainly going to try." 

"Let's all ride together." 

The others agreed. 

He corrected their heading to aim for a 
field nearer to the English coast than Waring- 
Tenley. If Sparks had been alive, he'd have 
him in touch witli the field by now. As it was, 
he broadcast on voice communication, hoping 
he could get something on his frequency. The 
Spits shot on ahead of him, presumably run- 
ning low on fuel. He didn't like seeing them 
go- 

The picture of Bronc's hostile eyes came 
vividly to him. He did not try to explain to 
him any more; he was too angry, profoundly, 
killingly angry, at what had happened to the 
four men near him. for that. 

He got a beacon which seemed right for the 
field he was aiming for, and homed on that. 
As he crossed the coast, he broadcast harder 
than ever, "Sugar three seven nine to Lover, 
Sugar three seven nine to Lover, come in, 
Lover." 

"Lover to Sugar three seven nine!" It was 
a Wac's voice, and how glad he was to hear 
it. "Come in Sugar three seven nine." 

"I am on three engines." He did not waste 
time on the usual repetitious identifications. 
"I have another one that doesn't look too good. 
I am heading three hundred twenty-five de- 
grees, homing on your beacon, just crossing 
the coast. My pilot and co-pilot are out, this 
is the navigator flying the plane. I say again, 
the navigator is flying the plane. I have 
five wounded aboard. I am going to try for 
a landing. Do you hear me?" 

The Wac replied, "Lover to Sugar three 
seven nine. I hear you badly. Do you hear 
me?" She was still observing the formalities. 

"I hear you faintly. I have picked up an N 
signal, is it yours? Over." 
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"That is ours. Bear right for the beam. 

Over." 

"Please get someone to talk me in. I have 
never landed one of these damned things be- 
fore. Over." 

"You are cleared for emergency landing. 
We are sending for a pilot. Have you found 
our beam?" 

"Hold on, sister. Stand by." 

He adjusted the nobs, swinging to the right. 
Shortly he caught in his earphones the solid 
buzz where the A and N beams overlap, "the 
beam". 

"Sugar three seven nine to Lover. I am on 
your beam. Over." 

"We have sent for a pilot to talk you in." 
She had said that before. "Come in on the 
beam at five thousand—" 

The voice was cut off. He called, "Lover, I 
do not hear you. Do you hear me? Come in, 
Lover. Sugar three seven nine to Lover, come 
in, Lover." 

The silence lasted for an eternity which was 
probably three minutes. He and the flight en- 
gineer fiddled futilely with the earphones and 
the wires. He could not hear the beam any 
longer, but his direction finder was still work- 
ing. 

Then a man's voice came in, calm and 
steady. 

"Sugar three seven nine, do you her me 

now?" 

"I hear you." 

"Do you know how to uncage and go back 
on manual?" 
"Yes." 

"Then do so, but take her off trim tabs first 
and correct for your missing engine with left 
rudder. Over." 

He could spot the field ahead now. How did 
whoever was talking to him know that he was 
on automatic .and that Jud had given her a 
lot of trim tab? Guessed, he supposed. The 
voice had been calming, steady, unworried, fa- 
miliar. 

He visualized a colonel, with a thousand 
hours and command pilot's wings. 

"Sugar three seven nine, are you on man- 
ual?" 

"I am." 

"Come down to two thousand feet and pass 
over the tower. Turn to your downwind leg 
at one ninety degrees as soon as you are over 
the tower. Keep your airspeed, you can't get 
it back if you should have to go round again. 
When you are over the tower turn to one 
ninety degrees and drop to fifteen hundred 
feet. Repeat." 

He repeated, and added, "My airspeed is 
one hundred thirty miles per hour." He was 
(Continued on page ii}) 
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THE READERS' VIEWPOINT 

kind letter of December 14th, which arrived yes- 
terday morning: and that 1 have found both let- 
ters very stimulating indeed. 

I should have used the early part of the Christ- 
mas holiday to write to you, but wanted first of 
all to deal with a Ion"; and important letter in 
Geiman for m\ firm, who get a certain amount of 
foreign correspondence with which I am asked to 
deal. Up to the present there has been corre- 
spondence in French. German and Spanish; if anv 
further comes in Italian or Russian, I shall tackle 
it for them, but beyond that, they will have to 
send the letters out to a firm of translators. They 
can at any rale hardly complain that my range is 
limited, as nobody else in the firm appears to 
know am European languages at all. 

Now as to \ our letters. I am keeping these by 
me as there is a lot in them which I shall not be 
able to answer today, though you may trust me 
to do nn best to clear up everything in time, 
and I shall certainly bear in mind your sugges- 
1 miiis as to furl her developments of the Far East- 
ern mysteries. (I suggested that he write a sequel 
to "The Vallev of Eyes Unseen" and use Crayton 
and Hope in it.— Jim F.) when the day comes 
for me to settle down once more to literary pur- 
suits— which of course I have always regarded, and 
still regard, as my life-work. 

Vou also ask how I began writing. In my boy- 
hood I was greatly interested in classical Greek. 
Once a Master of Arts of the University of Ox- 
ford, with whom I was reading the Greek trage- 
dians, told me that I was reading Euripides as 
fluently and as accurately as he could read it him- 
self. I was proud of that, as I had not had any- 
thing like his advantages for learning Greek. The 
Greeks taught the arts to Europe, and their suc- 
cessors, the Romans, carried on the work. The 
Romans had a favorite phrase, limae labor. It 
means "the labour of the file"; that is to say that 
when the sculptor has carved his statue he must 
still give it infinite polish if he wishes it to be a 
perfect work of art. It seemed to me that the 
modern style of literary work which required most 
titnar labor was light verse. 

The first notable practitioner in that form of 
art was the Roman poet Horace, who lived in the 
time of Christ. He has had successors all down 
through the centuries. The best modern exponents 
print their work in the famous English humour- 
ous weekly Punch. I wrote light verse for Punch 
from 191$ to 1919. As most of it dealt with my 
experiences in World War No. 1, and therefore 1 
bad some sort of commemorative interest. I col- 
lected it into the little book called "Sidelights Of 
Song." That was dedicated to the Countess of 
t nan. a gracious lady who had entertained 

toe at her country house at Wheathampstead, in 
Hertfordshire, when I had my anti-aircraft guns 
in the neighbourhood. (Her husband, the Earl 
of Cavan, was one of the best generals on the 
western front, and afterwards became Commander- 
in-Chief of the British forces in Italy— in fact. I 
was moving in quite distinguished circles along 
then, because the next job given to me yvas to . 
take my guns up to Sandringham. 

King George V was not in residence at the 
time, but I remember going up to the House to 
discuss defence arrangements with Col.- Sir Arthur 
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THE READERS' VIEWPOINT 

And so, with all good wishes for the New 
Year, believe me, 

Your friend, 
Gilbert Collins. 

So ends Collins' letter. It might be of interest to 
you to know that I have just ordered a copy of 
his book "Red Death." If it is fantasy I will let 
you know. 

\m Fleming. 

Box 173, 
Sharon, Kansas. 



COLLINS' STORY FINE 

It was swelf of F.F.M. to bring out the £eb. 
issue just before Christmas. (What better pres- 
ent could an F.F.M. fan get?) 

Gilbert Collins' "The Valley Of Eyes Unseen" 
is a very fine adventure-tale. It was well-written, 
and its action was always moving at a steady pace. 
Collins can easily take his place beside Talbot 
Mundy: "The Devil's Guard." etc., and John 
Taine: "Purple Sapphire." 

It was certainly gratifying to see F.F.M. change 
back to its old format. You know, I had really no 
objections to the smaller size other than the fact 
that the wonderful illustrations your magazine is 
so famous for were practically obliterated. It was 
the illustrations that gave the stories their fla 
vor. 

Everyone seems to have praised McClary's "Re- 
birth." so I might as well put my word in. • 

It was very well-written and had enough action 
to satisfy anyone. However, there are a few ques- 
tions that come to my mind. 

First, if the adult population of the world is 
brought back to a prenatal period, what effect 
floes the ray have on children? (How far back in 
mind are they brought?) 1 

And secondly, as in all stories that try to change 
and/or reform mankind the main fallacy here is 
that when we are "reborn" we must rely on the 
one thing that Man has when he is born, instinct. 
Without instinct we could not exist. Now, what 
is to prevent this new "Reborn" civilization from 
continuing its. previous pattern of instinct: war. 
Merely blanking Man's mind back to infancy is 
not the answer. It does not change the instinctual 
mould. Man's instinct should have been changed, 
perhaps then we would have the kind of world 
we all want. 

By the wav, I recently read a wonderful story 
that would be perfect for F.F.M. It is W. L. 
George's "Children Of The Morning." Those 
who have read it feel just as I do: it is a classic. 
Before closing, I'd like the fans to know that 
ve for sale a load of rare S.F. books and mags, 
id for a list, and kindly inclose a stamped 
self-addressed envelope.) 

Among the books are: A mint copy of "The 
Weapon Makers," "Skylark Of Space," Buffalo 
Book Co. 1st, "Book of Miracles"— Ben Hecht— 
signed by him. and a fine copy of the' first edition 
of "Gladiator"— Philip Wylie. 

Milton Reich. 

2139 Grand Ave., 
New York 53, N.Y. 
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Men and women "are bed animals," say 
the authors, and proceed to prove it with 
*e friskiest discussion of nightime inti- 
macies you have ever read! Full of roguish, 
devilish wit that will keep you laughing 
from cover to cover. For the strangest ad- 
venture of all is to find yourself locked in 
a bedroom with someone of the opposite 
sex with whom you are required to go to 
bed and get up for thousands of nights, 
("his is .ailed marriage. It may have just 
happened to you or it may happen just 
when you least expect it and are least pre- 
pared. But whatever your marital state, 
you II want to send for this hilarious book 
of Bediquette for married people todav! 
Now selling in iti 12<h Edition — 
Millions of readers can't be wrong! 
CLEVER GIH FOR BRIDES AND GROOMS 

• Only $1.99 postpaidl Money-back 
guarantee if you are not delighted) 

• 247 riotous paged 

• How to be well-bed in 37 sparkling, 
wise, cracking chapters. 

• Full of eiquirish illustration*. 

Now in up MANNERS and 
... m MANN|p . $ 

by Dr. Ralph V. Hapton and Anne Balliol 

with illustrations by John Groth 
Rip off the coupon ana] mall it now! It's worth 
ten times the amount at a gag for friend 
wife or husband— for their secret little foibles 
are all herel 37 hilarious chapters include 
dissertations on "Mow to Get Undressed," 
"A Short History of Bed Manners" (the early 
French had some peculiar ones!). "Berth Con- 
trol in the Sleeping Car," and "The Seven 
Great Problems of Marriage. 
Act Quickly and Get This Rare, 
Witty, Two- Boolri-in-On* 
Volume by Return Mall 





// 

ARDEN BOOK CO., Publisher!, Dept. PP4S 2 
3B6 Fourth Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 

Rush me my copy of BHD MANNERS. It'll dVllchl Z 

or my money beck In Ave days. J 
D I enclose tl.M. 8end it postpaid. 
□ Send C.O.D. III pay *!.»« plus poster.*. 

Name J 

Address ; 

City and State ; 

CCD. In U.S. only. Foreign send 11.93 to U.S. • 

Funds or payablo In U. S. . 
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THE READERS' VIEWPOINT 
INFINITY 

Hail to the stumbling, feeble mind of man! 
Hail to the dismal walls which so demark 
His sorrow'd limitations; thus, his mind 
Which staggers, yet, moves on, with epochs 
sealed. 

And tumbles 'neath the vastity of time! 
How can his genius plumb the infinite, 
How will he mark the space beyond the stars 
With trifling numbers, rising on and on, 
Or vast infinitudes, which strain to meet 
In falling, where his limitations cease? 
Move not among the figures in the ink 
Which weave a saga, broken at the end 
Where every scientist, defeated, cries 
Against the fate which hurled to him his 
brain — 

Seek ye the answer in the scribbled verse, 
Where true interpretation lies; not scrawled 
In mystic symbol*, dragging down the stars; 
Here, woven with the craft of poet's art 
Lies all the world's wisdom in a line: 
"Science is art, and art is science; thus, 
Art is the solitary quest of man." 

Louis M. Hobbs. 

Editor's Note: We have bought two poems by 
Mr. Hobbs which are being illustrated by Law- 
rence for a future issue. In the meantime we asked 
his permission to put this one in the readers' de- 
partment with a letter (herewith). 

LIKED REYNOLD'S "BLIGHT" 

I've just finished reading the February issue of 
F.F.M. and feel inclined to comment on said issue. 
The novel, I enjoyed reading; it made nice en- 
tertainment. I particularly liked the author's style 
oi writing— he seemed to blend the writing of 
that day with a more modem stvle. Did you notice 
the similarity between "The Valley of Eyes Un- 
seen'' and "The Valley of Silent Men"? I much 
prefer, though, to call the latter story the best. 
In fact. I consider it one of the greatest you ever 
published. Well, almost, at least. 

"Blight" was a chiller. Brr! I really liked it. 
I might as well mention a few stories I'd like 
to see published. You've given us Wells' "Time 
Machine," now why not "The Door in the Wall" 
which I consider the greatest fantasy Wells ever 
wrote. Also by Wells: "The Plattner Story," "Flow- 
ering of the Strange Orchid," "The Moth." And 
by Algernon Blackwood, "May Day Eve." 

Your readers might be interested in a new fan- 
zine being put out by Gregg Calkins, 930 Briar- 
Ave„ Salt Lake City 16, Utah. It's called 
la, sells for ten cents a copy, bi-monthly, and 
e* first ish should be out by the time this is 
printed. Re Jan Romanoff's abbreviation for fan- 
tas; "fts", Calkins is also a plugger for this term. 

Before I go, a couple of plaintive queries. Why. 
oh why, did you revert to the untrimmed pulp 
size? And why didn't you have Finlay on the 
cover? 

Robert Fultz. 

Rte. 1. Box 203, 
Tamms, III. 





lamorous personalized Slip and Pantie set — plunging 
V-neck — peek-a-boo bust — form fitting slip — lace and 
film panties — reveal all personal charms — For the modern 
girl who dresses to please men — name or initials plus 
motto free. 

Send her this lovely combination in 
multifilament rayon and lace — she'll love 
you for it. You can't go wrong with a gift 
that suggests so much. complete let 
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QUALITY BAZAAR Saw^r... y. 

Please send me Slip and Pantie combination(s). 

Enclosed $8 98 cash, check or money order, for each 
set. Postage prepaid. Sorry, no C.O.D.'s. 
Black □ White □ Blue O Nude O 

Sizes 32 34 36 38 40 
Mottoes — □ "I Love You" 
chooseone Q "Forever Yours" 

n "Dangerous Curves" 
□ "No Trespassing" 

Name or Initials 



Name . . 
Address 



I City 



State. 
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THE READERS' VIEWPOINT 

d/w copies of Lovecrafts "Beyond the Wall of 
Sleep," and "The Outsider," both considered as 
the rarest items to collectors today. I'll trade and 
dispose of any of the above for other stfantasy 
mags from '23 lo "modern times." Am interested 
in many books too. A^three cent stamp will be 
appreciated in any correspondence with me though 
not necessary . 

Best of luck to everyone, 

Calvin Thos. Beck. 
Science Fantasy Service, Inc.. 
P.O. Box 4155 
Jacksonville 1, Florida. 

ORCHIDS TO HEINLEIN 

This is my second letter to "The Readers' View- 
point," and I want to thank you for printing 
the first one. I got quite a few nice letters from 
your F.F.M. fans. 

I liked all the, stories in 1951 except "Rebirth." 
Tt just didn't appeal to me. 

"He Built a Crooked House" by Robert A. 
Heinlein was sure swell. I get dizzy even now 
when I think of it. Let's hear more of him in '52, 
eh? I think "Brood of the Witch Queen" by Sax 
Rohmer was Number 1. No. 2— "The Gray Ma- 
hatma" by Talbot Mundy. No. 3— "The Valley of 
Eyes Unseen. No. 4— "Weigher of Souls." No. 5— 
"Threshold of Fear." No. 6— "War of the Worlds." 
No. 7— "Rebirth." I wonder how many F.F.M. 
readers agree with me? Just keep them coming, 
Mary, this year like last, and I hope a lot of 
new readers get to reading F.F.M.. for they don't 
know what they are missing. 

Well, I've wasted enough of your time with 
chit chat, so enclosed find money order for $1.50 
for six more issues of F.F.M. 

Fantastically Yours, 

- I. Taylor. 



Route 1, Box 15, 
Big Rock, Tenn. 

EXCELLENT FANTASY 

"Valley of Eyes Unseen" was an excellent fan- 
tasy. Quite a far cry from "The Threshold of 
Fear." But let us not be concerned with detective 
stories. I gobble up as quickly as I can all reading 
material dealing with the Earth as it existed be- 
fore man began to evolve from the apes, be it 
a geological history of that era or a story of a 
handful of poor people pitted against mighty 
prehistoric beasts on a lonelv tropical isle. So 
please give us "The Lost World" by Conan 
Doyle. 

I would also like to see"The Shunned House" 
and "The Lurking Fear," two Lovecraft master- 
pieces in F.F.M.. Also, "The Snake Mother" and 
"The Black Wheel" by Merritt. 

N. ]. Clarke. 

23-2R Pine St., 
Seaford. L.I. 

"CAN'T BEAT FINLAY" 

Having just finished the February '52 issue of 
Famous Fantastic Mysteries, I'm writing you mak- 
ing known my appreciation of your periodical. 
It's superb. 
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£ Playing Cords 
*» Featuring Gorgeous 

" Hollywood 

ARTISTS' MODELS 

l/ ' in 52 Glamorous Poses 
• Photographed from Life 



waxen 

your friends' eyes ^ Do n'f De | ay . ,der Today! 

open in amazement 1 . , 



open 1 

when they see that the face 
of each card is a different 
color photograph of some of 
Hollywood's most exotic 
artists' models. 

Each deck of Look Playing 
Cards contains fifty-two 

plastic coated cards and 
two extra jokers for canasta. 
Quantity pnc«« avoilabl* on rtqutil. 




LOOK PLAYING CARD CO., Inc. • 505A Market St., Dipt. C • St. Louis 1, Mil. 



MAKE EXTRA MONEY 



, EVERY BUSINESS EVERYWHERE 
USES UNION LABEL BOOK MATCHES 

No experience needed to earn big dally commissions. 
Be a direct factory representative of the world 'a largest 
exclusive UNION LABEL Book Match manufacturer. 
Prospects everywhere. Feature 
Glamour Girls, Hillbillies, 
Bcenica and dozens of other 
■tyles — Double Books — Jumbo 
Books — nearly 100 color combi- 
nations. New, bigger portfolio 
makes this fastest selling line 
a real profit maker for you. 
Write TODAY for full details. 



SUPERIOR MATCH CO. 




There are RICH OPPORTUNITIES for MEN and 
', WOMEN with "know-how" in Plastics. Interstate'* 
amazing new Plastics course tells and shows bow to 
make hundreds of fast selling items out of Plasties. 
Gives complete training in fabrication, casting, lam- 
\ ination, molding, etc., in simple, easy, step-by-step 
language and pictures. 

, START A PLASTICS BUSINESS OP YOUR 
, OWN. No other industry holds such promise for 
the future. You can make big money manufactur- 
, ing novelties, toys, signs, etc., in your own horns 
in spare or full time. Don't wait I Learn NOW 
how Interstate'* Plastics Training qualifies you 
for success in the plasties field. 

Wr/re for FREE Information Today/ 



INTERSTATE TRAINING SERVICE 



School of Plastics, Dept. C-11E 
PORTLAND 13, OREGON 
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I'LL TAKE CARE OF YOU 

(Continued from page ro)) 

beginning to feel a certain assurance— if only 
Bronc didn't intervene. 

"Barometric pressure is twenty-nine point 
seventy-one. Repeat." 

He repealed and corrected his altimeter. As 
he turned on the downwind leg the voice gave 
him his wind velocity and direction and the 
rest of the information. It went on, describing 
three-engine procedure as if they were having 
a conversation in an officers' club, but speak- 
ing extremely clearly, each word unforgettable. 
He would keep more airspeed than usual un- 
til he was surely ready to land, and he would 
use no flaps. When he began to horse. back on 
his throttles and lose speed after he turned in 
from his base leg, he must let up proportion- 
ately on his rudder. 

romra) bad signaled the engineer into the 
co-pilot's seat. The man knew enough to per- 
form some of the co-pilot's functions. He, too, 
was listening to the instructions. As Tommy 
turned on the base leg. the voice said: "A 
B-Seventeen is about the most buoyant plane 
there is; she's still a honey on three en- 
gines, she'll flv on two." The unknown officer 
Continued talking him in, step by step. It 
u is almost as if he could see into the cockpit, 
like flying a two-place trainer with the instruc- 
tor sitting behind you. Tommv supposed that 
an experienced man could tell a lot about 
what was happening just from watching the 
altitude of the plane. 

He lined up the runway. The engineer re- 
ported: j-^ 

"Landing gear is down and locked." 

1 imnin kept reporting his airspeed. The 
voice told him lie was too high, to let him 
down fifty feet quick. Again, as if he could 
read the instruments. Tommv began to be- 
lieve that he would make it, that he had 
Bronc licked after all. "Keep her nose up," 
the voice said, still calm, but with urgency. 
"That's right." He touched down, bumped, 
touched again. "Get your foot off that rud- 
der!" 

He was on the runway, now. "Cut!" He 
The plane still ran under its own mo- 
turn, the crash trucks and ambulance 
for it. Tommy was drenched with sweat, 
gineer took his earphones off and let 
ong breath. 
Tommv heard a chuckle, a chuckle that he 
could not fail to recognize. "I told you I'd 
take care of you, didn't I, Tommy?" the voice 
said. "From where I sit how, things look dif- 
ferent than they did where you are. Betsy's a 
swell gal and she surely loves you; you take 
care of her." ■ ■ ■ 
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TO WRITE ORDERS FORI 



KENDEX NYLONS 

UNLESS SATISFACTORY! ^gcwgffia^ 



Guaranteed by *v 
\Good Housekeeping J 



Amazing, but truel The 
most sensational offer 
ever made! 

Can you imagine how much money you could make 
writing orders for wonderful nylons that actually cost 
nothing unless satisfactory? Our leading Style 300 de 
luxe, first qualify, full fashioned sheer nylons now 
reduced to only 98c a pair INCLUDING your com- 
mission, bonus and even postage. This stocking is so 
finely made — gives so much wear, that KENDEX will 
refund the full 98c purchase price if fhe hose runs, 
snags or shows undue wear within ONE AND A HALF 
MONTHS! Should that happen, the hose will cost the 
customer NOTHING! 

This isn't selling. It's like giving something away! 
What woman could refuse to wear nylons at OUR 
risk? There's nothing for you to buy or deliver. You 
get advance cash on every order plus a huge bonus 
that increases your earnings by 40% ! 



FREE SAMPLE STOCKING 



I'm so positive you can make money that I'm willing 
to give you a sample stocking, color card and all sales 
materials absolutely free! I'll even pay the postage. 
What's more, you need promise nothing. The whole 
outfit is yours and if you don't make enough money, 
just throw it away! 

I don't care if you are 18 or 80 — whether you can 
spare one hour or fiffy hours a week. Man or woman 
— young or old — spore or full time — experienced or 
not, this can be the opportunity you have been hoping 
for. 

If you write me quick, I'll also Include complete 
money-making outfit of a wonderful line of men's 
hosiery actually guaranteed ONE FULL YEAR or re- 
placed free without question! 



MAIL THIS COUPON NOW! 



Date. 



Michael H. Kent, President 
Kendex Corporation 
Babylon 19, N. Y. 

Send me. absolutely free and postage prepaid, your complete 
money-making outfits including free sample stocking. It Is 
understood I am under no obligation and if I am not satis- 
fied with the money I make. I will throw away the outfits. 



Name . 
Address 
City 



State. 
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SAVE $13.04 - GET 18 SONGS FOR ONLY $2.98 




CHOOSE . . . 

□ 18 HIT PARADE TUNES 

or 

□ 18 MOST LOVED HYMNS 

or 

□ 18 HILL BILLY HITS 



Brand New Discovery — 6- 
IN-1 Vinyiire BREAK -Re- 
sistant Records — Play Up 
To 10 Full Minutes 



IMPORTANT NOTICE! 
These tunes are CONSTANTLY kept up to date — only the newest tunes are kept on the list. 



ORDER BY MAIL AT 500% SAVINGS! 




Use* °" 




Now, for the FIRST TIME — You can have the BRAND NEW ALL- 
TIME HITS and POPULAR RECORDINGS— 18 NEWEST All-Time 
Hits, favorites in all— for the AMAZING, unbelievable LOW PRICE 
of only $2.98. That's right, 18 TOP SELECTIONS that if bought 
separately would cost up to $16.02 in stores, on separate records — 
YOURS by mail for only $2.98! YES, you can now get 18 HIT 
PARADE songs— the LATEST, the NEWEST nation wide POPULAR 
TUNES — or 18 of the most POPULAR HILL BILLY tunes— some 
of these tunes are not yet sold by stores — or you can get almost a 
whole complete album of your most wanted HYMNS. These are tunes 
you have always wanted. They will give you hours of pleasure. You 
can choose from THREE DIFFERENT GROUPS — on newest, most 
sensational BREAK-RESISTANT records! These amazing records 
are 6-IN-l records — 6 songs to a record! They are brand new and 
play three times as many songs as regular records, and they play on 
regular 78 R.P.M. speed and fit all Type 78 R.P.M. standard phono- 
graph and record players. These are all perfect, BREAK-RESISTANT, 
Vinylite records free from defects. RUSH YOUR ORDER for your 
favorite group NOW! ORDER ALL THREE 
GROUPS and SAVE even MORE MONEY, 
only $2.98 per group. 



SUPPLY LIMITED. That's why we urge you 
to fill in and mail coupon now! Play these 18 
selections ordered, use the NEW GIFT sur- 
face saving needle, for 10 days at home. If 
you are not delighted, if you don't feel these 
are the BEST SOUNDING records for the 
price, return within 10 days for FULL RE- 
FUND. Don't delay, send $2.98 in check or 
money order, or put three one dollar bills in 
the mail with this coupon and SAVE POST- 
AGE—DON'T DELAY, MAIL COUPON 
TODAY ! 



If you RUSH YOUR 
ORDER NOW you get 
at NO EXTRA COST 
whatsoever a SUR- 
FACE SAVING 
NEEDLE! ORDECR IS 
Hit Parade Tunes or 
18 Hill Billy Hits or 
18 Must Loved Hymns 
or ORDER ALL THREE 
SETS FOR only*7.»5. 
Rut. SUPPLY Is LIM- 
ITED: RO order at 
once. SEND COUPON 
TODAY. Order now 
on Money - Back 
Ouarantee. 



18 HIT PARADE TUNES 



Domino 
Undecided 
'Cold, Cold Heart 
Because Of You 
It's No Sin 
Down Yonder 
I Get Ideas 
Slow Poke 
Cry 

just One More 
Chance 




Tell Me Why 
Turn Back The 

Hands Of Time 
The Little White 

Cloud That Cried 
Charmaine 
Anytime 
Jealousy 
Shrimp Boats 
Be My Life's 

Companion 



18 HILL BILLY HITS 



It Is No Secret 
May The Oood Lord 

Bless and Keep 

You 
Mr. Moon 
Give Me More, 

More, More 
Mubic Makin' Mama 

From Memphis 
Baby We're Really 

In Love 
I Wanna Play House 

With You 
Hey, Good Lookin' 




Alabama Jubilee 
Let's Live a Little 
Always Late 
Cryin' Heart Blues 
Cold, Cold Heart 
Somebody's Been 

Bcatin' My Time 
Slow Poke 
Let Old Mother Na- 
ture Have Her 
Way 
Crazy Heart 
Mom And Dad's 



18 MOST LOVED HYMNS 



The Lord's Prayer 
Onward, Christian 

Soldiers 
What a Friend We 

Have In Jesus 
Church In The 

Wild wood 
In The Garden 
Faith Of Our 

Fathers 
There Is Power In 

The Blood 
Leaning On The 

Everlasting Arm 
Since Jesus Came 

Into My Heart 




Trust On I 
Jesus Keep Me Near 

The Cross 
Softly And Tenderly 
Dear Lord And Father 

Of Mankind 
A Mighty Fortress 
Sun Of My Soul 
Just A Closer Walk 

With Thee 
It Is No Secret 

What God Can Do 
May The Good Lord 

Bless And Keep 

You 



IMPORTANT NOTICE! 
These tunes are CONSTANTLY kept up to date- 
only the newest tunes arc kept on the list. 
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MAIL COUPON NOW— 10-DAY TRIAL OFFER 



HIT TUNES COMPANY, Dept. SS 

318 Market Street, Newark, New Jersey 

Pie; 



lemen: Please HUSH the 18 Top Selec- 
tions along with the GIFT SURFACE SAV- 
I INC NEEDLE on your NO-RISK 10 Day Money BacK 
' rantee. I enclose $2.98 for each group or 18 
ciions with the understanding that it I am no! 
pletely satisfied you will return my money. 



I 
I 

■ □ IS Hit Parade 

I Tunes 52 98 Hi " S2.9S 

I * "* D All Three Croups. 

I □ 18 Hymn. $2.98 54 SONGS *7.95 

| ADDRESS 

I CITY ZONE STATE 



